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Tneffecinal Hearing the Words, 
How we may know whether we have eave the 
| fame effectually : And by what means it may 
become effeéctuall unro us: 
With fome remarkable Paflages of his life. 


B By Thomas Shephard, late Paftor of the 
Church of Chrift in Cambridge in 
New- England. 


: _ MATTH. 1. 29. Take my yoke upon you.G@c. 
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CEI RA Ne of the fweetelt refrefhing mercies of 
[(EQ\VG Cod, tobis New-England People, a- 
Pld top PS midjt all their wildernefs-tryals, and 
CM /EN firaitss and forrows, wherewith thep 
erie. gt firit confided in thofe ends of thé 
ith, hath been their Sanciuary-enjoyments, inthe 
Haucics of holinefie, where they have feen aud met 

ith him whom their foules love, andhad famili« 

and full converfe with bim, above what they could 
en énj sy in thé land from whence they came. This is 
& that bath fweetned many a bitter Gup to 
remnant of Jjrael, The Lord alone led hims 
idthere was no ftrange God with him, was 
ia concerning M{rael of old, and this was accounted 
wey enough when he led them into a land where na 

n dwelt, and which no man paffed thorough.W hat 
id hath done for New-England 7 this re(pe@yand 
at their Sanctuary mercies be, thouhajt here 
He, though but a tate. Thefenotes may well be 
pught to be leffe accurate, than if the Author hime 
fhad publifhed them, and to want fome polifhments 
id trimmings, which it were not fit for any other to 
des however thon wilt find shem full of ufefull 
vata i A 32 trathss 
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truths, and mayeft eafily difcern bis Spirit, anal 
Spirit above bis own breaibinginthem, ~ 
| Concerning the Author 5 it were worth the wh, 
to write the ftory of bislife. ==» 
[tis needleffe to [peak in bis commendatio 
works praife himin che gates. They that hug 
bimty know he had as real apprebenfions of the thin, 
of God, and lived as much with God , and with | 
own heart , and more than the moft of Chriftians 
He had bis education at Immanuel-College, 
Cambridge. The Converfion and Change of , 
heart was wrought betimes when he lived in the Uy) 
verfityy and enjoyed Dr. Preftons Minijtery whe! 
by. God bad the very beft aud firength of his parts a 
years for bimfelf. \When be was firft awakents 
oe lookt after Religion,having before fwam quietly in 
~~ _.. flream of the times, he was utterly at a loffe wh, 
way totake, being much molefted with fuggeftion: 

: 7 Atheilm, «(iz the depths whereof Junius was qn 
loft for atime) aud moved and tempted to the wa, 
of Familifm al/o;. for fome advifed him in.this ¢ 
dition. togoto Grindleftone ad to hear Mr- Bri, 
ley,:and being informed that thepeople were won, 
find a.mighty pofleffing over powering prefence, i 
work of the Spirit when they heard bim,: he refol, 
uponthe journey.3 but God in mercy diverted ha 
having referved bim for better. things. -Yerhen 
what they faid, and the Books of H. N.. amongft, 
refi, where meeting with this paffage, Thata Ck 
ftian, isfo fwallow’d upin the fpirit, theta, 
ation foever the {pirit moves him to, fuppofe whi 
ome, be may do its and ibis no fin tobim 5: thisn 
enough: for being againfthe light of. his, natu 
con{czencesit bred inbimaniutter abborvency af ti 
toofe and vile wayes and. principles evervafters <4, 
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eet ¥ ie. Pi tps | 
"To the Reader. yen gee 
lantage alfo he bad, that Doktor Tuckney was 
en bis Tutor, whom he acquainted with bis condi 
ity) and bad bis direction and help in thofe mifera= 
» fludiuations and ftraits of bis foul. Happy és 
Vag whofe doubtings end in éeftablifoments, nil 
mcertum, quam quod de dubio certumi, dye 
jen mienarrive in Scepticilaryas the laft iffue & re~ 
it of alltheir debates and thoughts of heart about 
Wigion, ithad been good for fuch if they bad'ne- 
iy been born. eos 
hl After his heart was changed, it was obferved of 
n.that bis 6, he of mind were alfo much enlar- 
HW; divinity, thoug bit be chiefly the Art andvule tf 
it will, yet vaifing and perfetting the underftans 
We alfos which 1 conceive came to pafs chiefly by 
Wes means, that the fear of God fixed him, dtd 
Wee bin ferious, and taught him to meditate, 
Ipich 2s the main improvement of the underftanding, 
iperecfore fuch as came to bim for divettion about 
Wir (tudies he would often advife them to be much in 
Wdit ctiony profeffing, that having {pent fome time 
Miiueditation every day in his beginning timesy and 
Mitten down his thoughts; he faw caufe now to 
Ne God for it. He was affigned to the work of the 
W4iftery ata folemn meeting and conference of funs 
MW godly Minifters about it, there were to the nunt~ 
MY Of twelve prefent at the meeting, whofe foleinn ad- 
Ane was that be fhould ferve the Lord inthe Gofpal 
MP his Son; wherein they have been the falvation of 

yaya fouls for upon this he addreft bimfelf to the 
Wk, with that reality aud ferionfuelfe in wooing 
NV winning fouls, that his words made deep in. 
Mbifions, and feldome or never fell to the grou. 
Le was ieGurer a while at E,ales-cone ix E -¥ 
ich I take stwas the ft i place of his Miniftery)} 
o en 
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Eager. wet 
where be did mush good, and the people theres th oug 
now it is long finces and many are goneyyet they ha, 
avery precious and dsep remembrance of bim, oft) 
anighty power of God by him to this day. But 
Lawd the Bijhop of London foon ftopt his moun; 
and drove kim away, as be did many. other godj 
Minijters from Efex at the fame time. After th 

‘be lived at Buceer-chrome m Yorkthire, at 8} 
Richard Darleys boufegtall the Iniquity of thofe tim) 
hunted him thence alfo. Then he went 10 No} 
thumberland till filenced there alfo3 and being th\ 
awmolefted and chafedup and down dai he fled, 
New-England, and after fome difficulties andi, 
layesy by great ftorms and difajlers at Sea upont, 
Sands and Coafts of Yarmouth, which retarded s 
Voyage till another years he arrived there at lay, 
where be was Paftor to @ precious flock at Cat, 
bridge about fourteen yeers. He was but 46., 
47. years old when be dyed. His fickneffe beg,} 
with a fore throat, and then a (quinacyy and then 
fevers whereof he dyed Augutt 25. 1649. Ti. 
was one thing he faid upon his deathbed, Lord, I 4, 
viley but thou art righteous ; and to thofe that we| 

about kim, he bade them love Felus Chrift dear,| 
that little part that Ihave in him, is no {mall Con, 
fort to m= sow. ar TS 

His manner of preaching was clofe and fearchin 
and with abundance of affeltion and compaffion; 
bishearers. . He took great pains in kis preparai| 
ons jor bis publick lahours, accounting it a cur; 
thing to do the work of the Lord negligently 3 ai 
therefore (pending ufuially tyo or three whole dayes ' 
preparing for tke work of the Sabbath, had bis Se 
mons fanifbed ufually on Saturday by two of the cloo 

He bath Sometime exprest hinsfelf thus ine. 
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ay 


i TotheReaders 
God will curfe that mans labours that Iumbers 


| up and down inthe world all the weck, and 
When upon Saturday in the afternoon gocs to 


Whis Study, when as God knows that time were 


| 
ti 


| his heart in frame, &c.He affecied plainneffe to- 
ther with power in preaching, not feeking abjtrufi- 
is, nor liking to hover and foar aloft in darkex- 
Aeffious , and fo fooot his Arrows ( as many Preas 
Hers do) over the heads of his bearers, 
fy Lt és a wretched ftumbling block to fome, that bis 
f rmons are fomewhat firz, and (as they term it) 
| ia : fome fouls can relifh none but meal-mouth’d 
ireachers, who come with foft and fmooth,and tooth- 
Wife words, byflina verba byffinis viris : Bue thefe 
s need humbling Minifteries, and bleffed be God 
at there are any 3 for wherethere are no Law- 
f ermons, there will be few Gofpel-lives, and were — 
f ere more Law-preachingin England by the men ef. 
i fis there would be more Gofpel-walking both by 
4 emfelves and the People. To preachthe Law, not 
W aforc’d affected manner, but wifely and powerful- 
Ml, together with the Gofpel, as Chrift bimfelf was 
font to do (Mat. §. and elfewhere ) is the way to 
Werry on all three together, [enfe of mifery, the appli- 
rt2on of the remedy, and the returns of thankefulweffe 
ed duty. Noris any doctrine more comforting thai 
| is bumbling way of God, if rightly managed. 
WM It is certainthe foundations of after-forrows and 
| vines to the Church, have ever been laid in the days 
WW ber profperisy, and peace, and reft, when {he in- 
i| allber pleafant things. This the watchmen of 
rae! fhould fore fee, and therefore what fhould they 
Wy but feck tokumble and awaken, and fearch and 
elt mens hearts, and warn every one night ard 
so A4 day 


little enough to pray and weepin, andtoges 


may ot fit n away the things of t tt er Peace i i fe 


a iornepe iss that they wou 


«fee, Henceit (axes abcu, that a day of rol fron 


| dutlion, ana of f liberty to. educing Spirits: té deceivel 


~ TotheReaden 


ee tearsy that inthe day of t thefr aa 


are iberefere three requeltss which we, 

: beg of Gid, with bended keice for England, toperp 
tuate othe pre ent profperity and ee ereafs a and i 
us ay jitenid Fler tothe 3 ouniAg . and ‘praying on) 
dd be bl e Loi ds vent ae i 


cers in thefe. Petitions, 
Tage right widerfanding and { nbd ule of ier 
Por when People come firjt out of bandage,they are | 
to. be nat only fomewbat ‘ond of their liberties, bu 
ax giddy and- manton with liberty, and infteads 
pa offrke Lliody yokes. ofrtens to caft apie 
tm partihe Gournment ait bleffed y ‘ohe of Chrift a a 


porfecution 9 » hich foould bea day of liberty to th 
aints to force God, may become a d: ay Of great fl 


and’ Pine aud miflead them from the tréths am 
weyes of God, But the machinations of inieity thoug\ 
in CO? junction with the powers and gates of hells fear 
certatizl yy) fall at lajt before Trash and Prayer. wt 
of this. is ‘the fi rf. Treatife hich is feafenably pi 
lifh'd. 


76 be fat Bow to ihe Ree ‘Pall the ‘bonds ah 
cards.of God and Manis the. Perfection of iibertys 
Hence there is not a ape er Coriiet- flase of ruine 10 «| 
Chriftian Com monwealih, that God will break then 
with uiparallel’d del rudd ions by Jone over flowing 
fcourre, when the day of s vengeance is.in his hea C 
than t0t/ ink ibat Religion as none of their Liberties 
and yet how waxy fous of. B lial, ave there void o 0; 
coun(c}l, ncither is there any underftanding it 
them, x60 imagine vain things,, and [a> Leeu 
break his bands NE 2 and: cal away, his cor i 


ftom 


_ . TotheReader> 

mus? How do men run into extremes, either 
Aeiching and paring every one to the Gyants bed, 
7s; t ss Bie . eae) . , lg tas P ila 
ld thereby denying liberty to the Saints to ferve 
Wt, according to the meafure of their Stature in 
Wrz, or elfe onthe other hand opening the door fo 
| le, as to plead for liberty to. allthe di i[guifed ene~ 
1 | ies and fins ag ain{t Chrift,. thereby inflead of unin 
Wg the Saints im one, indeavouring through « 
Weadfull mijtaketo unite Chrift and Belial ?, Tis a 
2 thing when a manis come to this palfesthat he is 
Wt able to. vefolve bis. confcience whether Baal be 
M4, or.the Lord be God, and therefore would not 
i He the wor (hippers of Baal punéht, for fear left Ba- 
i ould be God, Is liberty nothing but indifference 
Mand ivrefolution of fpirit in the things of God ? 
i to the valley of vifion, even to a finfall Nation 
icon with iviquity, and led away from the trath 


ie 


itisin Jefus,.and to the Hoft of the high ones 
at ficon high, ix the day of his vifitation if this 
i ig {pirit of thefe. times for in theday. when he 
i 


| 


{ 


ts, God will vifit for thefe things. a | 
2. Ihat bis Word, efpecially the Word of kis 
[pel, may be precious and power full; may ranand 
glorified in England. Alas | as there is much 
aching, but few ferious, few heart-breaking Ser- 
ss fo there is much heaving y but litle effectual 
rring. Men fland dike the Oakes of Bafhan, be= 
lathe words of the God of Urael, xo terrour of the 
rd, no news of everlafting destruction, no evidence 
in 2e fierce anger of God upon them, which burns - 


Pwntoche bottom ofhell, can take hold upox, 
Wer {pirits, or awaken their. confciencess to make. 
juries after God in this their day syea if the bars. 
the pit of hels were broken, andaf the devils of hell. 
4 come flying up amougit usy in cnr folenn Af- 
Besa ee ae fembliesy 
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ee 
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fenbdies, from the fiery corners of the Pit below, w) 
everlafting burnings about their eares, and wp) 
chains of darkwefs ratling at their heels y they mig 
fright men out of their wits perbaps, or from the ac 
of fix it may be for a time, but it would not works 
on their hearts, their defperate, dead,befotted beart\ 
The fooles in Ucael will have thesr fwinge in the 
lufts, and go to bellin a fullcariere, let God dot 
heft: Obthe hardneffe of mens hearts ! And 1 
main reafon of it, 2s becaufe they hear but a found! 
words, but they do not bear the Lord in that Wore 
they hear words that are [poken by God, but they he | 
not, they fee not God himfelf therein. If ever th 
wouldest profit by reading or heaving, take eve| 
word as a fpeciall meffage to thee from God 5 and 
this fruitlefs bearing, and the rules of hearing | 
right is the other Freatife, | 
3. Gonfcience of bis Sabbaths. Of which there 
an elaborate difcourfe of this Author, formerly pu 
lifo'd by bimfelf. Therefore we fhall adde no moi 
The biefing of heaven go with thefe, to ake us awl 
ling People inthe day ofhis power. to /ubmit} 
his Word, and to come under the wing of the Gover’ 
ment of Fefus Chrift , as efteeming thefe fpiritu 
gnercies our beft mercies, ortr choyce/t and dearest | 
berties.If ever the Lord Fefus ( which mercy forbia 
fhould take his dolefull and finall farewell of ti 
Englith Nution,as when he laid the tomb-ftone up 
Jerufalem, fuch as thefe willbe bis mournings on 
us: Oh Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that kill 
the Prophets and burneft them that are fencunt 
thee, asthey did in the time cf Pepery, how ofte 
would [ have gathered thy children cogether (1 
my Word and Spirit therein.) even as #Hen gathei, 
eth her Chickens under the wings ( of my {peciat 
| | punk Govern 


othe Reader, | 
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vernment and Protection ? ) but ye would not; 


"Tathe Reader. ., 


‘Thy Servants in Jefus, and for 
Jcfus fake, 


William Greenhill. 


hos Samuel Mather. 
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Chrifias READERA 
; ; : 1 


= He precious memory of the Auth} 
| of thefe enfuing SERMON) 
2} feeds no reviving to any graciol 
aad hicart, that had any knowledge 1 
esstes him. Ycathe world knows in pd 
(though but in a little part) by fome pieces of bi 
formerly Printed (while he was yet with us)wh 
this Author was, what it owes to God for hi 
and how juftly ic might figh over his grave, wi'f 
that of the Apoftle, Of whom the World was} 
worthy! His praife throughout all. che Ghurchel 
is farre above any addition by: fo mean.a pen} 
writes thefe lines. Bue itis nor fit that the fil 
page of any thing publithed after his death (fill 
Edoubt not but his death is long ago publick 
took notice of } thould go without fome’ wi} 
neffe of a mournfull remembrance thereof, whic] 
indeed no tears can fofficiently lament. We wk} 
fometimes fate under his foadow, and were fel 
from God by him, (the poor flock of this Shef! 
berd) among whom he lived,teftifying Repentant\ 
tewards God, and faith towards our Lord Feff' 
‘Chrift s and whom he fomstimes exhorted, comfor' 
ted and charged every one of usias a Father doth bi 
Cseeesrsvyy eves 3) Children 
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| Tothe Chriftian Reader: 
sildsen ; we cannot but carry forrow in: the 
itome of our hearts to thisday, chat wee mutt 
ire fec his face no more. Neither do we believe 
fithis loffe remains with usalone, or only with- 
athe limigs of chis remote wilderneffs 5 the be- 
| fit (and confequently the want) of fuch a’ bur- 
iieg and fhining Light, is of more general] con- 
| pee than we'cafily apprehend , efpecially in 
isAge, wherein not only many fit in aweer 
Hirkneffe, but which is more, the wew Light 
\iercof is darknefle; and the Love of many wax- 
Wecold. Butwemuftall be filent before Him, 
Wrote judgements are unfearchable, Neither 


Wey we ‘prefume to fay to him, What doeft 
ie 7 


Icis inftandy and not without caufe defired by 
many, that fuch religues of his Labours.as do fur- 
Mave him, may be (at leaft fome of them) impart- 
Bcothe publick. To effect any thing confide- 
ble that way, ienot, an cafic or fudden work. 
dnc this {mall piece being at prefent arrained s it 
W-med not amiffe to let ic pafs the Prefs. Thefe 
: ie fonye ofhis Lecture Sernions, Preached moft 
Achem inthe year, 1641. They are now éran- 
Ikibed by a godly Brother, partly from the Au- 
| 


| 
] 
i 


t 
iors own notes, partly from whathe took from 
is mouth:» .Thefubje& € in-both the Texts) is 


Ml ercat ufc, arid’needfull for thefe eimes 5 wher- 
there is more Liberty, than good ufe of its and 
Wich more commonand outward, than faving 
Wd cffeCtuall knowledge of the word of God. 
Mhefe pofthumous editions are far fhort of what 
Mc Author was wont to do, and of what the Ser- . 
Hons were in preaching, But though the fenfe 
| : not cycry where fofull, nor every ining fo 
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To the Chriftian Reader, 
thorowly {poken to, nor the itile fo good by fl 
(as che Authors manner was ) yet che intelligé 
Reader will find a precious treafure of truch in | 
nog fi¢ to be buried or negle&tcd. The Proph 
do not live for ever, but their words do : Tj 
_ Lord make them fuch ever-living words as m) 
take hold of all our hearts, not for judgemer 
but for mercy , for one of thefe wayesthcy fh 
live ; yea, rife up at the laft day. a | 
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| B. ; _ provokes God, to bring into bon- 
| Page dage. Ae: 

) Ondage : What it is to which Reafons of it. 9,10 Wcw 
JD God delivers them that caft 
off his government. 

wafion by forein enemies. 
fetting anthority againft them. 
preffing them by one another. 
Ring away good Governours. 
ing them up to Satan, 

pd to their own lufts. 9 
bat are the fins, for which God 
bringsinto Bondage? 1 
ndage of the good and the wicked, 
how at differs. 15 
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The forts of it. 4 
Internall.. 4 And Externail. 5 
Want of government, a judgement.3. 
When men may be faid to caft off 
Chrifts government. 18. fee 24.and 
fee Ordinances, When men fubmit to 
Chrift. 20,23. t0 29 
In Chrifts government, he ufeth a 
threefold power. 30 
Motives to. come under Chrifts Go= 
vernment. 8k 
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A Hurch of God, why “deprived of | | A™%#s the caufes of the by ue 


her liberty. il of Lawes. : 7 
purch-members that are private What prudence is to be ufed in make 
ing Laws. - 70 


pn.intheir duties ave.48:what de. 
fe caufes of their negleét of their 


And how for human laws bind.qo¢y¢ 


i er 
eee 


duty. $2,09'c. Gods Law onely can immediately 
by mez receive not more peed bind the Confctence. 7® 
from them than they do. Good Lawes have relation to the 
Pivenant of God, if broken, God re- wih! of God. a 
[jects fuch as break it. allo Rae Pi | ibe 
Wh break Covenant with Chrift, is to f Penal Laws. 74 


Liberty fee Government ; the {weeteft 
Liberty, is to be under Chrift: 4% 


caft off his government as King. 31 
ple of God ed be faid to break Liberty, how its abufed. “79 
Covenant, and how, 33 | Love to Chrift, afign of fubjeCtion to 

, bee 84 


Overnment : fee Power. To| Love'to Gods people, another fign. 84 
caft of Gods Goverament, | Who do not love Gods people. 85 
ou : M 
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What Gods government is. Ast 
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ject to them, and why. 64 oP, this Power 15. 
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refpect, not being fubject tothem. 64 |e whenits caft off. po 
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Minifteriall power what it is. sig OE capt off oe Sh 
And if this be not sre chi is wine ann 
-caft off. is Ra 
And when men def pifed it. R eck , to be taken, and 


R ek of them, is thety ¥ 
da. 0." 0 oh a Riri and a meee 4 
Ores. When men adde +H 
their own inventions to Gods me 
Ordinances, they caft off Chrifts es Aran, to be given over to ‘bien 
vernment. judgement of God... 
seat take heed off thiss and why. Service, what itis... 
Servants cenfured for reaning, ‘Al 
When men naleftro} Onnaar= and “i their Mafters. | 
* apthem, they caftoff Chrifts go> | Subjefion,, fee Government, aa | 
vernment. 35! Dangerous not to yeeld Havel 
To caft of ordinances, is a temptation n | Chrift. | 
‘sof Satan- 35 Subjedtion to Chrift,. when it is i | 
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Yo pollute Ordinances whatit is. 39 | ae oe, 
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Mnernees: We are 14 
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4. By not feb to pace in them: 41; Uae fais bondage. 4 
| Motives and Direéions to it. 973 la, 
Re | Objedtions’ anfwered that binder nat 
Pp Ower, fee Government. Power paghs Cn yt tes 
of Chrift i in Government... °° ! geen Sey 
BeAielate, Qe Derivative, 30 Mi |‘ 
_ nifteriall 30) 
a Abfelute. and Kinglysd ie men | 
» caft-off this. 5 2 We 
a Derivative power pessctey On| il of Chrift, twofold. 
» gives to tb Chahsobacsacsesieg lowe: \eriatt Cafe Of ‘| 
ae BY GOOG TRON Sasibes ba — whod 4p jade all 
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- 2CHRON. 12. 8. ete 
Ivertheleffe they (all be his fervants, that 
I they. may know say fervice, and the fervice 
of the kingdoms of theCountrey. 


aoe He greateft part of this Chapter is fpentin 
ax  ferting down that famous War which 
\- Shifhak King of Egypt made againft Ree 


. boboam King of Fudab. 
BVA legt ~ The caufe of this War in regard of 
Pests shifhakis not fer down; probable con- 


tures there be: Zeroboam probably might be treache- 
Wis, who having a party in Egypt, left Rehoboam fhould 
|Pw too great, rogether with fome other pretended 
Hongs, might awaken this Bear from his den 5 but in re- 
BdofGod, you may fee the Reafon fet down, Verf. 2. 
Waufe they bad tran{greffed againft the Lord. 

Wvhe time of this War ts fer down inthe 1. Verf. When 
Mbad cftablifhed the Kingdome by wholefome Lawes, ¢- 
Mting Gods worfhip, and countenancing godly men, 
Bic, 11. 16, 17% which. continued three years, and 
4 fitengthened 


a 


| beg o 
¥ 


Ae en SAB we. DF AS RE, CARRE RAED NE SN ae ats at) 
*. AwholefomeCaveat, ~ . 
fivengthened himfelf by fortified places, and munition; 
for yrar; as in the foregoing Chapter appears. Now wh 
he had moft peace and quiet, he and all Tfrael fudden| 
forfake the Lord, which was the fourth years and in 
fifth year comes Shifhak, and with a mighty hoatt: 
all before him untill he come tothe chiefCity. | 

Now in Verf. the 5. and 6. is fet down the repentan) 
of the people with their Princes efpecially. . Shemajas 
who no doubt had {poke againft their idolatrous, cout 
before, takes his feafon when they were low and tame 
ahd tels them the true caufe of cheir mifery, Verf. 5. Nip 
ny fins mere were in the Land, as Idolatty, and Whol; 
domes, &c. yet the venom was, They had forjakee | 
Lord: Letthe fin-be what ir willbe, yerlet it be fucly 
‘one as men forfake the Lord by it, that’s the provocati¢§ 
~ hereupon they humble themfelves, fome effeQually, for 
hypoeritically, yet’ all outwardly, and fay the Lore 
righteous; they extenuate not their fin, they lay nore 
blame on man, no not on Shifhak, but {ee the Lord, jul 
fichis proceedings, The Lord isrightgous, we vnrighs 
ous, although it were more heavy then it is. 4 
Now in the 7. Verf: and inthe words read is fet do}, 
the mitigation of Gods plague, and the moderation of 
chaftifement, I will not pour out all my wrath, yert this 
it not fit to thew perfedt deliverancey:I'le make them], 
wants, to letthem know, yc. % eeu A 
There are two parts in the words read. Oa 
x.The punifhment or chaftifement on Fudah for forfak:} 
the Lord, and backfliding from him, which is bondig 
and privation of the liberty they had, they muft-be Sif 
_ oaks fervants. oa ae ga 
“2, The Lords end, it was Very gracious, That 1| 
mayeknow my-fervice, €5¢- ee olaeas | 
For explication. 5 Si “hy 


fore atinte of) L iberty. 


OSE ie They hall know. ) 
Not Ra the knowledge of the’ brain, for that they 
iow, bur knowledge of experience, as ft’s faid in: 


Valltheir babications , they fhall know that i am rhe 
ord. Now what fhall they know offt 2° 
w. The difference berweecn them, the forrow of the 
‘the fweet ofthe other; the mifery of the one, and 
f dneffe of the other; rhe bondage of the onc, and? 
ce liberty of the other. 
There might be many things vebferved from the words, 
Mic I note only the general. 
 Obfer. ‘That when any people of God forfake the Lord, 
il caft eff bis government oder them, they provoke the Lord 
put them under tke bondage of ancther government. They 
at abule Gods liberty muft be under bondage; the Lord 
ich a Kingdome in this world moft gloriousshence when 
| len will not be under ir, if they wiilnot be ruled by him, 
1 icy mnfi be ruled by the whip; and if Chrifts laws can- 
btbind, Chrifts chains muff. fet. 5.19. And it fhall come 
| paffe when ye (ball fay, Wherefore doth the Lord all tpefe 
{ ce us? then fpalt thou anfwer them, Like as ye have 
iE 
| ve frrangersi in aland that is not yours. Plal, 109.10, T1- 
H ie as fit indarknesfe and in the fhadow of death, being. 
nd inaafflisiion and iron, becaufe they rebelled again{t the 
prds ef Gos, and conterned the counfell of the moft high. 
12 20. 24,25- Becaufe they bad not executed my: Fudge 


i 


| 
1 
| 


ats;.but had defpifedmy Statutes, and polluted my Sab- 
hs, dsc. Wherefore Tpave them alfo ftatutes that were not 
dy ‘and judgements whereby they (Lould not live, dyc.Lach. 
£15,16. “And the Lord {aid unto me, Take unto thee yet 
e infbruments of a foolifh Shepherd. Vert. 16. For lo I will 
Iki fe up afhepherd in the land which fhall not vifit thofe that 
cut off. nor feek the-young one, nor heal that that is bye ken 2 
r feed that that ftandeth jiill, (ec. 


ili 


a, then faith the Lord, Vle not feed and shen he fets o- 
them Idol fhepherds. - 


od, he goes akout to fubject God to him,nay to his lutts; 
i: 24. Thonkaft made me ta ferve with thy fins. For 


percaull, patient, and pitrifall co him, when he isn 
Bra league 


6.ult. When I fhali-have made rhe Land defolate 


enme, andferved firange gods inyour land, fo fhallye. 


ance people break covenant with God, and loath: 
Thisis certain, when the foul will nor fabjedt it elf to 


oft hem muff floop, arid a man would have the Lend: 


’ Dor. Ve. 


cal 4 
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if? o 


hence, t 


league \ 


be fome other government th 
Hence ferall the Saints in t 
faces fubje@ted tothe Lord, his good wil and right 
ous wayes, and then his goodneis fhall flow down ui 
on themin a through Chrift, for otherwife we hag 
nothing todo with good, but when we are fer right hj 
God. Hof. 2. 19. Iwill betroth thee unto me for CUE, Fil 
I will betroth thee unto me in righteoufneffe, mm judgeme 
in loving kindneffe and mercy, Gee The Lord will chy} 
command, all creatures to be ferviceable to his Chun 
and people 5 Verf. 21, 22- Bur on the contrary mife | 
muftneeds feizupon the foul that doth caft of the £4 
vernmentofthe Lord Jefus: Thus mach for the ger} 
rall explication of rhe point. oo) 
Now in particular. x. Whatis this government 5} 
fervice of God? : i ao | 
2. What isthat bondage he captivates his unto?» ij 
3. Why doth the Lord dothus? ited | 
Queft. 1. What isthis government or fervice of Gi 
which being fhaken off the Lord gives them over to bot 
dage? nice ol ga 
Anf.. There is a double government of the Lord o! 
his people. ¥ ee eae | 
y, Internall or inward, of which otfr Saviour fpea| 
Luk. 17.2%. The kingdome of God (faith Chrift) cai; 
not by obfervation and outward ponip; Foy behold | 
kingdome of God is within you : And this is noth! 
eile in’generall , but when the Lord doth by his Sp’ 
inthe word of his grace caufe. the whole foul wilt) 
ly to fubmit and fubjedt itfelf ro the whole will of € 


far asit’s made known to-it 3 thisis the inward king? 
il of God and government of Chriftin the foul. Ro. 8° 
4, So many as are led by the Spirit are the fons of God. Pi. 
19.2. The Lord fall fend the rod of thy firength out of 
tion, doc. 2.,Cor, 10.4. For the weapons of our warfare are 
Bot carnall, but mighty throngh God the pulling down of 
Prong holds. Verl, 5. Bringing into captivity every thought 
My the obedience of Chitft. Thereare mighty boifterous di-.. 
Hiempirs, but the Lord when he comes in his Kingdome, 
Wo fic upon che royall turone ofthe hearts of bis people, 
flow they file : and this is rhe inward Kingdom 
Wee Chrift, like a poor Subjec& pardoned and received, 
Mio fayour, he is before the face of the Prince continually 
Attending on him. Revugl. 7.14, ¥8. Thefe are they 
phich came out of great tribulation, and have wafbed 
Mbeir vobes, and mace then whtie iA the blood of the Lamb. 
Wiyer(. 15. Therefore are they before the throne of God, and 
f bos him day and night in his Temple, dc. Now this ts 
Waneant in part by Gods fervice in thefe dayes; do you think 
: he Lord cared for thoufands of Rams ? no, but to walk 
fihumbly, Mica. 6. Did he care for Temple aud Ordi- 
f bipwr 2 no, but Ifa.1. 19. If be be willing ands obedient, - 
We frall eat the good of the land. Neh. 9. 20. Ja thofe 
Miayes bee gave them his good Spirit t0 inftruct 
Wem. > ie! ff 
i] co. Externall or outward , the end and inftigation of 
Miwhich was tofet up and help forward the inward; for 
iM-xrernall. Ordinances are nothing in themfelves, . 
mean things, but as they are appointed and fandtifi- 
ied for this end,*chey are moft glorious : and there- 
} ie Chriftthreatens the Jewes, Marth. 21.. 43. That 
the Kingdome fhould betaken from them 3 what was that? 
[Surely nccinward , for thar they had nor, but the our- 
mvvard and excernall means called Gods kingdom; all rhefe 
Wahielps and means fhalfbe taken from you, and alllaid 
Mruinous. Now this externall kingdom of Chrift is dou- 
tebe. > 
a | The externallkingdome or government of God 


(ti 
| 


| 


ine Pan. 2: 44,45. Dan. 7. 27.-It fhall be given ts rhe 
S 


P 


beafts, or cages of uiiclean’ b 


| 
| 
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i 
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* felves to this kingdom of Chrift, 


eforee Caveat. 
ihe matt. Hide Whafe kingdome is ait ever staf 
dome, and all the Princes of tie world fhall tae | 


_ This, ourward Kingdom Chrift adminifireth “ata 
his, people i in this world: And chis was‘part of the Lor 
government over his people herein, enguey various fre 
our. form now. - e 
2. Of the Common-wealth, “which “may have div 
forms, and had inthe time of Hrael 5 butit receiving 
law from God, and governing for God, hence it wast 
government of God, and fubjection hereunto was {ab 
ion and fervice to God himfelf: And hence when bf ) 
people caft off Samiel, 1 Sam 8:5. They have not \ 
jected thee but me, Rev-11. 15¥ The kingdomes of the wo) 
cave become the kingdomes of our Lord and of his Chrift, “a. 
he fhall reign for ever and ever. -For,alchough the Col i 
mon-wealth of Ifrael was made up of the Church, ang 
hence Fofephus calsit a Theocracy,where the Lord govet;ia 
ed; and yet the fame thing had divers sare, formes.a fi 
‘refpedts,and hence there was a diverfe government chedl, 
and hence made diverfe, 2 Chron.19. §, 8. Jehofaphat fous 
Judges inthe land throughout all the'fenced Cittes.* Such ff 
the wildneffe, Loldnefs, & careleinc{s of mens hearts, thn 
they do notonly need Jawes, bit watchmen over thet 
tofee they be kept: and hence the Lord appointed’ oP : 
chief, fome Judges in every City, and-alfo fome in evel} 
Village, as by proportion may be gathered, Exod. rca ty 
very ten men had one over them. nh 
Now this was the bleffed wifdome of’ God to put fle 
gato {weet fuberdination one wato another for himfelf. fp 
1. Every one profeffing his name is made for God, hit 
Chrift, as Lordof Lords, unto whom every knee ee Me 
peat inwardly fubject. 3 
2. Hence the Lord ( it beiagnot good to abel ni } 
rohimfelt) eré&sa Kingdome of rhe Church wich | 
own power, and authority, and eerie in it for th : 
end. , 2 he q 
2: This being poor and thiftlefle againe inward. q 
cutward revenge, hence the Lord fets up Kingdoms! 
the world, which cither rule for this end or thefe ends 
nor, ifthey donor, they are coanfwerit, anc 
day to Chritt, whom God hath made head over all things: 
the Church. Eph. 1. 22. Ifthey dp, then their governmen} 


judgement a aad kingdome is the Lords ina! peciall ; 
ers 


for atime of Liberty. 
em: and hence break the yoak of fubjeétion to any one 
thefe, you caft off Ghrift, the Lords government and 
| rvice 5 and being fo linked’ tegether, in truth if you, 
Mireak one you break all, and this.will provokerche Lord 
i make youkiffe che clink , and co put your.necks under 
ron bondage that refufe fubjeGion to%him. 


i | 


‘i 


igo which the Lord gives over inis people when they have - 
igattoff his government, this will provoke rhe Lord if 
Bhe Lord be caft off, and the cafting off the government 
BfGhrift will bring the moftfamous Kingdoms,Churches 
iid Families into bondage; you will fay what is this 
tifondage? when is it that che Lord takes his feafon for 


| 2 é execution ofit?. © 
B\ 12. moneth before the Lord fent Shifbak: ‘Here he was 
Mnore quick. Nebuchadnezzar comes at laft, and many 
Mears tis before the Lord dothit. . 
sll, 2. The Lord is various in working, as he is wonder- 4 
fidgull and hath divers wayes or means of bondage, he hath 
i) rete prifons and chaines chan one. ui 
i | Firtt, fometimes the Lord opens the door of a King- 
i#iom or State, for the inrode of fome forraign, or it may be - 
iparbarous Enemy,breaking in fometime by power, ‘com- 
fo te in ‘fometime by craft, and then ruling like Lions, 
iclmvhich the Lord. makes to-vex and prick the people of 
bigsed 5 thus here their lives were fpared, but liberties loft. 
Wthus: Fudg.2.13, 14. Fhey forfook the Lord, and ferved Ba- 
tileland Afbtaroth. And in verf. 14. The anger ofthe Lord - 
fi jar hor againft Wracl, and he diliveredsthem into the 
ff bands of {poylers that fpoyled them. Ver.>15. Whitherfoe- — 
tmver they went out, the hand of the Lerd was againft them for 
‘Mevill. Andthische Lord doth many times fuddenly,cthat 
i he would ever think that ever the Lord fhould befo 
ii@ridden ; the Lord can be as‘quick to punifh, as man to fin, 
ni 9 that unexpectedly. Eccl, 9. 12. Man knows net bis 
| ime but are taken like fifo. in an evill net fuddenly, Lam. 

4s £2. The kingdomes of the earth, and all the inhabitants of 

Bi he.wortd would not have beleeved, judg. 5.8. They fet up 
ew gods, and war was in the gate. 

| -2, Sometimes: the Lord: turns the edge: of thar lawful 
authority God hath fet ever them.againft themfelves, to 
Abe aheavy {courge from God upon them : Thus it was 
| with’ Ifrael.in Egypt,’ Bxod. 18, 9. there acofe-aKing , 
| ee a «B 4 whica 


HN Queff. 2. Whatisthar bondage or other government Queff. 2 


A. 1. The Lord takes hisowntimes to do it,thefe were 4, fv. I. 


 Awholefome Cave 


which knew not Fofeph, and it’s faid then they wereo 
preffed: Thus Jeroboam whom the ten Tribes’ choy 
Hof. 5. 11. he oppreffed the people he will ‘be ; 
novating, and this becomes their oppreffion : Thust 
people under the reign of degenerate Solomon ( thoup| 
their complaint might be in part unjuft..) Such isthe 
nome of fin an unfubduedneffie to the Kingdém Ge; 
that the Lord tutns light into darkneffe , and mak 
an aking head matter of forrow to all the ftare and bie 
dy of people. Ecclef. 10. 16. Wo tothee, O Land: when 
King is achild. Andone man fhall doa world of hug 
one Shebna or Amaziah, and thisthe Lord doth in Jufli) 
many times for caftiug off his government. | Seay 
3. Sometimes the Lord gives a people up intothe han 
of one another tobe mutuall oppreffors of each. otha 
that aman neighbour fhallbe his oppreffor. Zach: 5 
9 Iwill pitty no more the inhabitents of the land, In 
deliver them every one into his neighbours hands. I will fq 
you no more, that which dyeth let it dye, ds that which is if 
' off let it becut off, and let the reft eat every one the fle(h of # 
norber.. Sometimes the Lord ts pleafed to fend marvelle 
firaits into #p'xce, thatmen‘are forced to imbondag 
themfelves fomerimes by words as bitter as death, if 
fharp as arrows; the Lord is plealed for the forfaking\f 
his righteous wayes to make a mans felf rip his own bi 
wels, the father againft che childe,*the mafter fhatl bi 
fcourge to the fervant,and the fervant fhall be a fcourge;| 
his mafter, weary him of his Iffe, the government of cf 
Lord inamans heart or family being caft off, Mic. 
4,5. Truftnot ina friend: No greater bondage in of 
world then for men profefiing the Lord, tobe defperant 
ly fet one againft another, |» | opt Rabe 
4. By taking fromapeople all that righteous .powd 
of government the Lord hath fet over them, when a pe} 
ple defpifing the Lord and inward government firft( 
there all begins ) and fo not prizjng what they have, mj 
praying forthem, nor fubje&ing tethem, the Lord het 
upon fends fome fickneffe , or fome other evill, 4 
they are eicher fuddenly taken away, or gradually, aj| 
when they are gone,all fink, or elfe fuch croffe carriagi 
that as Mofes faid, fo fay chey, Ecannot bear this peop, 
Thus Judges 21. 25. Men did what was right intheir 01, 
eyes when there was no King in Ifrael. No State fo milet 
ble asan Anarchic , when every One isa flave, becau} 
f “* € 


| fora time of Liberty. 


r one will bea Mafter. Thus, Ifa. 3.1, 2.6. Be aru- 


us. No, Vlenot undertake torule. So, 2 Chro. 15. 
i's. when without ateaching Prieft, then no peace at all, 
n Will not be under government of them, you fhall not 
Hive them ,° they fhall reft in peace, and you fhall chen 
Miow the want of them. nay bree 


al.81. 12. SoT gave them up to their own hearts lifts, 
dthey walked after their own counfels. Rey. 22.11. Let 
Wait that is filthy be filthy frill. , | 

Wf When the Lord fhall give a man over to Satan, not*on- 
Mirowinnow him, to let out the chaffe, and foro make 
ic grain the purer, or to buffet them as he did Paul, but 
M@ infnare them, and hold them, that he —fhall 
péonly cempt,: buc his temptations fhall take, and*not 
hely take, but holds, 2 Tim. 2. ult. Who are taken captive 


| 
4| ry’ 
| inde him and hardenhim, fill him with pride, pafiion, 
i eh hatred of Gods’ people ,, cavi'ling againft the 
‘gords wayes Of grace, flighting of his betters defpifing 
| ‘wholefome counfell from his deareft friends, that he 
| 
| 


at] 


lows not that gray hairs ave upon him. And after this when 
od hath caft out,it may be the Church doth: alfo, a 
oft fearfull bondage that the Lord gives {uch a foul o- 
fr unto. ) | 

There are two reafons of this point,which I collect on- 
i from the ftory in this Chapter. * . 
im Reafon ¥. Inregard of the righteous Judgement of 


‘i od. Ie’s juft and equall that he that will not be ruled 


} 
Wi 
H 


J 


faits 3 he that will wor be in fubjedtion to a mercifull 
if hrift, he fhould bein bondage to unmercifull men : 
wis an humbled, heart will acknowledge, as thefe 
i here, Verf. 6. They acknowledged the Lord tobe 
‘ zhteous - Man being fallen it had been righteous with 


| 


iy this bleffed Lord Jefus, he fhouldbe ruled by his - 


God 
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God to have left all men as ‘the Angels chat fell in ch\ 
of darkneffefor ever. Bucamong: his Church and y: 
-plethe Lord:fends the Gofpel to ) proclaim liberty, 4 
withit fends Chrift with his Spirit, to come to the pr 
-doores of poor finners, 10 give \repentance as ‘well as: 
-miffion of fins, and now if they will ner come oate 
‘bondage, accept of the Lords. liberty, ‘tis. 
righteous todeal with them as we-do with prifon 
- demned to die; if the Prince comesto the prifon-deo 
‘and fayes, Tam comettogive thee thy life, nay andtif 
-ispardon 3 nay favour, and to pull offthy chaines @ 
_mnowifhefaiesno, Ihadrather be inprifon 5 every 
-. Sswill fay iv is jnfts andiasiitwas in the year of Jubild 
that would not go free was to’be.a bondman ‘forie: 
“Tis very righteous to givemen their own choyce, "ti 
_ U@grong toler thembhave their own will : If indeed] 
Jaws of Chrift were Draco’s lawes, hard:and heavy, tl: 
“were fomething toobje@, but they are moft fweer, 
for which of all other ibleflings men have caufe to bh; 
him, Pfaloxvqg. alt.» Ee i ag Aled 
Reafon -2. Inregard ‘of the mercy or mercifull i} 
‘dom ofthe Lord towards his Church and people, efpf 
ally his peculiar ones,’ that‘hereby they keep ithe cl} 
‘cothe Lord,fet a higher price ppon the rules and goviy 
~yment ofthe Lord, love his kingdome themore , andi 
liberties. thereof , and ufe them better when they hf 

-them/again, fohere, that they: may know my fervice, (ih 

1. How {weer irjs, “Experience we? fawis:the Mii 
of fools ; fuch isthe foolifhnefs of mens heartsthat 
are many times nevertruly taughracruth wll they, 
tavght ir by fenfe, Prous $0.11 sand thou mourn at laft ¥ 
thy flefh is. confumed, tellca man ofall the glery of 

-0Gaints, they never underftand irtill they feelit, relk, 
‘of che woe of their wayes 5 they will nor believe | 

‘they fee ity Pfalv32: 97 Be not as the hor feor mule that | 
no underftanding, whofe mouth muft be beldinwith bi} 
“bridle. Hofeare. 11. Ephraim is like an Heifer th, 
taught. Like untamed ‘Horfes chat will caft their th) 
unleffe they be héldander and backr, ‘and then they, 

- gentle, fo *tishere 5 and truly “tis long before a mar 
learn the {weer of Chrifts government : hence I/raeb) 
be longin Egyptian bondage , and'many long! miferi¢, 

‘in the Lord 


# 


Othae ifchere be either juflice or mercy - 
“willdo this, and this-point fhall be wue. 


_— foratime of Liberty. 


ig : ft Jiberty isto be under ‘the government of Chrift 
fas, although men do vor think fo: “hence the Lord 
iis them here they fhall know my fervice, they might 
y¢ replyed we do know it. No,” till they be in bonds 
ty know, it not, nor bathe fern it. So ’tis now; and 
| face fer men obferve whiles they live locfly, andare 
ded by their own wifdome., for their own ends, ac- 
i ici ing to cheirown will, at peradventures, at rovers, as 
hy F pleafe, they do think this liberty very fweer 5 and 
\ at betrer than'to be earb’din: Bat ler the Lordftrike an 
| fo w in the heart of thefe wilde bucks, that have brake 
| rk and pale, fend afflifiion, and an Iron yoke of forrow 
bo them,or difirefle of conftience, ‘if there be any fenfe 
+ i feeling left, they will bemoan themfelves, and fay, E 
i think my liberty fweer, butnow Ifee ’tis bitter ina 
fall way : and the Lords way was mott (weet, by their 
Wa confeifion. ‘Hence Pal. '2. 32 Let us break, their 
i dc. ButOh now‘hence Jearn this truth, and di- 
it throughly, that the greareft liberty lies here: do 
{ t in thy judgement think Chriftian liberty lies, in being. 


" 
f 


Iter of itto be done, nor in thy pradtice; ‘butknow, 
; pugh thou didft meet with a thoufand Sorrows with it 
a dl gtiefs, yet tisfweet. Chrifts yoke, (Mat. 11. go.)is 
and bis burthen light. What? When not a hole to 
i 1 Ae ‘head in, when a ‘reproach of mei; fe huhand 
1 j man, when he bore the Fathérs wrath? Yes, when he 
7 3 meek ander it, (not mine bat thy will be done) i it was 
if ‘moft {weet, a Kings 9. 2t,22. To bea fervant to 
Naldmon is no bendage, Pfalm: 119. ng I will rns when 
| (halt inlarge my heart. 


iWived his Churches of their liberty, and.his government 
is themat fundry times, and hath pur them under Iron 
lakes, and bonds,and forgprefiures, the réafon is fhewn. 
ay have either openly or niore fecretly caft off che go- 
rmment of the Lord, here hath been the ‘very wound 
a aile ofall Churches famous and glorious, ‘Pfal. 81. 


if cd their enemies. . The caufe‘is nor fo ‘hard to find to 2 
cerning {pirit who is privy in any meafure to the coun- 
Do God, 1 King. 9.8,'9. Solomon hath apromife that 
| ee eyes and heart (ball be to ‘his people which are un- 


twed fromthe law as arule of obedience in refped of the | 


i Ofe 2. Hence fee the reafon why the Lord: hath de- . 


Oh that they had heavkened, I fhould then fron have {ub-- 


der 


it 


“4, Hence then fee that the greateft liberty wid up I. 


ae 
: t ra 
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0 : : gt.2 ae te : ed . . ce Bae. ae 
der him: burif once they flip the Coller, then wo3 | 
ch: why ? Becaufe they forfookthe Lord that brought. 

of Egypt, they had liberty, bur they caft it off. 
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- Whar do you think was the moving. canf 
-thofe bloody perfecutions, when the blood of ¢ 
ore precious then of Chriftian Churches? w: 
‘they godly ? yes, I do not doubr of ir : but a 
here, though humbled they muft be in bondage, bee 
they had caft off the government of the Lord 4 
And hence’ in the Apofiles time evill times were ot'f 

dapoftafies from the truth, and becaufe it was lon; 
fore they were lew enough.And hence, Revel. 6. cil! 
fifth feal was opened;no crying, as it was’ with . 
in bondage, no prayer to purpofe, and becaufe the” 
{aw they would abufe all liberties if theyhad tl 
And hence in Conftantines time, when peace came in,'} 
tention came with it, and fo abufed all, that their p} 
was their poyfon. And hence m the primitive Chur 
they began to caft off the government of the Lord }# 
murmurings there were, hence came perfecution ¥ 
they were a precious people, and made bleffed ufe 
And the -Lord couples ‘their chief perfecution 1 
their .reft. And ‘tis laid, Ads 9. 31- Then hae 
Ghurchesreft, ¢xc- te ee 


And. what.do youthink of rhe reafon of hejoney 
of Antichrift, exalting himfelfabove God and alle} 
called, God, bringing the Church under the hea 
bondage fer body and foul that ever the earth 
Men did not love the truth, either fpeculative tom} 
their, minds, or practical to rule their wills 5 andh} 
left to this day... ee sn at 
; il 
What is the caufe of Bleeding Germanies wo 24 
poor Germany ' Whence the Gofpell . firft b} 
out in its full firength , that now ’tis a figle 
blood, that men in woods: like fatyres are afrai¢} 
men, aid men in Cities glad to eat the intrailt} 
Beafis, and. fometimes the flefh of their own bf 
to preferve their lives. . What was there no (| 
but the. common condition of the Church to be} 
der the croffe ? ask them, they cannot tell 
ailes them, but curle the Emperour and Swedes, | 


A 


| for atime of Liberty. — | 
[chink of it with forrow in fecret for them that 
Ky it not themfelves, they have fecrerly, I fay, 


Mivhat is the ‘caufe in our native Countrey, not-— 


Le a 
Aid for ovg felves, what fhall I fay, 1 cannot 
bleffe God and wonder to fee how ’tis with» 
hy, and rejoyce to fee many precious holy ones, 
hom one day in Gods Court is fweeter than @ 
pand elfewhere : but I muft profefie and ‘cannot 
“mourn for others, men that were eminent under 


i 


i, another gowes«proud , another fierce, another 
wacmoting ; what fhould I name all? Oh thar my 
| jrds might be healing, &c. . 

4\ 

(fe 3. Hence fee what will become of us that arenow 
dider the goverament of the Lord; ifever we caft it 
WE, cither inward, or outward, or both. “We are not 
Jiarer to’ him then his people Ifrael here, nay Fudah. 
When old Tfraelthe great and numerous tribes of Tfrael 
} Afet up calves, litle Judah and Benjamin veceived the 


i 


| efts, and yet they fell and were in bondage. iknow 
ile are not yet in bondage; yet it is not more unfeafona- 
ile to {peak now then for the Lord to Solomon, King 9.4 
Heueft. But there being much unfubduednels in the hearts 
IF the beft, how thall one know when there be fuch fins 
“a which the Lord will cafe from under his govern- 
Pattee : 
Hh Anfwert. When men donot loath their own hearts 
fir the unprofitableneffe, buc loach Gods ordinances 
Acretly, and grow weary of them as of seen 
| ae | ens, 


eo Se 
dens, becanfe of the unprofitableneffe of tbem.. 
a people find not that fpeciall good by them.w 
compenferh all loffes, and fo prize chem, but la 
on them, becanfe unfruitfull to them, Malachie 3. 13. 
{peaks to a people got out of Captivity, Your words hi 
been flout again(t me, no fay they, ’Tis in vain to ferve 
Lord, what profit is there in this? you nauit conceivet 
had many lofles, were very poor, as verf. 11.at 
on which a prond heart:cannor indure above any, 
noW No profitin mourning, fafting, &c. and Godse 
people began to chink fo: and hence, Verf. 16. Then i 
fpake often one to another, there was good effec of his si 
amon’: now what follows? Chapter 4. 1.Hence the wi 
ed fhall come and: cut off Branch and Root ia Antiog 
time, there is a burning day a comming, that fhallb 
down houfe, rootand branch: and hence, Matthew): 
43.The kingdoms {hall be given to them that bring forth fn 
You willfay, we do 5 No thy own mouth fhall cond 
thee, youdonot, you find no goed by allthe ordin 
ces Of God, ‘and hence come thole Queftions : wharw 
sant for fuch an ordinance?) the bottome is, they 7 
fele good of it, and hence grow weary of it: welli ih 
your burthen, the Lord willeafe you ofit. 
2. When youfee men (profeffing the fearof Ge} 
mutually naturally contentious, and continuing fo. 2h 
contentious with Saints which they fay they leve, 8¥ 
they are by covenant bound to love, cither from fome ¢! 
ceived wrong, and hence cannot forgive as Chrift di 
them 5 or from a prejudicate groumdlefle opinion, :t) 
care not for me, nor I for them} or froma fpirirof{ce: 
ful! Cenforioufneffe,” what are fuch and fach ? . or beca} 
diftafted, becaufe of {othe reproof in their fin 5 or by.{o| 
opinion, or by fome werldly conveniency, or laying? 
‘Lots, or reftraint of fome liberty, &c.' or becanfe of fo 
fin: Now can fit and cenfure; and fay, when thi) 
‘reutuals for a godly man may be contended with, b 
prayes and mournsand pitties, unteffe it be at fome tit 
‘but when it fhall continually abide fo:fierce and implay 
ble Ecclef..7. 9. Anger vefteth inthe bofome of fools 5 wi 
aman fhall be glad of an occafion of difference. that {o, 
may depart and have fomething to quiet confcience,) 
breach of Covenant, that there can be no healing, 1) 
Bellies of pigs are more dear then bowels. of Sait} 
and when quiet, upon the leaft occafion ape to p ck hay 
Sis 7 3 . a 
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| for atime of Liberty. 
quarrel. ‘Now it’s time for the Lord. to give over to 


eatheir fubje&s have been at Civiil wars, to call 
fain forth to a common enemy,and there they can agree. 
Wbrethren, there is nofin like this, and yet none fo 
Hy ed. You fhall know wharit is either by being yoked 
Miler enemies or fins. The firft of thefe breaking bonds 
Hain to Chrift, the other with his members, 2 
MUfe 4. Hence feethe reafon why many men are deli- 
Micd up to the bondage of their own lufts, che moft fad 
\dage and power of Satan, who have feemed to be 
ivered from its truly they have caft offthe government 
1 re Lord. Menwonder why inthis Countrey men 
1! ‘more vile then everthey were, men that gave great 
Hives 5 the reafon is this, they have feemed to beander 
WPrifisgovernment, buticeretly caft it off: And hence, 
[Why and vile lufts are their Apparitorsand Purfe- 
iMits, &zc. 2 en yg 
it Peer: The Saints feela bondage, how fhall one 
Wow che difference? , pa 
WAafwer. The firft and greateft inthralmentis, when 
Wan and fin forule asthatthey know them. not, thisis 
| pentable, that like thofe, John 8. 33. when Chrift cold 
demn,if they continued in the truth it,fhould make them free, 
y would not believe that ever they were in bondage: 
Mrere-a man thinks himfelf free when he isa flave, thus 
Malm. 81. ¥3.God gave them up to their own hearts lufts, 
aa? they were led by their own Councels. The Saints may be 
| ich carried away by the power of Satans temptations, 
Mt never fo far asto think their bondage is their free- 
Mime, and to have reafons and arguments prevailing a- 
inf che good wayes of Gods grace, and to have reafons 
maintain their finfull courfes, and thatis in fuch as have 
Hr, and parts, and knowledge, which through the rigi- 
pus judgement of God are leftfofar to abuicir, asto 
ike afe of it ro maintain their fin- full lufts. 
2, When men if they fee their bondage yer have no 
mgtto.come ont ofit,inufing allmeans for chat end. 
| 6 | When 
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Whien the will is in captivity, no captivity like i 
ly-flave like ir: Achilde of God hath a bondé 

led into captivity,bur 0b miferable man he cries 5 b 

Prov. 17. 10. havea price in their hand, but no bear | 
make ufe of it, Ezra.1. §. So many whofe hearts the Lo 
ftirred, they gat up to go to Férufalem : But the Lord ne’ 
ftirs the hearts of thefe poor creatures: they kne 
fear, yet have no heart to get out of that conditio 
rather willingly are fo. They fell themfelvest 
tufts, and fins, and Satan : here is ( faith Satan) this g 
negledt prayer for it, tellalye forit, break Covenant 
it, lofe thy peace for it: here is this honour and cre 
look big onit: here is this eftate, carry thy countenal 
high, ‘and thus apparrel thy felf with thefe rrappings,w 
thus with thy boots French-like : here is this pleat, 
and tnirth, keep thou this company, loofe thy heart, n 
leé& thy God, give thy felf over to it : here is this eafe,¢ 
ferre thy repentance, be cold in prayer, negleé chy fait 
ly 5 anda man fels himfelf to his luft, pleafures and | 
-nours3; thouart thus provok’t, and therefore now tt 


moft fret, and. murmur,and rage, and hold thy own, 4] 
foeafe thy heart, thusmen fet themfelves co fale v 


| 
iq 
& 4 


lingly, = oy ore ae ot 
3. When men have fome heart to come out of it, {I 
the Lordleaves men to an indifferency, and confequer | 
toapoftafie, as ic was with Agrippa almoft perlwad | 
andlike the Ifraelites that refufed to gointothat gc} 
land, Numbers 14. And hereupon the Lord was wre} 
and faid they fhould nor, but they repented and wo} 
fain have had fome pitty fhewed in-regard of their mi] 
ry, but their enemies fell upon them and deftroyed the} 
_all the plea of the Arminians is for this, which isnoth 
‘elfe but mens mifery. Luke 14. thofe that were.invi/| 
made their excufes and faid, I muft needs. go and fee | 
But found no neceffity to come to Chrift.. Now the Sai 
the Lord never leaves them to a fpirit of indifferency, | 
‘keeps them ina fpiritof neceflity. 1 mutt come oul 
this miferable condition, faith the poor foul, they-fays| 
fiefh is weak, bucI muft have help. Pfalm. 110. beca 
tis the day of the Lords pawer, they muft nor reft conten, 
without help; and ifthe Lord delayes them and he’ 
nor, they willfollow the Lord fo much the harder. 
4. Ifthey have anywefolution to come our, and th 
it muft not be thus, and purpole never to live chus aga | 


for atinee of Liberty, 


i" Posed all their purpofes and refolutions, 
fall again,’ and never gér any reall conqueft, tacit 
pimed hearts we wills are never a whit more fubdu- 
j ‘Tfaiah’ 63.°9,8. For he faid, Surely they are my 

le, children that vill not lies So he was their Saviour, 
| they foon rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit : cheir wills 


| 
it 


rd preferves them from fuch falls and Apofiati es: Or 
| ey do depart fromthe Lord by reafon of the prevai- 
| power of any temptation, they ever get reall con- 
fait by their fall, their finfull corraprion thereby gets 
jeadly wound. Kom. 41.10. Their backs are quot al- 
| ya fpirits, Pfalm 145.14, and upholdeth their fpiries 
| fem when theythink they fhall one day fall by the 
Wid offuch SauJ-like fins and diftempers. A carnal” 
farce may carry afair profeffion, and tein fabjeGivn to 
i i for a rime, but his back frands alwaics bowed 
avn under his profeffion, isis his burchen, and hence 
Beft he cafts it offas a man doth his wearifome burden: 
Wgon the contrary, achild of God being indecd weary 
i HS fin, and carrying that up and down with him as 
barden, with his foul bowed down in the fenfe of his 
rivileneffe, by this means,chrough the help of Chrift, 
pat pee omes togetreall conqueft over his fin, and 
if o 

iI | H . When the Lord in this cafe Jets them alone with- 
\ imward or outward troubles, this is_a fearfullfigne. 
| Fe 17. Ephraimis } joyned to bis Taols, let him alone, 

B Lord will take no more pains with them, he 1s,.wea- 
pe with Aiving. Ifaiahy 1. 5. Why fhould ye be 


‘fn 


1 


ii 


) 
ken 2 ye will revolt yet more and more; when the ie 


| men tl the worfe for his mercifull corrediions, he dea! 
parents that have ttriven long with their chil: 
i and caadono good oa them, they then refolve 
et them take cheir own courte, | and willown them no 
peer co be of their family ¢ the: Lord. never deals thus 

" Witn his but if cheir finne will not wafie by words, 
Bord will tivnen try what chaines will do, and now 
thall finde good, now :they. fhall remembertheir 
| Eficings and apoftafies from God, and their. impe- 
ee fia; in fecrer. fins, efpeciall y in the da Lyes of 
* peace and profpericy; now the Lord willimake 


¢ as bitter as ever it was fweet, Oh confider.chis 


‘| 
| 
| 


i! 
1 
4 
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e€ never fiedaed: But now the Saints either the, 


Wes bowed down, butthe Lord raifeth rheir bowed- 
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— Aseholeforse Caveat 
you that are profperous, and becaufe the Lord is 
you, therefore you think the Lord likes well oty 
wayes. No greater plague then for the Lord to gi) 
"man peace in his finne, or if the Lord begins co afflict t 
inthy name, or eftare begin to be blafted, and thou ¢ 
fee Gods hand on thee, and knowelt’ it, and yet t, 
remaineftunhumbled, this is a figne thou art under 
bondage of thy fin. beat = 
Vie si! Ufe §. For examination, whether we do, or wi 
a people do catt offthe government of the Lord and. 
{troy his kingdome ? it’s needfull to know the fin,! 
we may preventthe mifery; and ’ris certain, let N | 
| England be warchf:}, and make fure here, to advag 
the Prince of peace, and to keep the right and governm§ 
in his hand, and you fhall have the blefling of God | 
“his Ordinances, peace and mercy in your times, j 
continued to your children 5 for his Ringdome is-an et 
lafting kingdsme, and of the encreafe of his Ringdome 1 
isno end: andon. the contrary, if New-England cal 
~ ghegovernment from over them. and refufe his fer 
the Lord will then take the kingdome from you, , 
-you fhall chen know the want of what now ye en] 
Now becaufe Chriftsgovernmentot | 


i. Inward.» 
Kingdome is $ 


| 
| 
| 


Boe | 


; ae 
: in Chureh. 21s 2. 4d 
2. Ourward 3 inStare.. (tt 
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I fhall lee you know x. when the inward kingd| 
of Chriftis fer up, and when ’tis razed down, whi} 
fhall do by givingyou a briefe view of the nature \} 
and wherein it confifis, and fo you may the better Ju} 
of your own hearts in this particular. As Satan hat} 
inward kingdome in the hearts of thofe thar are y | 

out, forthe Lord Jefus hath an inward kingdome in| 
hearts ofallhis Saints, Col. 1.13. Bleffed be god (| 
che Apoftle) which hath tranflated us from darkne}| 
Tight, and from the power of Satan into the king sbi 
dear fonne, which is very {pirituall, litcle feen, a, 
may be under all outward government, and yet na 
here; and therefore attend: this inward kingc| 
therefore confifts in four things, or when the whol} 
{ubraics ic felf ro God in thefe four particulars, 4 

““y. When the whole foul gives entertainment unt| 
Lord himfelf to come into it; for if a people that 
hey are under fuch 4 government, and yet will nor a 


ae >| 


H 


 foratime of Liberty. 
( Prince himfelf to come amongft them, bur keep him 
it of che kingdome, they cait of his government and his 
ngdome. 2 : age 
i. ‘When the whole fowl clofeth with the whole will 
the Lord; for if people fhall receive a Prince amoneft 
Hem, but he fhall make nh wholfome Laws to governe 
Hem bur willbe led by cheic own wills and lufts, they 
| down hiskingdome. , ( ) 

3. When the whole foul thus clofech with the will of 
Mpritt by vertue ofthe power and Spirit of Chrift: for 
| ipeople fubmir to the will of their Prince, bur ’tis not 
ip vertue of his aushority over them, command of them, 

i) helps he hath given them for that end, but itis by 

Hgifon of fome forreign power, that underhand encou- 
Tgeth chem to yield, thisis poor fubje@ion. Cha 
ia4. When the foal chusfubmits co Chrift’s will for the 
dpcds ends, denying itsown wifedome or will, and is 
ip by che Lord to his end: for if a people thall fabmit 
1 Epcic Prince, but’tis to fetup other princes,ehe is caft 


MW fromhisthrone. Whenaman fhall ferye God, and 


‘Wy ander his government becaufe it is profitable or ho- 
/ urable, it {airs hisown end, this is poor fervice in the 
Herds account. 

Wa goverment of Clirift, when the whole foul gives en- 
jg cainment to the Lord of Lords, the Lord himfelf with 
Wg is traine, m and by the Gofpellof grace, the royall 


Ngord and Scepter of Chrifts kingdomes for when Chr ft - 


Wpulelfis thus received, che kingdome of God is come to 
Mtfoul, and entred intothat heart; and hence Mark 
B14, 15. the Gofpel is called the Gofpel of the kingdome, 
Wid when John and Chrift preached beleive and repent, for 
Mi kingdome of God is at band. Under which W@cis 
{ fata much, but principally Chrift Jefus ready 
enter the fouls of his peopfe 5 and hence John preach- 
Wa Chrift. Now ‘tis faid, ‘ehofe that were effedually 
WpPoughtupon, Matt. 11.12 thatthe kingdome of heaven 
Mn fuffer violence, and the violent take it by force; fo thae 
‘ae kK ingdome of God is come intothe hearts of all the 
We& of God, when the foul ufes a holy violence, and the 
Acd do’s draw the heart to an enterrainment of the Lord 
| pfelf; Many difficulties there be between them aad 
Aprift, and yetthey break through all. Ne 
Ma Chis isthe condition ofall men by nature, they are 
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t. Ifaythen, che foul is under the inward kingdome | 
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ry natural] man, as the Apoftle fpeaks, he earketh aad 
childvenof difsbedience, to run on fo, and remain fo. Ncf 
the Goipel of the kiugdome, and the meanes toa vans 
Chrift in his kingdome, makes a free offer of Chriftdi) 
ff; indeed ivofiers pardon, grace, mercy, life, glory 
allthefe arein Chrift himfelf, and we poffefle them 
poflefiing and receiving of Chrift himfelty as a poor WA 
mas hath all the weatrh ofthe man by entertaining of tf 
than. Sothat the Gofpell firttly and primarily A 
Chrift himfeli, and faith doch-pitch on’Chrift himfelf,a,}, 
doth open thofe everlafting doores, that the King of ehh 
may come in, Johw 1. 12.’tisefaid, So many as received hi} 
hyo gave power to be the fons of God, 1 John §. 12. He ti} 
hath the Son, haib Lifes fothat now let a man refule;} 
reje@ th@Lord himfelf as he is chus offered in the Gofp4 
he does refufe the kingdome of the Lord, and does) 
fie tobe under the power of the Lord. True,it may} 
faid the kingdom of God hath been nigh to him,, why} 
Chrift is offered in the Gofpell, and God fayes as it we, 
nothing fhall pleafe me fo mueh aschis, if thou dofts}, 
ceive me. Luke 10. Go and preach to thefe and thefeCits, 
andif they will wot veceive you, fhake off the duft of yh 
feet, and let them know the Kingdome of God hath been nit 
to them; cthén Chrift comes iro the foul when the wh | 
fsulrakes the Lord: for himfelf, Chriftjand all chat Chi} 
hath, Chrift ina pardon, and Chrift inva promife; at th} 
_ very day the Lord gave the heart to receive him, thet) 
the kingdome of God come in that heart, and with hi} 
allgife, peace, joy, and glory, God, Spirit, and all. |} 
Now the whole foul receives him, when 4. The mij | 
fees him in the glory of his grace , char though it had lo,} 
mean thonghes of Chrift before, for which it mourns5 || 
therifing of rhis glorious Sun’ upon him, be _efteems \} 
things loffe for him that he ‘may win Chrift, and be foun) 
Chrift, i in bim, and He inme,in Vocation: and not: hav} 
my orn righteow/neffe, in juftification: And to feel the lifes 
Chrift and death alfo,in fanGificatron:And to attain to the}) 
furreéion of the dead, in glorification + andnow nothing 
dear tothe foul bue Chrift.—+— 2. When the will, af, 
‘the fou] hath had fome hopes the Lord may look towat 
4 “ Le : a Ys % | 
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| ; iis grace, and having had many heart-breaking tears 
Mfore the Lord, the Lord is now pleated by the glad ti- 

Bags of the Gofpell/to give the will power not only co re- 

Hive and entertain the Lord, bur gladly to receive him. 
fine foul wonders ‘that ever the Lord {hould bow cown 

iim,! and offer mercy to him; and when as cogechee 

ath this, bythe fweer favour of his Grace chat he doth 

ae ; ; . 

| inrothe ‘heart, thefonl doth receive the Lord with, 

M{t dear imbracings into his icnl,thac sow there is none» 


Mctothe Lord. Cant. 1. 3. Thy name islike an oyntment, 
Bred out, where thevery fect of: he. meflengersof glad 
Wings are. beautifull, Bur the Lord, himici) is uie only 
i wn aad Joy of the foul; when the dealt look, oflove, * 
a caflaway is more fweee thaw kingdomes, ay and 
Mach more, that’sloveicdelf; Ifsiad $2.9. Break, forth 
ME ejoy, fing together yewajte places of Jerulalems..jor the 
Maid hath comforted his people. When ings. thall ftop 
| cir mouths as vile in chemfelvés,:aud nor able to fet 
Mach thar glory they: never heard of before, andthe foul 
I joy fellsaway all to buy this pearl, thacitfayes with, 
Wvid, How do Tlovethy Law’ Now beloved when the. 
Maal does thus receive'the Lord, che Kingdome of God is 
Wime to that fouls and cherefore: ty and ¢Xamin., 1970 
ios with you? or hath che Lord begun-ta deal thus with 
Hl pes ro give himfelf, the glory of Angels, the wonder- 
Mi-nr of heaven, the mighty God of heaven; to come to 
By heart?) thowartchen under the government of the: 
Wh gdome of Ged. But now on the contrary,if chou canft 
If poe ro receive the ordinances of Ghriitsor the con- 
th ations ‘of Chrift, or fome of che commands of Chriff,. 
iid thatisall, andthe Lordnever gaye thee a heart co 
i fe with Chrift himfelf, it’s a.ftrange thing co thee, taat 
Mich is che main thing, the Diamond in the Ring of the 
‘| bfpel 5 thou-arr yet far enough off from the kingdome of 
bd si dare not fay, nor think for all rhe world, that ever 
le kingdome of God came to thy heart. Again, ifyou 
@vereceived Chrift, but not with thy whole foul ;, chat: 
i weehe offer, promifes, blood, life, grace, glory in che 
Pi{pell, are grown’ common things to thee; “thatthe 
Wicd never fent thee home wondering at the glory of 
ids grace to a poor wretch, never yee faid’fi, Blefled is 
Wit hat commeth inthe name of the'Lorderhe Lord never yet 
iM next thy heart, or if thoushaft had fomeliking, and: 
| he love and affections in pangs 5 yet che Lord 1s not on- 
| - @3 vane) 
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A wholefome Caveat 
fy precious, and exceeding dear in thy hea 
_ preaks nor for griefthat chow haft fo much flighted hi 
fo litle born him of chy heart 5 Iris a fign that the Lo; 
hath begun to reveal himfelfto thy foui, when he. gis, 
thee'a hearr ro mourn for thy ftanding out againft hi, 
but chis never came to thy foul. Tas ai 
Certainly, here is the wound of many men : The G 
fell of God never hath its proper effed, till che Lo, 
help thee to give thy whole heart thus to a Saviour, ty 
God, to the Prince of peace 5 and till this is done, §; 
Golpel isineffe@vall, idoth nothing. » Tt wasa fwe 

_ prayer ef him, Make thy Son dear, very dear, exceedt 
dear, only dear and precious, or noratalls if thou hai 

a thoufand hearts, it was too little for Chrift co love-hi; 


inthe Apofllestime, 1 Joh, 1.6. If we fay we have fella) 
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| | Sie for a time of Liberty, i 
Bp with him, and walkin darknefs, we lie, and there is no 
Mich in us: Butnow when the whole foul does fubmit 
Hithe whole will of the Lord,now his Kingdome is come 
Wieed, when his will isthus fweet, Dan. 7. 27. His 
Wngdome is aneverlafting Kingdome, and all nations {hall 
| we him: and his fervants ye are whom ye obey, whether 
Mirift , che devill, or your own hearts. ta 
jyvow the whole wil of Chrift ist. Diredting. 2. Corredtin. 
Now when the foul fubmits to both, then Chrift rules 
{his Kingdome; fometime you meet with Chrifis di- 
Wing will; now this is mens frame, naturally they will 
Me fee ic, they will not come tothe light, Jobn 3.20. they 
iy led by their own counfell, and will not regard the 
Mit and counfell of God in his words they will quarrel - 
ich the light when it is croffe to their ends, gain, ho- 
e and the like; men have high thoughts againft the 
1 rd Jefus, 2 Cor. 10. §. Cafting down imaginations, an 
Mery bigh thought that exalteth it felf againft the knowledge 
i God. Andagain, if men do fee it, yet like the devill 
iat has much light, they do not love ir, nor out of love 
not naleffe it be out of fear ) {ubje& to it, like Balaam 
Mihachad no love to Gods command, but onely was ated 
My fear and conttraint ;now when the foul continues thus, 
Micafts off Chrifts Kingdom 5 but if the whole foul, firft 
: feet ro the light, though it tees little,fets the whole will 
iW Chrift before ir, Pfal. 18. 42. faith Davids I have kept 
Me wayes of the Lord, and have not wickedly departed from 
f (4 and though it hach had many quarrellings apaintt 
Mf cruth of God, yet now ithath not, nor dares nor, but 
‘yes, Lord, teach me; the Lord gives them hearts to lye 
Mown at thefeet ofany man that fhall fhew them any 
tMhing chat is amifle in them, and they fay. with David, 
WM ord, fearch me, and try me : Uhave many crooked way¢s, 
Wand therefore, good Lord, find them out, and cherefore. 
tome tothe Lord for that end; and though there be fome- 
ising in them that is defperately contrary to the good wil 
lf God, yerthere is an inward man that docs delight in 
ine law of God, and when the Lord is pleafed to give 
Mihem an heart to fubmir to the will of God; Oh the foul 
Moth wonder at the Lord, thar the Lord fhould fhew him 
{ay thing; and help him againft remptations 5 and though 
here be a great deal of wearinefic in the wayes of God, 
fet there is adpirit within him, that itis indeed heavenit _ 
Mf: lf to him tobe in the ordinances of pa , now ye lioop 
| * ; C 4 £0 
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to “ihe a direthng? will of Chrift, when. his ‘ist 
i though chou goeft oft out of ir, yer comeft in it again, 
finisa ‘wicked mans ways, although he goeth a thoula NEE 
times ont ofit. | 
Now for the other, the arben cote will of Chiff; The | 
hath ftrong trials: Now here fubjection to Chrift is req 
‘rcdas well as to the direting will of Chrift;. then 
{oul fubmits'to this-will when the mind objets, not,¢ 
ges not God with folly, as E/7, 1 Sam.3.18. Jt is thea H | 
let'him'ds what feemeth him good 5 And likewife the: wi : 
thoiieh it hath had many fad bouts,yet this ishis framerf 
the Conclufion, that che wil of Chrift is better than eves 
thing clfe, the wil of Chrift is alone f(weeet to him. J/a. 3/9 
faith Hezekiah, Good is the wil of the Lord; & fo Lam. 3. 1 
good for a man to bear the yoke in his youths’ and to turnhid 
cheéksto him that {mites him3 Nay when thereis fpiritad 
evils on the fout,as was on Ghrift himfelf,{piritual defen}: 
tions, nothing but birternefs & forrow 5 yet the foul faith) 
as Chrift did, Not ty will, but thine be done, Father fanh 
me from this hours yet Father glorifie thy felf, and fork 
foul does humbly fubmie ic {elf to the Lord 3 though th 
Lord fhould never pitey it,yet it will lyedowmmat the fer 
of the Lord, now is Gods Kingdome come.) 
But if the foul wil have Chrift, and yet caft off the will 
of Chrift, 1. Eicher in his judgements. that the law «lf 
God as given by Chrift, fhould beno rule to a Chriftian} 
f{uppofe you were in Englands, and,were there preft tif 
bow before an Altar, or Image 3. what fhall lead you, } 
that Gods will and law muft not be -your rule ? The Lon} 
wiilone day make you know his bieffed will, in that ble | 
fed Jaw of his, that ye fhall never find peace to the end «| 
the world, except the Lord do help ye thus to walk. All 
gain,when men cannot endure the wil of Chrift,cannor €} 
.cure exhortations, what doth the man mean to exhore uy} 
thus? cell ch@t,there goeth forth: power with the exhon}, 
"tations of Chrift. Tay, take heed of cafting off the willq} 
Chrifi heres and fo when mea in their pragtice fhall quay 
rel againft any of Gods crnths, and are loath to fee it, oi} 
if they do, yet not love dearly every.truth of God, bu} 
ic’s a burden to them;efpecially if it croffe their own end} 
and gaia, they will not fee it to bea truth left they fhoule| 
be convinced, and turn ro the rule of ic if the will ani 
Ordinances of ‘Chrift he aburden toa ma in, andaman ht 
‘not weary of his Westnet but weary of themall thi 
while; | 
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hile :» Art thou under the government of Chrift ?. Ifa 
ian forfaken of God} led by his: own counfels, be under 
i¢ Kingdom of Chrift, then thou are; folongas there is. 
| redit for the truth, long it is entertained; but now fup- - 

i> fe ic be coftly, rhatit fhould bring beggery & affliction 

| ith it,is it now {weer to you? doth chis fupport thy heart? 

m in Gods way, canft lye dowu ‘and fubfcribe to the 
juiry of Chrifts proceedings with thee,though he fhould 

| Hes fhew favour cothee 3 ifit be northus, 1 dare nor 

Wy thou art under the Kingdome of Chrift. And fo for the 

| | precting wil of Chrift,many fad afflitions the Lord tries: 
face withall,the Lord tries men marvelloufly;when thou 

fat under the* hand of the Lord , thofe very things that 
Mould make men cry to heaven, and wean thee from the 
| rid, thofe very things do harden thee, and make thee 


me & repine. The L. be merciful rothee, if this be chy 


me,the Kingdom of Chriftnever came into that heart 5 
pa are begging for mercy 3 & the Lord fayes,you mercy? 
i ' have abufed. itja0 faith the Lord, Go to your luft that: 
i ve defrifed the day of grace, & fonow you caft off the 
! : bed, becaufe the Lord willnor give you mercy when you 
would have it. Will you now quarrel withthe Lord?no, 

| pwn proud Heart 5 pray fli!l, and mourn flill, and 

darn tothe Lerd 3 and fay, Lord do with me what thou 

( its Lamclay in thine hand, thou may’ft make me a vel- 

im of difhonour, I deferve. not the leait bic of bread 5 

Wach aone as is above the Lordand his will, ismot under * 

a | rie therefore fubmit chy felfro the good will of 
prt. | | 

i |. When the foul doth thus fubmit to the wil of Chriff, 

iW vertue of the power and Spirit of Chrift, i.e. when the » 


il 


hi doth not fabmir by vertue of its own power, 


) ength or ability, for this is forreign power 4 Butas it 
Wa) ch feek to fubmit tothe will of Chrift, fo ic would have 
| prift himfelf aét it andruleit, and fo inable ir ro fubmit 
iicre unto; Nowis the Kingdome of God come neer to 
i at heart, And herein Ghritis Kingdom is different from 
finces, they give laws that men may keep them by their 
Wn might 3 hence they command no. impoflible 
Wings; bur che will of Chrift is fe crofle to a carnal heart, 
Wat ’cis impoffible man. of -himfelf fhould. fabmir to 
| But the Lord doth ir for this end, that the foul fhould 
iden come to Chriftinits need, thar he would do all the 
Md pleafure of his will,and now the Lord him(eli reigns, 
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eee * Awho Caveat aa || 
and that glorioufly, Ro. 8.1,2. For the law of the Spirit 
life which isin Chrift Fefus, hath made me free fromtl| 
law of fin and death, As $. 31. A Prince and Saviour, f | 
to give repentance and remiffion of fins. cis parc of h¥ 
Princely power for to give remiffion of fins; both in tu} 
ning from fin, and to God, and all the wayes of Go} 
and now you exalt him when he Is thusfer up: 1 Cor.; 7 
20. The Kingdome of God is not in word, but in power. Tt | 
power of Chrift Jefus is come into thy foul, and the fo 
isunder the Kingdome of the Lord Jefus, when it i 


+o 
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2 Theff.1.11,12.We pray always for you,that the Lord wor | 
work and fulfill the good pleafure of bis will, and the wo'f 
of faith in power, that Chrift may be glorified. Yea, chil 
is Chrift glorified, when God omnipotent reigns over | 
‘and unbelief; & when the Lord doth this, not only dl 
~ Kingdome of God is now come, but, the Kingdome? 
Ghriftin glory is comes there is many a poor foul chin] 
Chrift cules him not, beeaufe he cannor do this nor chef 
becaufe he finds his heart unablé, & unwilling for to fu'}! 
mit to the will of Chrift ; I find no ftrength at all , fait 
the foul, aad I goto Chrift and find noc ftrength cof 
veyed,and now he thinks he is not under the Kingdom’ 
Chrift. LT anfwer, thar is not the queftion 5 but hath elf 
Lord made thee willing in the day of his power ?. whi 
the feul doth lye under the power of the Lord Jef 
Chrift, when the foul doth lye like wax before the Lo} 
tefus ; when the foul fairh, Lord there was never ait 
change of my-nature; the good Lord change it , and} 
there be any change, the good Lord increafe and ftir!" 
the graces of thy Spiric in my foul, and do thou lead 1'f 
@.04 guide me. Brethren, the Kingdome of Chrift"} 
come to this foul: Fohn §. 40. You willnot céme to me{| 
life ;He doth not fay, you do nor quicken your felves, "|! 
ye cannot come to me, but will nor; here is rheir woun'} 
they will not come to Chrift for life, Rom. 6. 19: Asy' 
have yeelded your members fervaats to fin and Satan, fo nt! 
‘ yeeld up your felves fervants to righteoufneffe and te holies 
Pfal. 119. §,6. Thou haft commanded that we fbould Re 
thy precepts continually. ‘Ob that my heart were directed’ 
keep thy precepts ea Whe Ob that my heart were dirett' 


lye under the mighty power of the Lord Jefus Chri 


to keep thy ftatutes! When a Chriftianis grapling wi} 
his own heart, ye will never be able to overcome the uit 
fubduedneffe thereof; but when ye bring them on 
! | Pe ol} 

a 
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| aes for atime of Liberty. 

ped fetus Chrift, thacshe would take ‘a courfe with 
i jem: 1. Now ye pleafe Chrift. 2. Ye take a fure 
i urfe to have the will of God done, he being in office 
War thatend; for Him hath God exalted to bea Prince and 


gsviour to Ifrael: When the foul doth look up ro the Lord 

daius, and lye under the power and Spirit of the Lord 

Pius. 3. You now make the yoke of Chrift fweet, and 
jgs name glorious; nothing glorifies Chrift fo muchas 

dais, when Jefus doth work in a Chriftian, now the king- 

ppome of Chrift is come to the foul, and that in power. 

il But now when men will noc fubmic thus far to Chrift: 

wm Lhey can do nothing, bur will not come to him, on 

J Nf God hath laid falvation 5 youfay, youcannot un- 
i tftand, nor edifie by the Sermons ye hear,and you can- 
dpe part with your lufts. Ay, butnow this is thy con- 
dm mnation, thou wilt not go ro a Saviour that he may 
»gech thee and help thee, when men will not have the 
‘il td Jefus to reign over them: or 2. If mendo come, 
umey will not come to him where he may be found; bur 
jays can do nothing; Chrift muft do all, and fo neglect 
ge means- wherein he will be found - or 3. Willfabmir 
if \dcome in means co him, bur norrhen atthe fpeciall 
sme when He isto be fought, and may be found, wiz. in 
jgme of temptation. But then forger and forfake him, _ 
imd cry not Hofana: Lord, now fave, now help me a- 

im init this luft: When temptation comes, when paffion 

oad pride come, do you now go to Jefus Chrift ? When. 
ge world begins to draw thy heartaway 5 doft thou fay 

agus, LordI have prayed this day againft this fia, and 
ipord Lhave no ftrength againft it, now Lord help me ¢ 
gee here js the milery of the foul, it doth not go to Chrift, 
ilaid by this meanslive in complaints.all their life-cime. 
a If laftly any thing be to be done, they will do ir them- 
lives; as Paul, Gal: 1.12. Not but thaca Chriftian fhould 
fl n¢forch himfelf, a Chriftian isnot a dead-hearted Chri- 
an at all times, but the grace of God which comes from 
y hrift, doth a& the foul in a continuall dependance on 
Manrift 5 and where Chrift acts nor, there Satan doth. Now 
‘ay the Kingdome of God is come, when the foul doth 
ius fubmit to the fiream of the bleffed Spiric of the 
digord, thatthe Lord may guide ir. Ohbeloved, here 1s 
‘Mie skill, thar pofeth the Angels how ro tell you. fo te 
dicld your felves to Chrift, asthat Chrift may come, fo to 
: | bide in the ftock, that all your fruit may be from him: 
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So to lye under the Lord, a s that che fiream of th 

of life may fall on thee; foto’be implanted in the Lor’ 
~ as to fetch hife from-him, and bring forth fruit co him. BY 
ery thiscourfe, fubmit to the will of the Lord bore | : 


nothing in thy own cyes3 and if rhe Lord do give thee 4 
ny thing, bleffe the Lord forirs if any ftrength ‘agai 
thy fin, be vile in thy own eyes, and try and {ee if y 
not the Ringdome of God, the glory of Heaven come f 
tothy foul. Ohthe light, life, prayers you might hav 
_ the heavenly conference ye ‘will have together, that } 
would doamans heart gc’.d to be with fuch a Chriftiar | 
that thefethacare with you might fay, Verily God is} 
this man 5 verily there is joy in heaven whten the Saint 
keep in this frame. 2) oH ts) 2 GO RRROCa ART 
> 4. When the foul yields thus to the'will of Chrift fi 
Chrifts ends for fuch is the fubtillwrerehedneffe? 
mens hearts,that men would have Chrift glorifie himfel} 
that he may glorifie and ‘honour thems like Stinon Mt 
gus, that would give any «money for “Apottolicall gift} 
that he might be fome body: thir ‘way alfo :> Now if] 
man fhall fubmit, .go to Chrift. for gifts and pares s that}: 
to fer up another King, to advance aimans (elf; andfoa'l 
fo fia_and the devill, and Chrift muft be made a fervar] 
for chisends He is now no King : like a Rebell- chat} 
norcontent , thatthonfands of che Kings Subjeds. hou} 
ferve him, but he will have che: Prince ferve hima‘foll 
very man will fay, this doch utterly overrhrow ch} 
Kingdom of fuch a‘Prince.’ ~When‘a man hall fecrerl} 
fight againft the Lord, and be for hinfelf; and for elit 
devil and fin within 3 When a man fhall make all th 
creatures ferve him, the fonldiers of his army 5 mea’: 
drink, and ovtward comforts, this is a Po eal 
Ay,bat when aman fhall make Jefus Chrift, & God hin'} 
felf, and profeffion of Chrift , make thefe to ferve him, 't} 
ratleup his name,thisthe Lord takes-very ill. ut 
Only this would adde 5 when the foul doth Hee 
Chriit with afingleeye, that-Chrift is fweer and prec} 
ous, and lyes underthe bleffed Spirit of Chrift for chi 
end; andnow looks up to Chriff; chat he may fab) 
mictohim witha fingle eye, chat the name of Chrif} 
may be glorified by life; and death true itis; felf wi 
be mevery dury, andio is’ contrary to the Lord in alli 
‘and noc forthe Lord. Yer though it “be thus, ther 
is another thing in the foul thar is wholly for God anv) 
a -Chrifl| 
.] 


'” foratimeof Liberty, 
tit : and hence feeks thar he may do his work; his 


art loves him, and fo feeks him; and. he begs it with 


any tears. Oh thatmychildren might ferve andlove 
is God; nay, thatall che world might fee, and blefie, 
Wid admire this God, and the Lord inlargeth his heart 
Berein, Pfal. 72.19. and truly nowthe Kingdom of God 
come to thy foul, Rom. 5.17. Asfin and Satan do reign 
Mi death : So Fefus Chrift doth reign by life to eternall life. 
Macth.25.14,Heis the true SnbjeG that improves his Ta- 
} ints for the King: Chrift will fubdue all his co himfelf, 
Iial.66.3. Through the greatneffe of thy power, fall thine 
[emies fubmit themfelves to thee. Rom..14.17. For the 
dingdome of God is not inmeat and drink 5 but im vighte= 
Wfneffe, and peace, and joy inthe holy Ghoft.. When a 
Man fhall be picking faule with things, & this and chat of- 
ands him ; get ye gone, the Kingdom of God confifis nor 
Wchac.. But when the foul do’s go rothe Lord, and main- 
dia his peace with God, and love:to the people of God, 
| eeyan the holy Ghoft, here is the Kingdome of God. 
ile that ferves Chrift inthefe things, the Kingdome of God 
Wg come into his foul. a 
i He that thus fubmits to the Lord Chrift, he muft firft 
Wa: aman weary of his own countels, and muft loath him- 
Waf; When. the Lord hath wearied a man of his own 
Mayes;he fayes, What am I ,that the Lord fhould fhew me 
ly mercy ? And when the Lord calls him to any fervices 
ord, What am 1, thatI fhould now pray to- thee ? 
cfs che Lord,when theLord doth keep thy hearer in this 
Wanme ; buc now when men will honour Chrift, and yer 
Waulslike have Chrift honour them: Many poor creatures 
Mey think ic acredir to be in Church-fellowfhip, and 
i ey wil feek ro knowChrift,that they may attain Church 
Mi lowfhip, and have honour, but know it,call the Lord do 
#pll_ down chy bafe ends, and. make thee loath chy felt, 
Hiidfo to fubmir to his bleffed will 5 truly rill then, the 
Mngdome of God is noc come to thy foul; Think of 
Bl efe things, for if the Kingdome of God.be in our hearts, 
| en look for good dayes 5 Brethren, let New- England be 
Wbafidenc of it: but if this be gone from the fonles and 
il parts of men and women inthezr feverall families and. 
laces 5 though they may have the outward Kingdome of 
iMprift, yet the inward Kingdome being norfer up 5 1 fay 
HM, more bur whac he faid, Go to Paleftina and Bohemia. 
Veeiey if they had not caft off the Lords gore pninsts 
; they 
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inward Kingdome ofthe Lord Jefus Chrift, and 
dtion, to the will of the Lord jefus, andto be 
Lord Jefus this the Lord faw, was notin them, the 
fore the Lord hath left chem to be lamentable {pectacl 
Therefore dear brethren. do befeech you, pray and b' 
for this Kingdome: Thou fayeft;\1 fall ‘fhore of chil 
Know this Kingdonve of God is at firft like a grain’ 
Muftard-feed, fome little lying under the will of Chri 
ific be intruth, bleffed be God for ir; The Kingdome 
Godis come, and the foul doth weep and mourn aft 
_the Lord, that the Lord would bring every thought in | 
f{ubjection. ) + aT 
Know it, the Kingdome of God is come to thy fou} 
and know it, thou haft Jefus Chrift at the right hand’ 
God the Father, interceding for thee 3 therfore, go ho | 
and blefle the Lord, and wonder at his grace, that hi 
tranflared thee from the Kingdome of darkneffe, tot, 
Kingdome of his dear Son: Ifthe Lord hath let thee fin. : 
the beginning of thefe things in truth, go home, ai| 
bleffe the Lord for it. pase 
| 24 Try when che externall Kingdome of Chrift in I 
Church is cait off; for we told you, this was Chrifts kin | 
dome. Tis called the Kingdome ofHeaven, Matth. 25. | 
And ’tis itwhich the Lord gives up at the laft day | 
_ Godthe Father: and hence, Mat. 8. 12. the membe! 
thereof are The Children of the Kingdome 5 andhencey' 
read of the rulers and governours of it 5 and the keys, #| 
only of doctrine; but of power and jurifdiction commit | 
by Chrift Jefus toit, pundtually expreitin Scriprure. : 
Now we know, in the Church there js a chree-fc} 
power of Chrift in Government: 1. The fupreme Moni’ 
chicall abfoluce power of Chrift, in and by his Ordina | 
ces. 2. There is fome derivative power of the Chun} 
from Chrift joyntly together. 3. There isa Minifterir} 
ower ofthe officers of the Church ic felf. Hence t' 
Kinedéine of Chrift is overthrown when thefe three at’ 
when this three-fold cord is broken by the fons of met 
and if whole America caft off ehefe, or any of thefe; th'' 
they fall ro bondage; and if particular perfonsin Church’ 
do,’ the Lord will, dothe like ro them much mor 
1 Kings 9. 4,5. When Solgmon had been praying muc | 
the Lordtelishims If he would walk, before himas D| 
. vi | 
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| id his father had done, to keep his ftatutes an€ obey his 
nmanaments 5 then he would be aGod, making good his 
Wromife, but if not, then the Lord would caft off bim and 
bat place. So Zach. 14. 17. Andit fhall be, that who fo 
Will not come up of all the families of the Earth, to worfhip the 
ying the Lord of Hots even upon.them (ball be no rain. The 
ord is quick ia his judgements, and will {pare none. 
1. There isa fupreme power of Jefus Chrift in his 
Wluurch and Ordinances thereof, Ifa.9. 6. The Govern- 
Went is on his (boulders 5 it istrue this power is on others 
ii), but he isthe main, Heb. 3. Mofes was only a fervant 
Hy) bis Houfe, Chrift as a Son. The guidance of all things 
ip the Church doth lye chiefly on him, or elfe it would 
| lever be carried along. Chriftisa Son, and that in his 
awn Honfe , into whofe hands the fupreme power of gui- 
[gpg and ordering all things in the Church of God is put; 
dgoe experience of Gods Saints and People doth find ano- 
gner power, which fhewes thac the Lord Jefus hath, and 
dgoth exercifea mighty power in the ordinances of his 
av orfhip ; the fupreme and kingly power which he exer- 
diifeth in che hearts of his people. 
i) Now caft off this kingly power, the Lord himfclf is caft 
Wait; 1 {peak not immediately as in che internall Kingdom, 
pat mediately: And for this, the Lord will bring into 
qondage, Luk. 19.17. Fhofe mine enemies, faith Chrift : 
Mvbich would not that I flould reign over them; bring them 
\| ither, that I may flay them; which is meant of the Lords 
a xternal adminiftration by his {ervants. 
| Queft. When isthis done? : 
jj. Anfw. 1. When men impenitently break Covenant 
fmade withthe Lord. Efpecially in his Ordinances of 
jp icaving and fubmitcing to him therein, and remain fo 
Aavith impenitency. 
di. This is the main and firft Original of all the reff. Now 
I f is manifeft, the power of Chrift Jefus, the fupreme 
daoower of Chrift is caft off 5 for a man do’s profeffe 
Boy chis,that not the willof Chrift, but his own will fhall 
1! role him; Chrift fhall nor be Lord, bur as they faid, Fer- 
Wie. 31. Weare Lords, we will come no more at thee. When 
Amhe League and Covenant between Prince and People 1s 
A>roke, then he is caft off from being King; chis is cerrain, 
| the Lord never did receive any people to himfelf from 
rhe beginning of rhe world to this day, bur he hath done 
wai by fome Goyenant: Nor never any people soek HS 
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Lord fpeaking after the manner of men, He thinks ce 
tainly thefe Promifes, thefe Covenants will nev: 
broke; yer they are broken, Ifa. 65. 8, 9, 10. T 
furely, faiththe Lord; This is a people that will 
Such profeffion, and fuch acknowledgements, &c. 
faid5 In all their afflictions, he was afflicted, and the Ai 
gel of his prefence did redeem them : But afterward, they 7 
belled, and vexed his holy Spirit : They caft off the Gil 


vernment of the: Lord, they would not be under th] 
bondsof the Lord, and fo be was turned to be their enemy | 

‘ shisis that which brings captivity and bondage, Feri. |} 
145.155 Ure. Ts Ifrael a fervant faith the Lord? ye fhall fe} 
thereafon why he wasfo3 Ihave broken their iron yok | 
faith the Lord, and I have burft thy bonds, and That 
planted thee anshle Vinesyet baft thou degenerated : and th | 
is that which doth make them vaffals or flaves. Andi 
truth you never fee Churches laid defolare ; bur whe) 
thar time comes, men fhall fee,and hall profeffe ic. Whe 
other Nations fhall ask; Why hath the the Lord ‘dea 
thus with his people?. The anfwer fhall be clear 5° Tite | 
have broken the Covenant of the Lord. When niaw 
miferies come wpon particular perfons, what isthe cad | 
of ic? rhen remember the Covenant thou haft broken wit} 
the Lord. Ifa.24.5, 6. They have tranfgreffed the Law 
{peaking of the whole earthy And they have changed thet | 
AN sats a ee , - Ordinances | 


+ for @timeof Liberty. 

: ainances, and broken the everlafting Covenant. A people 
Moat might have hadeverlafting mercy, they would noe 
Bobmit tothe Lord, chey havebroken. this everiaiting: 
ALovenant of the Lord:: Now what fellowes? The earti: 
MN defiled under the inhabitants thereof and hence heavy’ 
Weings char are there writcen, flial befall che whole world5: 
Mis afin thar defilés the earrly men tread on, and the 
Boufes men inhabite in; ‘for iris afm againft moft light: 
Hy hey which’ make Covenants havea great cval of light, 
Mod alfomoft will.” And-that do's aggravate afin when 
| be whole heart)"as ir were , do's give upic felf co a tuft, 
Hind breaks hereby allbonds.: Anditcis a fin: thatment 
| light avoid, if chey would-be-watchfuil againtt: Foriiois 
infull thing tomakea Covenancyof impofiible things, 
Mnerefore g lyes: heavy'on the ‘co:s2ienceiof! men attet> 
fa-ds;I might havebeen better,g might have waikedbet- 
i ssNay;it is afin thatdo’s deftroy the Lawofthe Lord: 
pis fin ir do’s deftroy the very wilbof Chrift. Had’it thon 
is heeu bound in Covenants ‘hadftichou Id by this: 
Wenant,the wil of God had been kept whole. As cords 
brated are kept whele;but wheii brokeyareucterly ipot- 
jd) When a man do’s bind himfelfby a: Govenane to thé 
Word, and then break it; he do’s‘#s much as in himlyes; 
» deftroy the’ Lord’from being Rings!) 39" ons gio 
| | *Tis true, the Saines and people of God:may be faid in 
Bne cafe to break Covenanr, buryerthey never impeni- 
airly break Covenanr-wich the Lords they may break 
: po withthe Lord very often: burs yer i 1s with, 
jpcmas thofe mi ‘Fudges#e1,4..Whenthe Angel of the 
| 
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Bord came rothem, and they were! under grievous fad: 
Padage ; Githy he tothem from theLords Tpave brought 
yup out of the land'ef Egypt, and I bave.broke your bondsy 
AThavde fata, F wonld never break Covenant with yous 
Mn I faid.you fhould make no League wh theCanaanites,but 
Th have not obeyed my voyce 5 why have ye done this? And alk 
Te peoplé heard this 5 ancbitis faidj! Aultve people wept. 
Mubtleffé fonie were fincere, though happily many were: 
[Pofhypecrifie; and'fo the fincere heart laments ic,and: 
mewes fis Covenant. The poor foul hath nothing to 
y many times; °though-the Lord: ifhould bring never,fo 
Wiech mifery ofits yerthe foul ftawds weeping before the 
Ubrd;' ‘thacit hath broke the Covenanrofithe Lord, and 
ide-void tHe Covenant of the Lord 5-yer-the Sainrs.they 


| ver break: ic wholly,*they neversdepart wholly from 
Hie Lord. D Now 
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A wholefoue Caveat ba 
“Now when a people fhall impenitently break Cove) 
nant, as hath been faid « that men can. fiudy argument: 
how to nullifie Church-covenant 5 nay, worfe when i, 
Covenant, then ever before; and the bufineffe is, they ar 
loath tobe in bonds 3 when men fhall grudge the truth ¢/ 
the Lord, others if their judgements be not fet again, 
it; yetnorwithftanding, in deed and practice, they livea 
if they hadnever been in Covenant. Once they were | 
pleafantplanr; but now they are degenerated, as th,] 
Lord doth there complain. Beloved, when it is thus, th 
League between the Prince of peace, and the Church)} 
broke ; they do asmuch as in themlies, feek ro caft 0} 
the Lord from ruling over them. 4 | 
“9: When there be additions made to the Ordinances ¢ 
Chrift, by hamane ordinances and inventions of men | 
lerany fer wp new ordinances, new inventions of mex} 
they fet up new gods 5 and they doas Subjedts fet up nes} 
Kings, whichis mdeed to pull down him that was , an} 
fothey d@ to Jefus Chrift; they do deny the fuprem) 
headfhip of Chrift, and his authority over them; thoug | 
it may feemafmall ching, yet chusicis : And hence yj 
fhall obferve Zerobeams calves, though they worfhippe | 
the fame God which was at Ferufalem, varying only1| 
circumftance 3 yetthe Lord profeffeth, that they had fu) 
up new Gods, and foindeed did pull down the true Go| 
and his government from. over them, and this brou I} 
bondage. And henee, Col. 2. 18, 16..Let no man 0} 
guile you of your reward with a voluntary humility, faith th | 
Apofile, and worfhipping of Angels, intruding into tho | 
things which he bath not feen, Cre, . iad 
“.Whatfoever pretence be upan the inventions of me} | 
‘take heed of that; ifitbe the izventions of men, in Ker 
19. and not holding the head; the very headfhip of Chet 
is denied, and the greund is this;.To fay chat Chrift | 
isnot a fufficient means of falyarion, of faving bis peopl | 
and ruling his people; ir is to deny the headfhip of Chrif | 
diid likewife cofay, that Chrift hath nor appoinced {¢| 
his people. fufficient means for that.end 5 is tofay, thi} 
Chrift is not a fafficient ‘means to rule his people; and b} 
that fhallfay, JefusChrift isnota fufficient means, Ey 


do’s deny the: headfhip of Chrift. ..Now to fet up an 
inventions of men inthe worfhip. of God, to bea meat | 
t0 carry the heart ta. God, isto fay, chat Jefus Chrift hat 
not appointed fufficient means for thar end; and vs 
Vets 4 rf @} | 
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for atime of Liberty. 
| be, isnot a fufficient means of guiding, and faving, 
Hd ruling his people. Nay, this 1 willadde 3 lecthere 
Wyany invention added rothe worfhip of God, that’s 
Iperly the willof man 3 nothing elfe, bur only this I 
Mpuld have ye do its they are fuch things as do neither 
gx a man better nor worfe, bac only ufe them, and ye 
i} Commanded to ufe them, and noching bur the will of 
yx: Thisistofetup a new Chrift, and to pull down 
fa power of Chrift Jefus, to fubmic herein to the aucho- 
ta Of man, meerly becaufe of the will of man, that there | 
Tothing {een but his will: There is (ie may be ) nei- 
ir good nor hurt init} Iristo make chat manaGod 
| Chrifts it is peculiar to Chrift to do ic, and chis do’s 
1 down the Lord Jefiis Chrift from his throne; when 
ice is adding to the worthip of the Lord. I need not 
Wppote fpeak any thing this way 3 Only remember ta 
Tavatchtoll againitthis ; when the Lord doth fend ten- 
Wons this way into Churches, or into anyplace; be 
dacchfull againitnew inventions of men co be addedor 
Wee, they are very finfull; and if ye ask me when we 
i ook for fuch times; I need not go far fiom my 
Jat. 
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Hacisfaid,that Rehoboam and all the people walked in the 
(hip of the Lord three years ; but in one year, Rehoboars 
ig all che people fell off from the worfhip of the Lords 
] Mi fore take heed of this, when the tentation comes: 
(pV hen the Lord bows the hearts of chofe in authority; 
| ty eminency to fall this way, then multitudes follow; 
] erf.1. Rehoboam finned and Ifrael with him. 2. When 
ecucion arifech for the wuth, Gal. 5. 12. They muft be 
Wumcifed to avoid perfecution, 3. When mens hearts are 
Metted with the Ordinances of God,and weary of them; 
Ten the Ordinances of the Lord Jefus Chnft, men find 
| benefit by them, the heart of man will then be ma- 
Aw out after fome thing of irs owns then we muft look 
| pots, Prophets, and. Evangelifts, and chis curiofity, 
Wg che other nicity; then a conceit and imaginary piure 
{ Mans own, is more beautifull chan all Gods Ordinane 
| pefides, and all Religion is placed-there 5 itmay be ix 
Apuding coo far any Ordinance it felf, chongh it may 
Op little ac firft 5 yet when it is thus, then look for evil 
ii 
Ty; When as a people feek to abolifh and deftroy any 
Hinance of Chrift, but efpecially ifon this ground 3 
nn yee Da either 
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AwholefomeCaveat 
either becaufe of fome outward evill they bring v 
them, in the fruition of them, or hope of ‘fome¢’ 
ward good they fhallreceive by cafting them off, or’ 
cavfe of no good theyreap by the enjoymentof the’ 
Whenfoever ye fee this, thacthey are caft off on 1! 
ground, then look for bondage; for it will come’ 
‘whole Countreys in generall, and on particular: perfo' 
For Jefus Chrift isin his Ordinances, and his Ther 
is not only in Heaven among the Angels 5’ but, 
9-7,85 9. Hefits on the throne of David , among’, 
Church and People 3 and pull thefe down, you} 
down Chiitts throne, the Prince of peace 5 when ye} 
down his Ordinances. 1 John 2:19. there were m: 
that did feemto be for Chrift, and yet againft Chi 
this is ond fign by which henotes them 5 They went 
fioin us, for they-were not of uss that it might bem 
nianifeft they. were not of us. Now'l fay, whenr 
fliall pull down the Ordinances of Chrift, and withdr’ 
themlelves fromthe communion of Saints 3 and whe’ 
isfor one of thefe ends, in regard of fome outward ¢) 
thar the Ordinances do bring with them, or fomet 
ward good they fhall ger by cafting them off 5 then 
tainly look forbondage. | Asa Prince that hath one 
him, he may attempr change of things in State 5) 

i 


when heisfeca work by aforein State, andisa’ 
4 if 


fioner to the Pope or Spaniard :\ Now he isreall tor 
out the: Frimces and.this provokes. . . hy} 
-» So here many-times ‘a Chriftian, he may in conicie' 
fpeak’ againft fome.of the wayes ofthe Lord, and} 


| 


maybe the condition of the Saints and peopleof.G 


and they. may {peak it in conference’; and this maj 
tolerated, when» ic isfor want of lights nay, they tT 
through (ubbornnefie of fpirir, caft off Ordinances 5 
when nowitisfor this reafon, though. he hath: ind 
his colours forir y°you fhall, faith Satan, have:thisg 
and this eafe, andthefe conveniences and what do! 
do with Ordinances ? and now aman begins to find 
arguments » and faith, Satan, Ifye attend to the en: 
ment of Ordinances,here be thefe miferies, therefor 
way with fome of Gods Ordinances at Jeaft. Oh,breth: 
whenicisthus, thacchere is this fecret penfion from: 
world, that now had the Lord Jefus, the honours of 
world attending onthem, then they could make muc 
them;but becaufe they come with poverty, therefore t 


| poe for a timeof Liberty. 
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fhe Ordinances of the Lord Jefuss {t is certain the, 
Wicd hath bondage for fuch foules, and you will certaia~: 
find thistrue one day. Mal. 3. 14, 15. The people, 
| ey fay; What profit is it that we have ferued the Lord, 

| d that we have walked mournfully before him? and hence, 

Hey forfook the Lord ;Hence, Chap: ¢e1. the Lord, 
Aircatens, that He will burn them up, both root and branch... 
1 le Lord hath confuming fire for fuchone day... 

, he Ordinances of the Lord were too coftly for you. 
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rk1209,8. The Lord hath bis Vine- yard, he lets.it- out 
usbandmen, andhefends forthe fruit ; and at lajt the 
ge bimfelf comes to‘call for fruit. Now fay chey 3 Here 1s 
' fon, let us killbim. Why, whatis the marter 2 out of 
igenchacis the bufineffe 3 Tisat the inberitance may be ours. 
ware isthis gainto be without them, and therefore to 
scoff Chrift : What will the Lord do to thefs husband-men, 
sprill take away bis Vineyard frromthem, (yc. : 
af is the fpeech of Luth.r, Venter in ommi religione poten 
gin Idolum > When the Belly is ferved, Chrift muft 
ip defioyed. Men may havethis quict life without thefe 
“Ia dinances 3 and hence men bear a privy grudge againft 
i > Ordinances of the Lord, becaufe the belly. is nor fer= 
ea Look as it was with the Jews; they looked for a 
f ta King ro come to them, and Chriftcame 5 and 
yqpugh they were roldofic before; when he came, he 
dnothing but hisCroffe, and he tels them, If they 
fgilbe his Difcsples, they muft take his croffe. But now, 
i; fee he came not wich pomp, but only with his croffe, 
gs is the great reafon,why co this day the Jewes .do 
aff, themfelves agamft the Lord Jefus Chrift 5 the 
| offe came with Chrift, thar’s the caufe of ic: So 
‘en men fhall look for great things fromthe Ordman- 
“if } PE brill, and whemthey come to cajoy them, rhey 
aber with nothing elle hor. Chrift aud his Croffe, and 
hi 
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appointmenrs, and defertions; when. they meer wirkt 
i then Ghrittis caft off, and they profelie he 15 nO 
alee and. Cefar is eur Kings, andifwe rake os man co 
ag Our. Ring , the Romanes, will ruine us. ee 
| Tknowicisahard.trialfora man to be put to fucha 
at lait; forthe Lord.to,adyance the price ofais Ordinances 
; B chat high rate, tharall mutt be parted witht iT the 
joyment of them. Buc yet nocwithitanding, he 1s for 
-¢.unworthy. to. havethe Lord jelus to role iim, 
| anche ‘wlaigsees aie 34 ~- that 
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pplorand fpeakagainft chem, and intime come to caft. 


a 


Ps ae 


aes 


ly » et - % a 
5 5a ho ly 


ety, 


\ 


faith the Lord rothem ¢ You that have followed me, 


de wholefomeCaveat 
that fhall therefore make him a King as they did; John | 
He was their Cook, therefore they made him | 
Therefore chis I fay, take heed of difpuring againft, 
denying, or nullifying, not only outwardly, but int 
very heart fecretly, any of Gods Ordinances: forth; 
theLord complains of his people, chat their hearts went » 
ter their wickedneffe. Ohtake hced of doing chusagai: 
any one of Gods Ordinances, becaufe flraits do atrend| 
them: It wasthe fpeech of David, Pf. 119. Thy I 
pure, therefore thy feyvant loveth it. Suppofe chau fhou, 
eft never get any good by any of Gods Ordinances 5 » 
thy law is pure, the fault isin thy own heart 5 and q 
tainly the Lord he willremember, as there he {peake’| 
erem. 2. 2. Tremember the love of thine efpoufals, w} 
thou didft follow mein a land of barrenneffe,in a land wh 
there was no water. Thy life fhall be precious to}, 
Lord, that fhall follow the Lord ina'l afflidions 5 yet 4 
heatt doth cleave ro the Lord, and follow the Lord ing 
his Ordinances ; therefore this is that I would fay, thy 
are many wants now in the countrey 5. But yer norwk 
f{tanding, ler the people of God get neer ro Chrift 5. fpuy 
oftenone to another, and findout wayes and means 
pay your debts, and lye down at the feet of the Lords 
Ris, and be content ifthe Lord will have it fo, to bes; 
thing, be contentthus 5 and though thon doft not fing, 
ny benefit from the Ordinance ef the Lord as yer,yet 
withftanding loaththy own heart, but love them 5 
feek after the Lord, and lookto the Lord in the 
And this is certain, the Lord hath blefings for his pi 
ple; not only in this life, but as he there fpeaketh roy 
Difciples, when they fay to him, Lord, what fhall we ha 


(ball fit on thrones. But take heed of this, ifonce ye co, 
ro flight Ordinances, and caft off Ordinances, becaufi 
thefe {traits and wants, and {o forth: And whatare yn 
Ordinances, &c ? anda generation of mer rifen up) 
think Chriftians fhould fend forth their gronings toy 
Lord, that che terrour of the Lord may fall upon the; 
they deny all the Ordinances of the Lord, andthe Sp 
riuft teach us only. °Tis true, the Spirir ni 
do iv, bue will ye therefore take away the meam 
and hence, che very Scripture is madean Alphabet 
children, and fo chey do deftroy the Ordinances of: 
Lord. Beloved, ifit be fromthis principle, take heed 
it; for ifit be, ye will certainly find bondage, 


| . fora time of Liberty. 

) 4. When men do nor thus puil down the Ordinances, 
he throne of Chrift 5 bur drive the Lord Jefus away out 
We his Ordinances, (though they have his Ordinances 
| vith them ) by their fecret defilings, pollutions, {piritual 
1 pollutions of the glorious Ordinances of Chrift 5 thisthe 
Word frequeutly complaineth of in Zerem. and Ezek. The 
Wrery great reafon why the Lord did leave his Temple, 
i where their fathers did praife the Lord : they had pollu- 
ied and defiled ir,that was the reafon of it: They had dri- 
Wircn the Lord away from his throne, and this doth pull 


| 1own the princely power of the Lord in his Churches. 1 
(snow, there be many fias and defilements; and the fons 
(bf men have hidden wayes of polluting che Ordinances 
W>fthe Lord, chata man fhall fit undet all the Ordinances 


i ; the Lords and asit is faidof Mount Gilboah, notany 
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olffdew fall upon him; never fee good, when good comes 5 
tithe Lord is not dear, thar is the reafon of ic. Oh, thy 
nflecret defilements of the Ordinances of the Lord, have 
iidriven the Lord far from you. Thereare many, I fhall 
only name three principally, thatchere may be alitdle 
@heed taken of them. 
| Firft. When there is a fecret contempt grown upon a 
mans fpirit of rhe Ordinances of Chrift, attended with a 
ciMfecret wearineffe of chem: this doth now pollute the Or- 
Mdinances of the Lord, and this doth drive the Lord from 
i@his Ordinances: Mal. 1. 7. Te have offered polluted bread 4 
‘Wwherein have we doncit, fay they? this was the canfe of it 5 
i Ye fay, that the Table of the Lord 1s contemptible the mea- 
@ning is, you do defpife my Table and Ordinances, and fo 
ofl now do defpife me too,and fo ye do vilifie and contemne 
Ache Ordinances of the Lord: Therefore faith the Lord, 
a hs the conclufion of that Chapter, verf. 11. From. the vifing 
i of the Sun, my nameit (hall be known. Asifhe fhould fay, 
1am uot bound to you,! can have a people, among whem 
ag my name fhall be great; For, faich the Lord, Jam a great 
King. \fone fhould have asked men in thofe dayes what 
all good is in your facrifices ? what gcear glory can ye fee in 
MW chem? the Saintscan fee a great dealof glory in mean 
WM ourfides: Now when this is wanting , the name of the 
Lord is polluted, and fo the Lord driven from his Ordi- 
Inances. Heb. 12. 45. Take heed, left there be im any of you 
an evil root of bitterneffe [pringing up, and many thereby be 
defiled. When men do live in fecret lufis, cr open pro- 
i fanenefle; a man that hatha profane heare, {uch a heart as 
a : D4 4 


doth 


ti 


- Ordinances, Wwheti men'live norin a’ daily fenfe of th) 


according to his command’; but here was their wound: 


Beloved, iftherebe any pollution of the Ordinances of; 


—— AwhelefomeCaveat, 
doth contemne'the portion of mercy the Lord doth offi 
ro him 5 wholike Efaw did fell his birth- right for a mefi 
OPpottape! 8 Sek Yorhs Canes ) Gone 

Secondly, Unbrokenneffe of licart in the:enjoy 
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extreme need they fidndin of mercy 5 Ifa, 66. 1ya 
Heaven ismy ‘thione, and the Earth is.my  faot-ftook: 
Now obferve what the Lord doch there fpeak, To hit 
will I look. that is poor in fpivit Gx contrite 5 fuch a poot 
foul, faith the Lordy will 1 look tos and to:thefe at 
oppofed, fuch as have nor fuch hearts, but do look.ony 
ly tothe Ordinances of the ‘Lord : Now, ‘faith the Lore 
to fich's He that offeretha lamb.’ is oas if “he catoffa 
dogs neck 3 and be that offereth incenfe, ‘as he that blefi} 
feth anIdol. hele werea people chacdid plead for the 
Temple of the Lord,and had the Ordinances of the Lore} 


rhey were nor broken under the Ordinances of the Lord 
This you fhall find, the Saints have many fms ano 
wants under the Ordinances of the Lord = but little 
does the world know their gronings before the Lord: 
and the Lord hath mercy “for fuch fooles as are fenfible 
of their need they ftand in of the Ordinances of th 
Loh ees Ch hy Hines sae 
‘Bur now when men have found the Lord in an Ordi| 
nance fubduing fome particular fin: there are other: 
fins remaining in their hearts, and chey {tand unremoves) 
able in their hearts5 and'hence, are the ftrongeft andi 
deareft of allthe refi: Now, Ifay, when men having 
thefe fns, and knowing thefe fins in their hearts and {pi} 
rits; when as, becaule 1 cannot fubdue ‘thefe fins; and 
they have atrended on the Lord in che ule of meanesy) 
and the Lord Helps them nor and becaufe, they hope to, 
be faved at laft for all rhefe +: Hence they come toa truce 
with their fin, and never go mouriiing to the Lord 5 nor} 
fay, che Lord hath begun to fiubdue fome of rhefe lutts § 
Now Lord, go on, but rhe foulis areruce with his finnes. 


the Lord, here ic is; thar men come with unbroken heartsy 
to the Ordinances of the Lord 5 that never feel yours 
need of them, & wounds and fores that are in your hearts, 
that men do ftand with thofe very fins, that they think; 
they cannot fubdue; aiid becanfe, they cannor eafe them=: 
iclves of them, therefore they give way to them. When: 

7 hie ; , meg 


ie 


i for atime of Liberty. 

penkeep thefe fins with unfenfible hearts-of them, ye 
go refift the holy Ghoft., ye feel not your need of an 
fall have for them: » ; : 
> Thirdly; Where there is a fpirit of unbelief, that there 


ans of his heart and life, in his accending upon the Lord 
a: his: Ordinances. Zit. 1. 15. To. the unbelieving 
gee is pure 5 but even their mind and confcience is de- 
Wiled.. Exod. 30. 29.:It isfaid, Every, thing that touched 
i 12 Altar, was cleans and hence, withouc this, all is 
Winclean: : When a poor foul fhall come to the Lords Or- 
| mmances, and prepare himfelfbefore he come ; and in all, 
MW hath many weaknefles, yet it doth; leave ic felf 
rich Jefus Chrift s.every thing that doth touch this Al- 
ir, is fandtified, and is not pollured. Butnow when mea 
alhenjoy-Ordinances, ‘and make no great matter of fins 
) Ordinances 3. efpecially it fecret : fuchis the _ye- 
emous nature of fin;'ic doth defile the earth a man doth 
(cad one Now when men fhall have thefe fins, and know 
Wem, and yer neverleave themfelves with Chrift, and 
\y themfelves..on-this bleffed Altar by faith; they do 
ollate the Ordinances of the Lord, 

Fourthly, When the foul doth nor fo openly , mani- 
Waly drive away the Lord; but when men fhalleome te 
ihe Ordinances, and never come to the Lord Jefus in 
sem; now the Lord is caft off. A great Prince that 
pmestoa manshoufe, though he be-not driven out of 
fee yet if nor attended on, he accounts -himfelf caft 
-. The Lord Jefus Chrift isin his Ordinances, Ezek. 
WE. 35+ The Lord is there 5 the Saints, they come ‘to 
4lf'od in them,and are carried to him by them: Therefore, 
ihisfaid, Adts 10.33,.34. Now therefore, we ave all pre- 
dint before God, 16 bear all things that ave commanded 
miyee of God, and Pfal.84. 7. Every one of themin Sion 
Wppeareth: before God. Now the Saints and people of 
‘od, when they do thus come cothe Lord, they find 
Whany: difficulties to break through, 4 vally of Baca. 
ometimes their heart is turned from the Lord,and fome- 
Imes Godis turnedfrom them: fo thatnow, the Saints 
then. they do come to the Lord in his Ordinancess 
bey go through the vallie of Baca, thatthey-may fee God 
) Sion. But now, when men-do never break through dif- 
culties 5: but give way to-a fluggifh hearts when ‘i is 
i r Demon ee ~ thus 


t 
| 
" 


<= ae 


| word. therefore ye keep your fins, and your woes you 
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not-a feeking to Chrift jcfus,to wafh away the polluti- 
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- fome great Town, that ftands ic our against @ Prince 5, 


A wholefome Caveat | 
thus with a people, iris certain the Lord is now eaft: 
and ye do as good now as live withour Chrift in thi 
world. Amos 5. 2t. faith the Lord, I hate your ne} 
Moons, and Sabbaths 5 For thefe forty years ye never fact 
ficed to me, verf. 25. Did they not facrifice thofe forv 
years tothe Lordin the wildernefle? It was che vey 
thing they came our of Egypt for, that they might facrifiv 
tothe Lord : Yer faith the Lord, ye did not facrifice) 
me; cruly here was the thing, they did facrifice, but); 
enjoy communion witha God, tharthey did nor; th) 
Lord he faw none of that, and this is the frame of many) 
ian, yenever heard a Sermon; ye never broke throug; 
your difficulties to come toa God in Ordinances: ther} 
fore,in truth, though you had them, yer itis asif ye 
never had them 3 becaufe, ye never did enjoy the Lox 
in them. ie l 

Therefore, this is that I would fay: Oh, Brethren, k 
the Saints, let ic be the care of all the faithfall and pe, 
ple of God ; the firft thing that ye do, before ye come 
hear a Sermon, or receive a Sacrament, or co any Chi 
{tian communion, or other Ordinance of God: Befoy 
thou do’ft come, indeavour it atleaft to bring thy foul\ 
a God, co Chrift, above all Ordinanees, and bre 
through the difficulties 5 heart is dead,and minde is bling 
and God is gone 5 but yet break through difficultit 
and wreftle with the Lord in Prayer, and then yew 
find the bleffing of the Lord. The great reafon why vw) 

enjoy not that mighcy prefence of the Lord-in his G 

dinances, it is this; Men come to Ordinances , ail 

would enjoy Ordinances, but they never broke throu) 
difficulties, to come to a God: When men fhall come; 

Ordinances only, (& bleffed be God we have the temf| 

of che Lord; ) truly this wil do you no good in the werh 

The 5th Degree of catting off the fupreme power,| 

Chrift in his Ordinances 5 many times when the foul ca) 

not come to Chrift, the Lord comes ro it : Now then ¢)) 

fupreme power of Chritt is caft off, when the foul is u\ 

willing or careleffe, to receive the ftroke of the Ererni 

power of the life of Jefus into his heart 5 bur conten, 
himfelf with fome beginnings, fome fips and taftes, ai 

dothnotlye under the ftroke of the eternall Spirit of t 
life of Chrift. a . WON y 

' Look as it is with a company of Subjects , ‘they are, 
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for a time of Liberty. 
i he Prince fend to them, and they parlie with him, and 
Wahey are thankfull for his gifts, and glad of his parly 5 but 
Wiree nocwithftanding, they are unwilling to receive the 
ia cince, wich all his power to come into the Town 5 if 
i hey be unwilling todothat, and are leath to joyn fides 
ligainft the other party,they caft him off from being King: 
ifSo itis here, when men come tothe Lord in Ordinances, 
iy the Lord he parlies with them, the Lord’he fends promi- 
es, and they are marvellous precious things; and they 
Mhnave fome tafie of what the Lord do’s fend, and itis 
iia'weet to them 5 Buc now, becaufe they have lufts in their 
Mhearts; the Lord (ith, make warre againft chy Iuft, and 
i@open the gates thar | may come in: If fobe, aman now 
Jour offecret love to his fin, he content himfelf with the 
laipromifes of Chrift 5 but the life of Chrift, he cares not for: 
that, he ufesnot all means that he may find that, the fu- 
Mpreme power of the Lord Jefus is now caft off, and I 
‘know no difference between fuch a people and Caperna- 
um; they did enjoy the Gofpell of God, but now to en- 
gtertain che Lord jefus in his fpiricuall power, this they 
‘i were loath rocome to; therefore, faith the Lord, We te 
ul thee Capernaum 3 the mighty work of Jefus Chrift in their 
taj hearts, this they never cared for, Saith the Apoftle, 
lng] 2 Cor. 10. §. The weapons of our warfare, they ave mighty 
ti through God. As poor things as you think the Ordinan- 
“i ces of the Lord tobe, they are mighty through the Lord: 
y i 
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When Chriftians fhall not be willing to receive: this 
| mighty power of the Lord Jefus Chrifttruly , nowthe 
ail Kingdome of Chrift is caft off. John 6. 49. Your fathers 
(a ate Mannain theWildernefJe, and are dead, that was out- 
el ward Manna; but hethat eateth me, fhall live for ever. 

In one word thus; this is cerrain, a man never gets 
good by any Ordinance, nor the Lord Jefus doth never 
a@ artain hisendin any Ordinance, till chere bean everla- 
{ting power and life of Chrift Jefus communicated by the 
# Ordinance. There, faith he, God commandeth his blefing, 
ing Life for evermore; mercy, for ever comforting; and light, 
fl for ever teaching; and humbling, for ever continuing : 
iq anda man will never think he doth receive any good till 
ci | be doth it. Forif aman be healed of his blindneffe, 
fi and be blind prefently again; what is he the better? So, 
Wi ifa man hath fome flath of lightin the Ordinance, bleffe 
ti] the Lord for it. The Lord quickens up the heart to 
a walk with the Lord, Blefled be che Lord for it : ys 
4 | "y : DUS 
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ad wholefonte Caveat 
but when the heart now fhalllofe that life, and ftrenget, 
which it had, (not but that a. Chriftian do’s lofe to his 
feeling, batit will return again.) When he is vera 
fome affection, but he goes away dead as hee cant 
no, but when the Lord comes by his everlafting pow 
and mercy , and life in any Ordinance 3 now Chrift con 
in his power, and now ye receive the King in his eet 
er, and Chrift atrainshis end in the, Ordinance. . T! 
is all thar 1 would fay, {do befeech you. brethren, in, 
the Lord JefusChrift: Oh feek for chis bleffled life, 
everlafting life Lord, everlafting power. Lord 5 beg, 
forthat, and {eek for that, and pray for that, and weep, 
for that; do not content thy felf with fippings and ta- 
flings, i jak for everlafting life and power to come with, 
the Ordinance; though means be weak: in themfelvesy. 
donot therefore vilifiethem: Look uponthe brazen fer- 
pent, wiiata poor thing was that to heal the people that, 
were flung ? yet. the infticution of Chrift. did put. 
werrue into it: So do thou atrend on the Ordinances, and: 
never be contenr, till chow doft find the Lord, 
andifeel the Lord, and {ay as fome have faid; though 1, 
feel not the Lord new as. have done, yet L chink f 
fha'l for ever bleffe the Lord. Never be conrent cil 
ye find the Lord bringing your heare to this paffe, and, 
then the King of Blorys the Prince of . peace is come 5 ‘ 
though ye find not che fame power at all times, yet if ye 
finde that power which do’sinure your heart for ever, 
to blefle rhe Lord, here 7s everlafting power. _Jefus is, 
now come to thy foul ; 5 AY, but when ye content your, 
] 


( 
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felves with fome movings and beginnings 5 andfin and 
Satan as {trong again,as ever, and ye find not your fin 
wafting and confuming; in truth the Lord, Jefus is caft, 
off, and-ye have noc the end for which yecome to the. 
Ordinances of the Lord. Burthen, ye are bleffed for Sa 
yer when ye find this. 

2. There is a derivative power of Chrift to the. Church, 
joyntly confidered. together. Mat. 18. 19. Go and tell the, 
Church, isthe higheft rribunal Chrift hath on earch in the. 
Kingdome of Saints, ?Tis Chrifts high Court of Parlia-., 
ment, beyond which ‘there is no.appeal.to any higher, 
power.than the. Church 5 .and ir cannot. be meant of the. 
Officers, of the Chureh (which is the faireft interpre=;- 
tation: ) For the cafe may be that there is but one Officer, 
andishe the Church? asalfo rhathe may. fin, enone 
ear 


 foratime of Liberty. 


it ear ofhis fin, and muft they leave him to himfelf, at 
| 


leaft to judge of his fin? They power of Keys was given 
Wo Peter, quia fidelis, and the power to bind and loofe to 
Wiwo or three gathered together in Chrifts name, Mat. 18. but 
thefe things are known. | E 
/eFor the clearing’ up of this, know that there isa 
three-fold derivative power, which rhe Lord hathgiven 
tothe Ghurch joyntly, and norro Elders only: Which 
may be miferably abufed, and fo provoke the Lord 
rotake it away from’ their hands till they know. ber-: 
ér how ro ufe its yet when ’tis wfed according to Ghrift,, 
ow not to be underthe power of it, which is Chrift, 
'Boower delegated to it, is ro caft-off Chritts Government: 
And I am confident, the bondage ‘of all the Churches sn 
laChriftendome, if ye examine the Churches, ts continued,’ 
hecaufe the ‘Lord fees hearrs unwilling to fubmitcohim 
athe government of Ghurches 5 and will continue iprill 
Churches know how'to ufe it, and men lye down to, the 
power of it. - | 
/oy. They have apower given them from -Chrift, of 
opening and flutting the doors’ of the Church, the 
Kingdome of God’ on’earth:7. e:of:letting in, and kee- 
ping out any ‘according to Chirift; ‘into, or our of 
iM cheit communion ':.andthis I conceive ‘to be one part of 
“ithe power of the Keys, committed» to the Church: 
FF rhe: chief officesof which, is toopen and fhut; to re- 
i ceive in, and. keep ont’ according to Chrift; and hence 
thé three thoufaid were added ‘to the Church, though 
| 


rhe Apoftles were guitiestherein : and Adis 9. 26. Paul 
would have joyned chimfelf, but.chey would not ac- 
icepe of him; becaufey they were «afraid of him. No 
Hedy natorall or-politick, but they have power to receive 
it tothem the ufefull& keep from them the hurefull 5 fo, 
© Bmuch»more Chriftsy‘(pirituall body:: And hence, the . 
Chorch of Ephefus is comimendedy:Kevel..2. 2. together 
hi With their Angely~for trying thofe ‘that feemed good; and 
i were: not. Ls Ss 9 - ¢ i023 : 7 ' 
> WNow tis true; this: power may be miferably: abus 
f 
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fedin opening. doores too wide, er locking themup too 

ong, or. coo faft 3¢andin many fad diforders this ways 

“liver there is this power. “Now when:men fhall refufe 

*\§ Church-tryall, and fo communion with the Church sand 

Wiachat not from fenfe of their unfimeiie and unworthi- 

biwefe, or fome other reaton, which-is in the fight 6 
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A wholefome Caveat. — | 
God of great Bes but froma careleffe contempt o! 
Gods Ordinances; or Gods people 3’ aman fayes, Wha’! 
care I for the one? and what are the other ? and from:} 
refolution never to grow betrer; they know they are no! 
like to be accepted of them, and they are refolved they 
will grow no. better; they think themfelves as gooda! 
they, and froma fecret unwillingneffe to come to. the! 
light, they know things are amiffe, and will not be’ 
known of it 5 they appear better than they are, and hexce 
they are loath to be feen and jodged as they are + Ceré/ 
tainly, this is to cafts Chrifts power; and if continued in| 
the falvation of your foules is alfo caft off : Agts 2.ult.Thé 
Lord added to the Church daily, fuck as fhould be faved. Tel 
the Church. i.e. not the univerfal Clrirch, but vifibl 
Church, where it may be had ; fuch as fhould be faved. Ifai| 
6c. 14,15. For the Nation and Kingdome that will noi 
ferve thee, fhak perifh 5 yea, thofe Nations fhall utterly pe: 
rifb : Lamentable is the condition of many 5 not fo much! 
for not joyning themfelves to rhe Church , as not feeking 
ofthe Lord for that mercy 5 that they may be firftjoynee' 
tothe Lord, and fo to his people for the Lordsfake. 1 

There are great heaps of people amongft the Churches" 
here that do ftand guilty of this, the Lord humble:us fot 
it that content themfelves to ftand Aliens fromthe Com: 
mon-wealth of Urael, Eph. 2. 12. Strangers from the Cove 
nant of Promife; having no hope, and without God inthe 
world. The Lord is flow to wrath ; burthere is a ican 
fold bondage. 1. Offin and Satan. Rev. 22. 145 15+ 
Let him that is filthy, be filthy till} Nay, though there be 
fome beginnings, yet apt to fall back 5 becaufe, not planted 
inthe courts of the Lord. And hence, Col. 2.5. Foying: 
and beholding your order, and the fledfaftneffe of your faith: 
in Ghrift,order and ftedfatineffe are joyned together.2.01 
mifery, Zach. 14.17. And it fhall be, that whofoever will 
not come up of allthe families of the Earth unto jerufalem, t@ 
worfhip the King, the Lord of Hofts; even upon them{hall be 
no rain. 3. Sadnefle, hence, Ifa. §6. 9. Eventhem I will! 
bring to my holy Mountain,and make them joy full inmy Houfe 
of Prayer. Tobe joyfullin the houfe of Prayer, is pro? 
mifed co fuch as joyn themfelvesto Gods Covenant. ~~ _! 

2. They havea power given them of binding and loo-' 
fing ; By admonition of any one, that being received ing 
fhall fia ‘againft their communion, and the Lordin it) 
thereby to defile the whole body, and to provoke the! 

) | wrath 
: ) 


| - for atime of Liberty. 
ff ath of the Lord againft the fame 5 and this is mention- 
il, Matth. 18. and by the Apoftle, 1 Cor. §. 1,4, and 
i is is given to them, toufe againft whatever fmner or 
Wafender itbe3 be he great or {mall, Prince or Peer 3 if 
a: be abrother, he is tolye down here: An admonition 
dan arreft and meffage from God, from Chrift Jefus the 
dang of Kings; Eglon maftcome down from his throne, 
dahen this is brought. 
di Now I grancagain, this power may be abufed mifera- 
y 3.as to admonith without conviction, or without com- 
{Tien and love, bur in heat.and paffion, &c. Yetthis 
Mart of Chrifts binding power in his Church 5 which 
| 1en "tis done, tis bound in heaven. 
Wa Now when menceme to that paffe, that they donot 
i ly fin for chat the Lord. pardons) but are grown to 
Mat height, chat chey caft off all reproofs, and Chrift- 
‘ admonitions for fin :.fteepr ic may be in many tears 
d prayers before they. came, and {weetned with the 
Miritof mercy and terror of Chrift Jefus in the mouths 
dM hisfervancs, this brings under bondage. . Tis not fin 
Mimuch, for this will be 5 but when they cannoc abide 
sldproofs, they are iron morfels, cannot be digefted, and 
ince, fometime hide it, and twenty fhifts, and halfas 
any-lies 5 or if it be found our, defend it, and falla fen- 
; gand thrufting, and try it ont to che laft, or extenue 
it twenty wayes, that a beam is a mote 5 and whichis 
Morfe, their hearrs rife and.{well, and they bear.a privy 
dge againft them, asif they were their enemies, bes 
ate they tellthem che truth; when they fhould fay 3 
tthe righteous fmite me. Exod. 2,14. Wha made thee @ 
ince and Fudge over us ° When Mofes, the Ifraelites de- 
erer was raifed up, he thereupon departs, and they 
yg: under, heavy: bondage, whenthey caft off his reproof. 
jlastrue, a Saint may nor for atime fubmir 5 bur yet it ar- 
ylges.a height of {piri for the prefent, unfic for communi- 
i. with God, and the Lord will bring them off, and 
i@mble them for their pride. 2 Sam. 23.6,7. But the 
sof Belial fhall be all of them as thorns thruft away 3 be 
licfe-they. cannot betaken with hands. 
HHA childe of God may have many weakneffes, a hypo- 
temany excellencies; but-thecryall of them is, when 
ley come to be arrefted witha fad reproof, how they 
Idthere, and.that.as unto God ; .efpecially when con- 
Tionfhall either difcredic. their perfon, or make others 
Ly ; queftion 
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-cesin this their communion : | So chat now, tis not o4) 


feck not, ahd indeavour not the good one of anothe 
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 Awholefome Caveat =— 


touched3‘a fheep will be led to the flaughter, and ti 


the cheek to him that finices : So fhould one poor bj 


ther do to another, ‘when he comes to him ia the nay 
ofthe Lord 5 butiot many that willfo do, but refit 
appofe againitall reafon. <2 Sakis aha 

*"3. They have a power of Communication of good «; 
toanother, in way of edification, according to their p 


left in the hands of the Officers, but of the whole Chure 


‘and each Member inthe Church 3’ according trols play 


and ability, toédifie the whole, Eph. 4. 16. From wh 
the whole body, fitly joyned and compatted together, by th 
which every joynt {upplyeth, according to the effectiall wo 
ing inthe meajure of every part, making increafe of the bo 
unto the edifying 1t felf inlove. =  aiat: 
’ Members arenot toftand like beautifull pictures! 
Church-windows,and as cofily Images in Chur chés'5 th 
have eyes, and fee not, eares, and hear nor; but they a 
to be living {tones in Gods building ; nor only to build: 
themfelves, but one another alfo, thar foa man may? 
only get no hurt from communion of Churches, but 
may get good indeed from the fame. And ‘if 1 mifte 
not, here is the wound of Churches : When Memb; 


and fohave Ordinances and. means of doing one anotl 
good, but exercife themnor ; or ifthey do, receive 
the good they might hereby 5 but may fay, and fhall fay: 
laftas he, Prov. §. 14. Iwas almoft in all evill ini 
midft of the Congregation : Sin prevailing, andforrows | 
little and little, like water ina leaking fhip, finkingt 
oor bark. ~~ | hegre ww Sa 

" Queft. What are thofe means that are left to the Sait 
themfelves, even private Members to exercife in Chrit 
an communion for men and women and fo you may t 
when thefe are'negleGed, or not improved, the pow! 
of Chrift in his Church is caft offfo far forch? = 
Anfe. 1. “The'firftis, a Spirit of dear Chrift-likele 
one to another,.,every one to all, and all to that agai 
being ready to expreffe it felf, in procuring the good: 
others as well as its own: This do:h fweeten communi: 
very much, and edifies, quickens, and encourageth 
Chriflianin his‘whole courfe marveloufly. Eph. 4-1 
Making increafe of the bedy, unto the edifying it felf ie 
© 


yn wie of L Liberty. 


) I Bove: penigen, 1 Cor. 8, t.iKnowledge puffeth up, but Chan 
h¥ity edificth. It's the joy of the Saints, and that which 

Bie. the “Saints to bleffe God in heaven 3 where, 
4 take any one. ely, all joyntly befides honour ir, ten= 
1 | 
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God, and feeks their'good more than itsown agains 
and chisis prophefed, Leph. 3. 9. That they may call uf- 
onthe came-of the Lord, to ferve bimwith one confent, to 
A ierve the Lord with one fhoulder;. to help one another 
: Mpirttually and curwardly, where there be many griefs 
et burdens which depreffe the fpirits, and make it 
MM unferviceable, isremicved: As, what is there that doch 
WMalienate the hearts of men more from God and: his 
I Church, but want of love ? Now when mens love 

i@prows cold, that a godly man is nor Asien te whiles 
Phe lives, nor his death lamented fo much as the loffe of 
afwine. When people grow ftrange one to another, 
andtake dittaftes and prejudices 5 when chey can fit by 
the fire-fide, and cenfure, and whifper 5 and make of+ 


fh 
, Vide divide; that if you ask what fuch’a one is good 
itfor? the anfwer is; he is good for himfeli, asd good 
lito breed brawles, and divide a Church; A Kingdome 
Wadivided again{t it felf, cannot fland 5 & ecsoce hereby you 
iegeatt offichis Kingdom. Oh, Chriflians fhould pray for thisy 
nd mourn for want of rhiss and f{udy peace,& follow it: 


‘ 
tig'c fhould be death to differ, or fide, or make ayparty, one 
7 


gaint another. 
2. E.rneft prayer for the Church, & all in it befides thy 
elf: and chat wich ftriving wich God, till an anfwer is 
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Pderit; and feek the good of it; and thar one bleflerh - 


fences, and cake offences 5 and minds divide, and- 


2% 


iven: Stretcht-out prayers, asthey made for Peer. James Ads 5.12. 


I .16. Confefs your faults one to another, and pray one for a- 
ie ber, that you may be healed. And{o Fude 20. But ye belo- 
iiigied , building up your felves in your maft holy faith, praying 
Hh the holy Ghoft. Vhis is a meanes. to edifie one another 
ogy hen there is inlargedneffe of heart to pray one for ano. 
Wher, Pfalme 122.8. For my brethrens fake , Ple wifh thy 
lig? ace. Sometimes a Chriftian can do others little good 
niger he will wraftle for ‘him in his prayers to God : One 
dimowes not the good comes: hereby 5 if withall a 
i lan keeps a» good Confcience 5. making confcience 
f his wayes. And ‘tis one of ‘the greateft privi- 
ges that a man hath, when once he hath a fhare 


it 
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all the Peepers: of the ‘Sdints as his own 5 and 
f it 
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3 A wholefomeCadedt = 
it anfwers that Quere, What is a Chriftian the better a | 
the liberties ofthe Church? Matth. 18.19. Again, I fay'f 
untoyou 3 that if two of you fhall agree on earth, as touching 
any thing they {hall ask, it hall be done for them of my Fa-§ 
ther which isin heaven. v.20. For where two or three are ga-y 
thered together in my name ,there Jain inthe midd ft of them} 

Now when people are falfe herein co their brethren 
and to their Covenant 3 to their God, and to their own 
{oules 5 (for there is no one prayer thou makeft that fhal'f 
be loft; butif ic attain nora blefiing for orhers, it fhall re" 
‘thin again into thy bofome.) When there fhall benef 
heart to fpend prayer, or fhed tears for chem, whon 
Chrift hath fhed his bleod fer; now, yeu caft off thi} 
Kingdome of Chrift. : Beg 
~ Oh Brethren, confider of it, when there fhali be many: 
foul in a Church taken by Satans temptations, and held wf 
‘temptations, and ready tobe overcome by temptations’? 

and ir may bee, would nor be fo, but becauf"f 
thou doft nor pray 5 publick Ordinances, the minifieF 
ry ofthe word, little good done thereby 5 becaufe tho'f 
Haftino heart to pray. Ads 4.31. And when they bat 
prayed, the place was fhaken where they were met together 
and they were all filled with the holy Ghoft. This isth] 
réafon, the hearrs of thy children, fervants, and fcllow} 
brethren remain fecure and unthaken by all the Sermon! 
they hear ; nothing doth rhem good, nothing will pierc#! 
or penetrare their adamant-hke hearts; becaufle, cho} 
haftno heart to pray for them,or at leaft, nor ro purpofit 

3. Timely Exhortacion; when brethren are deac'ff 
hearted, and heartlefle in their Chriftian courfe. Heb. <! 
13,13. Take heed brethren, left there be inany of you anev'|} 
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God 5 but exhort 
orie another whiles it is calledto day, left any of you be hare}! 
ned through the deceitfulneffe of fin. Brotherly exhortat 
on isa remedy againft Apoftafie of heart; for though 
mahi cannot convince another, yet he may exhort him 
atid tis’ to be done im feafon, whiles it’s called to dai} 
with due refpe@, and taking notice of what good thei! 
is , with much wifdome, anda fpirit of hnmility, or el}! 
thou fpoileft all chow medleft wichall ; putting your felviy 
. ip their eftace, and with hearty unfeigned prayer, th'} 
“the Lord would accompany the fame with his bleftin, 
Heb. ve. 24. Confider one another, to provoke’ unto love at 

good works. Look over the Congregation, and confid | 
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| for atime of Liberty. : 
‘fach a Brothers or Sifters eftare; one is poor andlow, 
jy another talling, another very much altered : Now iin fome 
: cafes, a private Brocher may do more rhan a Minifter ; the 
‘Lord helpus, and ftir us up ro this work: Now when 
| this is neglected, many foules are hardned. 
i 4. Inftrudting andteaching one another, as occafion 
mg ferves 5 Rom.15. 44.. And Imy felf alfoam perfwaded 
iW of you my. bretbren, that you alfo are full of goodneffe|; filled 
prith all knowiedge, able to admonifh one another; They 
were able for ro imftrué and teach one anocher. Fa. $4. 
13. They Shall be alltaught of God. What God teacheth 
thee, chac do thou teach others ; what thou gaineft by 
| iearing, or by praying, or meditation: by putting que- 
yqevonsto others, fometimesroreach, and fomerimes to be 
igtaught 5 and this do, if poflibie, in alloccafionall mee- 
sarings, and: worldly difcourfes; mix wichit fome {weer 
iqpeuch thar God hath tanght thee. Bur mow-on the other 
wwede, when Chriftians fhall meer, anda man isthe worle 
or their fruitleffe difcourfe, no. favour of any thing of 
good; Let chem meet never folong or often > walking 
yqpr fitting, this is fad. 
i 5- In Comforting thofe chat be fad; Fhef. §. 14. and 
wats ult. Comfort the feeble-minded, and fapport the weak; 
aerrerefere, comfort one another with thefe words. There 
H ie many fad hearts in Gods Church, and {ad things are as 
qgVOUnds t0.a mans limbs, thar make him halt or fall.. Oh 
ee be muchin this work, 2 Cor. 1. 4. Who com- 
agorteth us in allour tribulation, that we may be able to com- 
port them which are in any trouble, by the comfort 
id ol ay we our felves are comforted of God; That a 


| 
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ygpul may fay, fucha one cameto me, and fpake fome few 
giv ords tome sbuethey were as feafonable, as though the 
ijord hadfent an Angel from heaven to fpeak to'me, and 
jt more worch, thanifhe had given me many pounds ¢, 
qutnew, when this alfo is negle&ed, char one Chrifti- 
| n hath nora word of encouragéaient to another, bur 
| ry andfavourleis difcourfe ; this the Lord takes very ill 
if the hands.of his people; char have received comiore 
i om himfelf in the day of their-forrow and difreff. 

wf 6- Reftoring a Brother fallen wich a fpirit of meeknelsy 
quel. 6. 1, 2. Brethren, of any be overtaken with a fault, ye 
gghich arefprituall, veftore fuchaone with a Spirit of meek- 
yee. Oh, how willa poor foulbleffe the Lord for fach a 
pothers prayeys, admonitions, oi exhortations, we 
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—- Awholefome Caveat. | 4 

the Lord fhall have brought hisheart back again to hir j 

- felf; although before he did moft of all difefteem and vie, 
fie himi:s Sug aoe elas 4 

Now, when thefe are nor ufed, or not with a fpirit)| 
of meekneffe improved , that a man never biefferh) 
God for thefe ; the Lord Jefusis pulled down from} 
his cbrone, ‘when not done according to the ability, time, 
and place thatthe Lord affords. And this] wifh, ¢ 
Churches mourn not for another day: For my own part, 
1 do adjudge my {elf before God and men, as moff 
guilty of this, that I enjoy many {weet Ordinances, and 
we improve them not; and hence, the glory of the Lord} 
filsnothis Tabernacle, abides not on his Churches, ei 1) 
ther ro. draw others tothem, or to make others abun’|* 
dantiy bleffe God for them. Ss a | 

Now here I will fhew you the canfes of his.” 

1. Not gaining much in private duties, in Prayer, Me: | 
ditation, Reading, and daily Examination of a man’ 
ownheart: And hence they cannot do good, becault 
they receivenone, or very little themfelves; they have" 
_ nova treafare within, hence they can fpend little, ‘have i 
no heart or ability to-exhorr, inftruct, comfort :. He} 
that keeps not his fhop, his fhop will never keep him. A’ |)’ 
Pfal, 41. 6. His heart gathereth iniquity to it felf, when hi} 
goeth abroad, hetclethat. — f pase Tf 

2. Alow feirit, which makesa man to have low!) 
thoughts, and endeavours, f mean not an humble, buff 
a narrow fpirit, not inlarged to hold much, or to dc|7 
much, henceit doth litte. /As take aplain Countrey | 
man, he neither feeksor regards the affairesof tite Stat | ; 
in publick, becaule his{pirit and condition is low; bul 
Princes, do mind and, attend tothe affaires of the Ring |" 
dome, to advance it; becaufe. their condition is high? 
and they knowit. Moles, he fuffered reproach witht 
people of God, lofie of all the honour and pleafure of PA 
raohs «-ourt; feared not Pharaoh, nor: lotle of life’ fay’ 
their fakes: For, be faw that God whichas invifibles ohik} 
Saul, when once a Ringdome comes to bein his ¢ye, hi) 
leaves off to feek the Affes. ee 

3. Sloth. There are Thornes, Prov, ¥5. 19. and Lion;|® 
Prov. 26,43. inafluggards way: There be many diffica |” 
ties , bufineffes, occafions, and objections 5 when as |, 
once te. were refolved to break thorongh them, the 
the work would goon : Likea man, when he isin hi} 
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| warm bed, heis lothto rife ; bur when he is up, he 
would not be in his bed again, if he might be hired again 
/to put cff his clothes : I fhall get no good, faith one, 
nor do none, faith another ; and when thefe bufincfles 
| are paft, and occafions over 3 and at another time, I will 
feck God, and go about Gods work; and chus a flochfull 
fpirit hinders. ee 

4. Want, of Faith. 2 Cor. 4. 13. We believe, and 
hence we fpeak. Faith empties us moft, and hence fils 
us wich Spiritand Life of Chrift. Jefus ; hence Steven; 
full of faith, andthe holy Ghoft. A lively Chriftian, when 
Jie comesin another Chriflians company , it may be he 
knows not what to {peak ; but he looks up‘o Chrift, and 
fayes; Now Lord, here isan opportunity in doing or 
receiviag fome good; asd therefore now Lord help. 
| -§- Want of fear of God, and confolation of the fpirit 


Hof God , from the fenfe of Gods love. Ads 9, 31. They 
Wpealked in the fear of the Lord, and confolations of 


‘ 


the Holy Ghoft : the Church was, edified by the con- 


(molations of the Holy Ghoft, A man that’s wounded, 


keeps within, and flirs not 3 bur when heis in health 


6. Not, confidering the fbortneffe of onr time of fowings 


acckoning as yet. me 


| There are two caufes why they receive no good. 
1. From ameanefieem of the Saints; looking onrhem 


Bm men, and not as an Ordinance of Chrift 5 cheir 


erfons, prayers, and {peeches. And this is arule; 


Bien never gain any good by that Ordinance which they 


cfpite : ifall. were Scholars, Miniiters, or Saints glorie 


Med, they could thenctleemthem. Hence, Eph 4.16, 


difying 1s by love 5 Making increafe of the body, edify- 


| Zit felfin bee. 


2. From want of being poor in fpirit, andfenfible of 


Beir extreara need of Chnifl, continually inall means: 


pggers will pick up croms, and watch for a word of 
‘couragement. Jfa.11. 6. A little childe (hall lead 


Me Wolf and the Lions that 1s, when the. Lord 


th humbled the hearrofa man. Oh, whena Chriftian 
| , E 3 thinks 


— AwholefomeCaveat. — : 
’ thinks none fo poor and fhallow, and heartleffe as I, and)|p 
every one is betrer than I, however I need more than a-) 
ny : Thisfoul will be glad to fuck che breft; and thes) 
Lord will fill others withlight and life, and his own , 
bowels, to dofuch a one good. Whereas, elfethey are) 
fhucup, and they find no good conveyed to them by any)}j 
ofthe Ordinances of the Lord, nor any prefence of Godj} 
inthem. aN | 
"3. There isa Minifteriall power, committed fron | 
Chrift by the Ghurch co the ruling Officers thereot. fay Jy 
by the Ghurch j forall power in the Ch urch, is properh, 
Chrifts, yet he nextly communicares it ordinarily to hid 
Church, or multitude of Beleevers, to whom is commit \, 
ted che {upreme power ofthe Keyes im his word, aidail}, 
binding and loofing, as hath been thewen; and by thi}j, 
Charch, this power hath been by Chrifts appctacment,, 
and ftillis, to be. communicated to thofe tharare chofer), 
out of themfelves, to-be Officers and Rulers.over them Uh 
the Lord, to exerciferhe power of Chriftover them ac) 
cording to his will. Hence the very power of ‘bindiN jp 
and loofing,opening and (hurting, given to the Church, 4, 
alfo given to Peter and the reft of the Apofiles, and thi, 
fucceffors of Chrifts Apoftles ia Do&rine, fent of Chrifi}, 
Jobn 20. 23. Whofrevers fins ye remit, they are remitted), 
dc. Becaufe, though the power of Communication (jj 
‘tis inthe Churches hand, yer the power. of ufuall ad}, 
minifirarion of it isin their hand 4 whiles they exercile,|, 
according to Chrift, yet by the Church. And henc | 
Paul purs.a difference between this extraordinary Min, 
fiery, as Apefilefhip, and ordinary. Gal. 1. 1. An Apoft i 
not of men, not by the wiilof men, but by Chrift 5 forth), 
Church, not by it: Now this | fay, is by the Chure}; 
from Chiift. Hence, Adfs 20.28. The holy Ghojt hat}, 
made them overfeers ;fo that ’tisno invention of man, |, 
adof man, or the power of man ; but of Chrift, an}, 
hence refufe tobe under this power; men caft off |, 
yoke and power of hrift Jefus. ae |r 
~ For. chough the. eflate of the Church be Democratica), 
and Popular; and hence no publick adminiftrations |; 
Ordinancesare tobe adminiftrated publickly , witha); 
norice and confent of the Church; Yer rhe governmel|, 
of it under Chrift, the Mediator and Monarch of hy] 
Church 5 tis Ariftocraticall, and by fome chief, gifted), 
Chiift, chofen by che people to rale them. inthe name |. 
7 <Ghii | 
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| for atime of Liberty. 


Chritt who are unable, and unfit to be all Rulers them- 
felves; and to caft off rhefe, or norto_be ruled by thefe ; 
to caft off Chrift. Lube to. 16. He that rejedeth you, re- 
jecleth me. Numb. 16. 3. You ave gathered together againft 
‘the Lord} The Lord accounts himfelfoppofed and refi- 
fied, when the Officers of his Church are flighted, and 
their government defpifed. | 
Queft. What is this power? Oueft, 
| ae 1. Negatively : 1. Irisnot any Lordly pompons fp woe 
| power, to bear che bell of great fmoakie ticles, to govern 
ll in wofldly pomp; or by. worldly rewards, and civill 
Wpeunifhments. 2 Cor. 10.4. The weapons of our warfare 
are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling down of 
Taftrong holds. It fhallnat be fow th gan faith Chrift 5 but as 
ai have been withour ali worldly fiate, fo muft you ‘be one 
to another. Andshence, 1 Petes 5. @. Not being Lords over 
Gods heritage : Chitit never gave his Minifters power of 
opening and fhutting ths doors of New-gare, and Bonners 
Bole: houfe if they would not fubfcribe, or co confure 
@mers Opinions with their, own lawes, and bind conici- 
i ences with chaines of fron, or ro promote his feryants by 
i Reena livings. Chrift himfelf refuied to be a Judge in 
fcivill cauies 5 hence fome of our Divines, when the) 
| Qwouldgrant that Peter was Chrifistucceffor, and the Bi- 
! ee of Rome Peters and Chrifts Vicar; yet as Chrift being 
if nearth, exercifed no civill power, fo much lefs may 
if js 
My 2. 'Tisnor any Antichriftian tlimated power, viz. to 
| ave power over many Churclies (for thats the main {pi- 
Mpitual Antichriftian externall power) and. the Minilters 
mhereof; for weread in Scriprureot many Elders and 
i Weithops inthe fame Church, Ads 20.28. butnever of 
Many one ordinary Minifter,or Officer over manyChurches; 
) either to govern, or ro baptize, as the pier the ve would 
| among them, as many godly plead for now inthe mifty 
WW onfution of England. And look as we cry out of one 
[Minifter non-refident, that fliall have fix or ten livings, 
if Phough he give never fo good afligend 5 nor only becaufe 
if his pride and covetoutnelle, but becaufe of his nncon- 
| fcionsblenctc &c.So here much more ofone man Over- 
iicer over many congregations,it maybean hundred atleaft 
} i | 3. ’Tis norany Magifterial power, Diotrephes-like 36)- 
| Wes: to.do what they. will, Mat..23.8.. aad their wills to 
Petheir laws No, Matth- ,.28. 20, Te i all that I com- 
Eq mand 
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mand you: eir perfons are under the ‘ 
“cenfure of the Ghurch , in cafe of marlifeft offence andi? 
fcandail by the mouthes of two or three witnefies whe! 
being Members of the whole Church, and wider init 
and being finfiill Members 3 may, ifthe cafe need it, beif! 
proceeded agai-ft by the whole. Neither have they any 
power to act any publick Ordinance which concerns the}! 
whole Ghnrch, ard where ’tis bound by Chrift ro judgeilf! 
without the privity and confent of the Church, as cof! 
elect Officers, admit Members, caft out offenders in the h 
Veittry without the knowledge of the Church, one off 
the biaines of the reformed Chorches, which the Apo‘ 
(les with their extraordinary power never did themifi 
felves, much letie fhould thefe. 1 Cor. 5. 20 A 
. They have no immediate power of ru'e imme'yi 
diately given by Chri?, over any one particular Charchifj 
but mediate, by that Church where they are 5 their gift |: 
of reaching and ruling are immediately from Chrifts} 
but their aftuall power roexercife st over this or thao 
particular Congregation, is by that Church only. Hence 
Deacons that were only'to take eare for the outwarett 
eftate ofthe Church, Aé# 6. 3, 4. they were ordainees 
by lifting up their hands. —T hisis Apoftolicall powemp 
and an intrufion, and cuts afunder the force of che arga'fk 
ment of Mafter Ball his Book of power for Presbyceltl 
ae dai, : tt 
2. Whatistheir power affirmatively ? a 
Anfw. 1. They have a power given them of ruling} 
and governing from Chrift by the people 5 hence thei 
are called Rulers, and fuch as rule, and are over Goal 
‘Church; hence they have firid charge and commanntr 
feom the Lord to doir. Hence Pau! at Ephofus, W her 
‘he was with them three years, yet had Rulers there) 
‘and vert. 28. Feed Gods ftock bougit by bloud 5 ove | 
which, normen, but the holy Ghoft hath made you “On 
gerfeers; Chrifts Church being like fheep, apt to fray 
‘ang. erifh, unteffe thefe “warch againft wolvesthy 
and thefe the Apoftle ar his laft-parting lefe ; henek 
‘alfo, they are to give an-account of it at the lati day 
Heb: 13.  Heace thefe caft off the Lords govern) 
ment over them, who will haveno Rulers or Gover 
nours in Churches, who fhall either {peak it or think ink 
ucleave all’to themfelves and their liberty 3 to teach 
_ baptize, to order ‘things in Church.; and fo by thi; 
: ‘mear| 


|. for. atimeof Liberty. ~~ 
Ineans they are not onlyffingle Members or Officers 5 
hut Paftor, and Teacher, and Elder and all. This 
beneration of men, fons of Korah; are rifén up in 
hefe. latcer times 5 efpecially amongft Anabaptifts, Fa- 
milifts, and rigid Separatifis, and who are privily crept 
ito. |= New- England Churches 3. Whofe condemnation’ 
bes not, Satan carrying themto extreams, and pride 
sting them up above themfelves, above Men, a- 

ove Officers, above Ordinances, and above God. 
| a look as Common-wealrhs are under greateft bon- 
dwlage, wherethere isan Anarchy, where every one muft 
ea flave, becaufe every one muft be a Mafter; So in the 
churches > no greater bondage can come thanthis, the 
foundation of all confufton, and the fcandall of the - 
i wayes of God which through mercy his people here. 
i 


ryjoy. . 
i yg This power is more than any one private Mem- 
iWper hath in the Church, who is not an Officer 3 Ic 
tvould be a moft fimple ridiculous thing , if there 
f| fhould be EleGion, Ordination, many Prayers, much 
Wariall of men; for to rule, atid guide, and govern, 
| eparation fromthe reft, and yet notto have any more 
uibower than one private. Member. Hence the Apo- 
bile fayes, Submit to them that are over you, 1 Thef- 
elfalonians g. 12. and Hebrews 13. 19. Obey: them that 
ruide you’, or rule over you.’ Hence thofe that do ac- 
snowledge Govyernours in the Church: for names fake, 
wut they. are fuch as have no more power than a 
al tives Brother 5 they do bur aliow the name, but deny 
iW ne thing: Hence faythey, they areto watchs fo are 
adppcivate Members: they are to admonifh ; fo is every pri- 
a ae Member: they are to rule; the word fignifies to 
tpeuide and go before another. 
il / Anfw. 1. The word to rule, 3 Thef. 5.12. isthe fame Anfw. 1. 
Miword withi Tim. 3. 4,5. He thatruleshis own houfe, . 
which is a lictle more than they that are. befides him in 
‘he Family thongh this be not fuch a paternal power, 
Wiver it is fomewhat-more than that of private Mem- 
h| bers. And that Heb. 13.17. is a word which is the 
atame with ‘that in Matsh. 2.:6..Governour, particular- 
A | 'y fpoken of Chrifts government, to feed orherwife than 
ilprivate Members. - L Aaht cud 
il Anlw. 2. ’Tis true, they are to watch and admo-: Anfy. 2. 
Withoin: way of Chriftian dary; bur others in way of 
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: — Awholefome Caveat — 
- Ghrifts authority, as being his Ambafladors, and fent'c 
him ; as in a family, one fervant fhould watch over anc'f 
ther 5 buc the chief Sceward, he is to do ic wich auchorit'} 
in the abfence of his Lord. And hence doth ic with mor | 
majefty and power, and it takes, or fhould cake deepe 
— impreffion ; foirisinEldersof aGhurche 
Hence alfo, when men fhall cry fer liberty tofpeak, af 
Elder forbids its What, may nor the Church have liber‘ 
ry? crue, but you arenota Church. An tlder te: | | 
and they will reprove again; What, fhall not che Churet'? 
have liberry? An Elder gives reafons ftrong, and unan'} 
- fwerable for fome thing to be done; a young fellow fhal} 
ftep up, and fay, without ground, or fhew of ir, that'll! 
your light, and mire is otherwife: What, may nor th’! 
Charch have liberty? Yes, but you are nor the Church't! 
_ thisis very fad, and hath been a rodt of greateft {candal | 
that ever Gods wayes had. ff Elders fin openly, ’tis a’! 
nother cafe, and fomewhat alfo is there tobe done 5 Sb! 
mit your felves one to another, much more to an E}}! 
der, &c. > P mab 
3. Inthe execution of their office according to Chriflf 
they are éver the whole Church. Their perions indee’'|' 
ase under them, in cafe they fin, and fin in the execntior|! 
of their office, they are to be fubje& , not only to ch! 
whole, but tothe laft Member of the Church: Suppof! 
the fin be not only fufpeéted, or reported, or apprehem 
ded by one, but two or three witneffles at leaft, as 1 Tim | 
5. 19. but whilesthey execure it according to Chrift,the'} 
are therein above the Church, and ’tis bound to be fab}! 
ject therein 5 and not to befubjed,is to refufe tobe under 
Chrifis government. Hence, Heb. 13. Obey them tha | 
rule you he {peaks tothe whole Church, which was noi? 
in evill, but in good things according to God ; and yetit') 
evill chings , look on them as thofe over them. Exempl' 
gratia, A Minifter in the execution .of his office, let hin} 
preach Chrifts eternall trath; deliver it and. prove it)| 
Whareverhumane weakneflesthere be in him, whaces} 
ver darknefle there is in others, yet he is cherein above | 
Churches, Kings or Angels ; and they fhall anfwer it att 
the great-day, that do norfubmit. “In regard of my pers 
fon faid Luther, Vie fall down before any, burt in regard’ 
ofthe truth I adminifter, I look on the Kings of the} 
earth as nits; nay duft, &e. ad RegemAngl, » iY 
Soin the power of the Keys in opening and fhutting ont | 
Members5 
|] 


| foratimeof Liberty, 
Viembers 3 they have tried and proved fuch a one; if they 
ja, as they may, then give chem reafons ; but if nor, they 
wre bound tofubmit. And that notas unto other Chrifti- 
dgias, but as unto an Ordinance, flampe with an authority 
df God upon them 5 indeed they are not todo any fuch 
Wpking wichoutthe prefence, confent, and judiciary power 
atthe Church; and che Church may not fubmit to what 
da-iders propofe to be Chrifts mind 5 bur chen they caft ¢ff 
tne Lords power, which chey are to anfwer for another 
May. 1 Cor.12. 28. they are called Governours. Now 
jsaRuler ofa Ship is to order it, though a King be in 
ile, over himin that refpe&, and the King is to be guided 
: 4 him, whiles he guidesit right; butifnot, the King 
yapath _power over him, to command others to take the 
i@place, or caft him over board. ae 
wig = Tis true, they arebut fervanes‘to the Church, be- 
jgeaute they are by the Church, for the Church, and to 
isbelp the Church, 2 Cor. 1. 24. and are fabje& to themif 
: 


hey fin; but yet they are fervants unto Chrift, and in 
exercifing bis power according to him,above the Churck. 
ime. Cor. 44.5. We preach Chrift, and our felves your fervants 
tf pr Chrift; yet therein above them: Hence bemg their 
mgccrvants; if they fin, they are under the cenfure of the 
WgChurch, andthe Church may caft chem by. Sobeing 
waChrifts fervants; if not fubmitted to, the Lord doth ac- 
qmcount himfelf caft off. 

alg 9%. Becaule their power thus rightly executed, is the 
empower of Chriit Jefus: Hence refafeit, you refute ro be 
hlabjedt to him; If men wil nor be ruled by Gods Ordinan- 
aigces, but will ruleOrdinances,they go about t) tule Chrift. 
| 2. Beeaufe, if there fhall be no fubjeCion here, ’tis 
pprofeft licentioufheffe, and nor liberty in Churches; You 
Fil have liberty, but what liberty ? tobe fubje& ro Chrifts 
aiapower inpurediberty , and thatin his fervants. Now 
idgwhen men will not, apd fhall refufe,wichour fhewing rea- 
wafon, or convicting Elders of {fin 3 thisis to .caft off the 
Government of Chrift. . 

| 3. Elders are helpers of people, and there is no peo- 
ple bur will ftand in need of fuch:he lps, if humble, and a- 
alqble to-difcern, toattendthe publick good, to teach and 
convince, &c. Hence, when there isno fin appearing in 
dgche execution of their office, they fhould with a holy fear 
fubmit; and fay, If ye be faichfull watchmen, what amt 
thacI fhould be unfatisfied?. my ignorance may miflead 
others, &¢. 4. They 
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Aga reaoe ney have power. to over-fee, when they {| 
-caufe, Ads 20. 28. and to fee into, and enquire in} 

tothe eflace of the flock of God, to know their (piritc] 

all condition , fo far as is fit co be known, that fo the | 
may be comforted in the work of Chrift; though ther! 
be no fin break out, norcthey come to them: 1 Thefz\) 
5,6. The Apofile enquired into their: faich, charity 
and prayer , verf.7.-and hence was comforted, &¢l! 
And this Paw! doth nor.as an extraordinary man, bp}! 
leaves hisexample asa prefident tothe Elders of Ephet! 
fus; to go from houfe to houfe, and enquire, to teac}! 
andexhort, Aédfs 20. for Elders are to prevent fcandal| 
as well as toremove them, left when they come the}, 
fay, Oh that 1 had known this. before, efpecially wher | 
they feeneed. Now hence itis that. men. caft off ch;}, 
government of Chrift, when they. will not have thei, 
{pirituall condition fearched into, the Elders foot is nov} 
coo great for his fhoe, Lamto give an account to God.|, 
fo are they alfo of thee; now thou canft not give ir i|\ 
thou fenquireft. not. how thy. condition ftands, neithe,}, 
can they with comfort. unleffe thou telleft chem how ij, 
{tands with thee. Tis tue there are many fecre 
things chey can never find out yet they are to attend thei | 
cuy. A y a | 
ate Minifters charge is to caft the feed, the Elder't' 
duty is to enquire after the fruit inthe husbandry 0} 
Chrift 5 itisa fad condition when aman hath fuch al 
wound that he willynot go to the Lord for help./ 


becaufe hee loves it 5.and will not have man_ tc!’ 
know it, becauffice is afhamed of ic 5. But you thal! 
know it, at the Jaft day chat the Lord. would have 
healed you, and you would nor, but can quarrell'| 
and fnap ac the Elders when they. come to enquire], 
of your condition? and why do ye inquire 5, youtake toa | 
much on you. te gl 

s. They have powerto guide, and counfell, and] 
warn the Church, at leaft in all weighty affaires} 
which may concern. them.and their common gocd ;(}) 
hence. they are called guides and leaders to the peo-| 
ple, Heb. 13. 17--Mal. 2. 7. 1 do not mean in all' 
perfonall things. Adts 20. 31.1 warned you of wolves, &c. | 
Hence te ie Mon pes eth i] 
1. For members in matters of great. and weighty, | 
affaires which concern the good of the whole Church, | 


1 


for a time of Liberty. 

yall Churches, never to enquire at Abel is cafting off 
e Lord, asin election of Offices in Church, and Ma-- 
ftrates in the Common- wealth, &c. yp 


9. Hence to receive any opinion different from all the 
Siidersin the Church, and never {o much as fpeak, much 
HF fle come to a fad debate about it, is to caft off this yoke, 
Wad contrary to covenant, and Elders would never have 
andertook the care of the Chureh without it; and itfads 
Wmpeir hearts that they do their work feebly. 


i 3. Hence to propofe a doubrfull queflion to the 
Mhurch, which may trouble, or brmg an offenders 
i, to the Church withour counfell of the Elders, 
lho may encourage them if of God, and ripen it for. 
}¢ Church, or difcourage itifnotofGod. Chrift when 
Mie writes to the Churches, he -fuperfcribes “his Epi- 
ies to ché Angels; and if one man may propofe a doube- 
(Mil opinion, another may, and a third, and one may 
Wie wich another, and fo much confufion will fol- 
, ; re 

3 4. Hence when men fhall not take warning of evils 
| } come upon evident grounds, it’s cafling off the'Lords 
| 
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Ibke 5 and when they come on thee, thou maycft 
My it is becaufe I have refufed co hearken to my 
| archers , they warned me of this, and irmay be you 
ill find elfe fuch evils which the Seripture notes, ac- 
ding to the word of the Lord by his fervant Elitha, fo will 
f Lord make good che words and threatnings of his 
iehfullfervants. ; ; 

3: They have power of publick reproof of any 
ember of the Church, in cafe of plain, open and 
“Wsblick offences 5 others’ without leave cannot, nor 
“eghe not, alchongh others may cell chem. Reproois 
Ne pare of che power peculiar to the governours 
“a any fociety, where governours are prefent efpecial- 
vif ,andat hand 5 asnow ina Family, no wife man will 
“ia fer brawles amongft his children or fervants, bur fayes 
ey tell me x Tim. §. 20. Nowthis is fad when a man 
inot forbear reproof of others, nor hear. reproofs 
I Elders, bucturns again, and will be judge in his own 
lhufe though never fo groffe, afign of an extream . fro- 
Ward high fpirit, Aofea 4.4. which-makes the 
Word torake away Elders as’ foon as any fin is com- 
itted, and ftop their months. Exod..2. Who made thee 
t il a 
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a Judge, Gc. And when afflictions come, and you thf 


enquire, what isthe caufe ofit? you may be fure this | 
one, even by the confeifion of the blindeft deboift om 
Prov. 5.12. How have I hated Inftructon, and not obey 
the voice of my teachers? a ee en! 
6. They are to feed with power, as the word repr 
gesy fipnifiech, every one in their places, publickly inftrr | 
&ing,exhorting, comforting, and privately alfo; w nie | 
though private men may do, yet here 1s the ftamp of ai 
thority alfo, and fo the more power the more bleffing: | 
fually, ifGod be acknowledged therein. Aé#s 20. 2) 
Hence, y | ae | 
1. When men defpife their food; they are poor thin, 
they fpeak, and they can feeno matter in them 5 and th | 
after ftudy, prayers and tears, &c. and’ fo caft it by | 
this is to caft off che Lord. ii aie i 
2. When men grow glutted and full, Mfal.1. ult. aT 
though they eatnora bir, and hence thrivenot, but 
fpiric of lumber andadeep fleep grows onithem, ch | 
they cannot be awakened by all the Ordinances of Ga'} 
Thefe things call for chains. Amos 8. 12. When w) 
thefe Sabbaths be ended? for which the Lord threatens | 
famin, and then you fhall know the worth of them in tf] 
want of them. . q| 
Thefe things Ifpeak. 1. Becaufe | fee the Apoftle | 
many of his. Epiftles layes this charge onthe people. He} 
13-7, £7. tis twice repeated. 1. Left Officers t : 
fadded.in their work that’s heavy. 2. Left ir be unprot | 
table for you; you think to get this and that good by i] 
but ir will be norhing in the conclufion. — 4) 
2. Becaufe we lie under {lander of many, and th] 
godly, as if Elders in Churches were but only Cj 
phers. : ant 
3- Becaufe people begin to run to extreames, Elde| 
bg all tothemfelves, and people taking all for ther] 
elves. nip yp isi % Pe 
4. Becaufe ifhere be not atrendance you quickly. fi, 
the miferable ruine and fall of Churches, more fadthe 
the burning of Solomons Temple. *Tis objerved of Fer, 
boam, when he was facrificing he had no leprofie, b, 
wheu he ftretched out his hand againft the Prophet, 
was withered 5 for rhe Lord will not bear here, they mi. 
be depifed, and you may think your felves Kings withoi| 
them,1 Cor. 4. 8. and they will fay fo, they may cule 
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| for atime of Liberty. ae 
dihey will; but you will do as you lift. But the Lord will 
| e provoked forthis, all Satans fubtiley lies here; dil- 

ace the Elder fayes one, divide them fayes another, 
| nll thom down fayes the third, that there may be no 
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ipht in our owneyes. - 
3. Try when the exrernall, Kingdome of Chrift ina 


| 
(i 


i jommon-wealth is caft offs for when any Common- 
Wealth is ordered according to the facred will of Chritt, 


iy 
‘| a 


fonds of Chrift by their rule and power, ’tis then be- 


| bme the Kingdome of Chrift Jefus. ‘ And hente, Revel. 
i} 3s. when the feventh trumpet is blown, and che 


jie power of Chrift in the fame, then it’s faid, The King- 
of Chrift 5 i's 


why | 


| 


| 
ih 
an 


to provoke the Lord to put us under bondage, 
Sus When is Chrifis Power and Kingdome caft off 
tre? . 

|Anfw.- There is a double. Power in the Kingdoms 
the world, whichI fuppofe, whea they becom\, 
prifts Kingdoms , they will rerain. ” 


) 
hii>wns, for the well ordering of them. The gtound of 
Wiis is, that naturall neceffiry which Jethro propounded 


Wire'to be alone, but thou wilt both wear out thy felf, and thy 
Miele. Publick authoricy muft have many eyes, and 
| gate : many 


(63° 
Jing in Ifrael,no nor in Sion, that we may do whatis. 


My fach perfons efpecially. whole aim is to advance the © 


Hpetiour power, ferover particular Perfons, Cities, and 
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many hands 3 and like a River that is to:water a Countre 
“it mufthave many ftreams:' And hence they had inti 
Common-wealth of I/rael, which was for God, in eve 
City Judges, and in Towns, fuch as were over fifties avi 
tens, Exod. 18. 25. whichit feemes continued long, ‘ti! 
all fit men for government were taken away5 and th: } 
pay aa 


a 
~ 


" Ifaiah 3. 3. their condition is lamented. «> » 
"Now the form of this government is not in all Comm i 
wealths alike, the Lord nor bindmg to any 5 and hens 
called ‘dvOyamin x]iots, an ordinance of men. Hence! 
isafoolifh vanity to ask a warrant in Scripture for fuch# 
form ef Government; for humane wifdome may tea‘fi 
this, though nor in Church-government. Yet this ts 
preme and inferiour Government hath been in all Kin} 
domes, 1 Pet. 2. 13,14.to both which fubje@ion is rif 
quired; to refufe to give it, isto caft offthe Lords Git 
‘yernment; and there are couched four reafons in th} 

place to provethis. — Me 5 ah Ve es ui 

1. Doit for the Lords fake, for the name of Chritt 5 a'}! 
that honour and maiefty of Chrift ftamped on them, fin|t 
mit; hencecaftchem off, you cafi by refpe& unto 5 nett 
the name of Chrift Jefus- av SRY ‘alt 
2. Becaufe they are in the room of ché Lord, to do ti} 

“work ofthe Lord; In punifbing evil: doevs,and for the prath 
of them that/do well. It’s true, they may abufe chit 
power otherwife; but yer their power is one thing, ai 
their abufe of iranother. Pony eat iL 
~ 3. Becaufe, this is the willof Chrift, and you do welli|; 
its and fo you (hall ftop the mouthes of foolifhmen, apt il 

Speak againft you for fin. Mi 

4. Becaule, this is the liberty of Chrift, verf. 6. andy} 
are fervants to Chrift init; and to do otherwite is Hicea } 
oufneffe; and heir liberty to exempt themfelves from t |! 

“power of lawfull authority, was but a cloak of it. Et 

fo itfeems in thofe dayes, fome held ic part of the} 

Chriftian liberty to be free from all bonds 5 and faid, tht 

Chrift “had made them’ Kings on Earth, &e. So thar) 

they did caft off fubjection, they did caft of the name} 

-Chrift, power of Chrift, will of Chrift, liberry.of Chr} 

Jefus. “Even under heathen Magiftrates 3 what then)! 

they that caftit off under others? ae | 

Queft. 2. Whenis Chrifts Government caft off int} 
fpect of the fapreme power ? ee we mt 
Anfw. Thofe that know the queftions about cl} 
| | pow 


~~ 


” fora simwofttiberly. in eget 


i ower of Princes and people, efpecially tevivedt in thefe- 
yet ft dayes 3 cannot buc know the field is large, where 
pow Lam, ‘4 fhall be wholly: filent 3 unleffe bfaw grearer 
h ule of {peaking than I do, and only point ourtwo or 
hree particulars ro prevent fuch fins as {rand next co the 
' loor5 to. break in upon this power-- 
{J 1. When then caft off fecretly dread,and fear; and reve- 
ce of the Majefty, Dominion and Sovereignty that God 
+ mps iipon authority 5 aid fo come ro have low, mean 
ch houghes ofthem, and contempt of them. it’s trae, none 
fi pout be ele&ted, but fuchi'as men can honour for fome 
ug@minency OF other, and that ofGod, feen in them. Able 
sien fearing God, chief amongft the peoples 5 was the comn- 
iif of God by “Ferbrd and Mofess buc when they be E- 
si ted, now to defpife them, and hence not to bow 
Gi € knee, or ftir the hac,and fpeak rudely before 
ti pem 5 it’s cafting off, not only their power “in fight of 
lod }-buc the very roor of it, whichis honour :And hence 
bias fifth Commandment, all duties tothem are come 
ii rehended under che word Honour.. And.who fees not 
pe this is afin, which is apt to attead the fpirits of men 
I aplace of liberty, and in otr weak beginnings, and. 
oly of fall things? Reports are abroad, that nomen of 
i orth aré refpeted , ard hence the Countrey is neg- 
th ted. cannot fay to after many thoughts; for lam 
fl ig (waded no place in Europe more ready to honour men 
| publick fpitits; and/of eminenty in piety; and humili- 
li 5 Without the feeing of which, no Countrey more apt 
if vilifie'; beeaufe grace is the glory in che eye ofa 
pantrey led by Religion : Bue take heed, lett fucha 
ritbe/all us; left che Lord putt out our Lamps, dnd cajt 
r Crown dowh te the ground. 
. When men feek to pluck the fword of reven ge for fin 
rting che Commonwealth, out of rheir hands 5 with- 
i t whieh, the greateft power in a’ Common-wealth, is 
‘ a pageant, anda meer vanity, almoftanullity. Bence, 
M4 mn. 13.4. He 1s Gods Minifter 5 yes; when he gives 
af pd counfell ;-and when he is a revenger 5 to execute 
et on himthat dothevill: Sorhat be the evill what 
sf itibe, ifichure che Commion-wealth, or be againft 
Wp wholefome Law chereof;’ heis Gods Minitter to pa- 
wae itcivilly. ‘In che firft Reformation Of Geneud, there 
| re as many herefies and errours almoft as truths 
| fiod 9 Servetus, he deniyed the tg of Chrift ;where- 
aa F - vpon 


Obie. 
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upon the Magiftrate ie 
--extream horror 5 Whereupon, herefies being beg 
_ be faibb’d aud blafted,, Bellius wries a Book = 


their power fhould be diminifhed. 
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‘Magiftraceyput him todeath, who dyed wit 


men fhould ponifh no herefieat all 5 Tobe Fiat 
meek, as Ghrift was to the; adulterous, Woman. 2+ ‘|} 
they did; yer that Magiitrates they fhould nor punifh fi} 
errors orherefies.. 3-Lfthey did, yet not. with fuch! 
verity as chey begun... To,.all which, Beza hath. giver 
moft learned and folid anfwer,; detefting, che hypocrit}) 
of rhe man, andthe fad confequences of fuch opinionss,}j 
Hypo ek Se 
I conceive, ’tis cafting off Chrifts power,, to takeaw: 
“power frem Mag ‘tirates to punifh fms. againft the firft 
ble, of which errors and hereft-s in Religion are part-hhy, 
as clearasthe Sun, thatthe Kings of Judah that wei 
g: dly did: it, and were. commended torvic.; and "cS ji 
ciear, they: were commended. for it 5. not as, types 4} 
‘Chrifl, bue becaufe they: did therein that. which wy) 
riphtin Geds cyes, andaccordmg tothe commandme)}; 
ofthe Lords; Which judicialL commandments, concen 


-jne-the pounifhing of Sabbath-breakers, falfe, Prophe)) 


Bereticksy&e. Gods fence to preferveanorall Jawe,}; 
they are of morall equitys and fo to be obferved to th}, 
day of Chriflian Magiiraies, &c. To exempr Clerg)|, 
micn in matters of Religion from the power.of the ci¥,4; 
{words isflat Popery 5 by ni¢ans of which Antichrift ha }, 
rifem, and hath continued in, his pomp. and power fo lot}, 


togethers The indulgence.of. Princes, towards, che Pap); 


fon&ion in matters of Religion, hath undone Chiifte), 
dame! tial’: ey een ee ft 
ris trues every errors motto be, immediately. cor) 
mitted, but when ’tis likea gangrene, ofa fpreading n) 
ture, then the Magifirate.in due time mouft cut it off (pe) 
' Objeds Leave them tothe Church. 9 = 98 5 
Anfw. True, leave them 4. there. But 2,, Someti 
the Church will not, fometimes they. are not of ai} 
Church. A Papift, an. Arminian may.come in and I¢) 
ven and damne many afoul, for which :they had bert}, 
never been; [fit were-buc-one, and if. hefayess 1 do} 
with ameek fpirit, (their. trick of late.) and none mM) 
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meddle, becauie mereymuft be thewen to cheis wolve | 


A wife fhepherd had. cacher let a hupcer come inand B} 
one of his fheep,than let a Wolf or box cicape, Adis 203) 
atts?) Mi a | 
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Bence in Henry the Btbtime, the Abbies fell, aod never 
rould rile to this day > bur the fix’ Articles agaimit che 
Baints parfued with blocd’,:made them increafe the 
A 3. When men will not fabmirto the wholefome Laws 
Wf Magiftrates 5 which are either fundameutall, andicoa- 
Minuing 3 Or Orders’ that have their dace and time of ex- 
Mbiring, made'for common good.) When men will e1- 
Her havens lawss” or as good asnone, or (abmitro none 
hut what chey pleafe, Deutorg.v1s He that will not 
iW carken, but do prefumptusufly, fhalldye « He being. the 
aMinifter of the Lord 5 and indeed itis to caft off the Lotds 
if gonot about here to eftablith a fovercign power ia Mas 
Wp iftrares, which-is proper to God, >to make what lawes 
Whey will, abour civil, Religious, or indifferent things, 
ME gd then people to fubmit tothem for no ocher reafon, 
i at becanfe of their will; under which notion, faperftifi- 
Aia Churches hath been nfhered and. maintained, you 
nett obey authority: ino that cafe, ics better to fuffer 
iano fin, and not todo, than do. Bur lfuppole the 
Mawes jult, righteous, holy, and ‘for publick good, and 
A at apparently fo, and nor in faying fo only + Nowhere, 
‘igo caft off lawes, is to cast off Chrift. 


| 
{ 


if 
VG 


a | 


WM There are two things efpedially, which are the caule 
id occafion of the breach of all other lawes 3 and the 
Me rongeit fms and fweereft, which mem, young men efpeci- 
ily, che hopes of che Commonwealth,’ are catche wich, 
Wg rou. 2. 33,19. 3 gt vy 
ig x. Whoredome, fecret luftsand v aitonneffe; and o- 
if her ‘ftrange lufis which 1 ceafe aud dare not name, 
WE Kings 14.24. The fia before Shifbab came,a fin which 
any times Sdlomon cannot fee thorow his window , nor 
ty he eye of authority diem 5: but God wili judge for it, 
aye). 13-5. aad if he be judge, whovthall be chy jailor, 
Wait Satan ? and whac fhall bechy fenteace, but death? 
Mod whatthy chaines, but a hard -heare for the prefen 

| ye! y brit fc prefenc, 
Wied horrour attcrward?-A fin which ‘pollutes: the very 
| | RE garth, 
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), the land, ground; and 
_ caufe of all fin almoft ina place, ag onkenneffle,id | 
‘corrupt ofinions, icoffmg at the Minifters of God, ano} 
wayes of God: For I feldom knew | a. perfecutorifi 
buche was anadulterer, rhovughit’s not alwayes true jp 
and inthe end, poverty andrvine. And know it,chought 
no mans eye has feen thee, no power of Magifirate | 
reach thee ; this word fhall be fire t6 confume thee , unfi 
Jefiethou repent : forithy looks, thy lufts, chy dalliani} 
ces, thy thoughts, thy fpeeches, thy endeavours this way;|i 
much more forthe thing. Mans law fhall, not bind yon) 
here, becaufe it cannot reach you; but know, tha), 
Chriftis caft offby yours 4. N: ci 
~ a2vLoofe company,vain men, Prov.25, 3,.4.A Common 
wealth isa refined. veffeli of ule for God, and judgemeny 
is ‘efiablifhed; when thefe are taken away, your knors ih, 
loofe company. Take a poor Souldier aione,he ts as other 
men‘, brit whenthey are got into a knot together 5 nowf; 
ghey grow ftrong againft all Laws of Godormen. Sip 
here, the knot of good fellowfhip hath been the bane Gj¢ 
the flourishing Stareiof England, mecting in Lavernes ami 
_foch places} and rhe caufe of whoredome, and of all evil} 
commonly is a Nation. For hence; +. A¢uch precion,|; 
“time is loft; which if fpentin praying, asin {porting witht 
them, many a yong mans foul had been blefled ; Hencé,; 
f'merimes dicing. featling, exceffive drinking, merhy 
tiles, witich take off all {pintual joy : Hence filthy fongs 
a id lalciviousfpeeches; by which hopefull young men af, 
i frared, and taught todo wickedly, and fo knit torheny, 
taatir’sdearh co part with chem, and ics better to burmyy 
whole Town, than to poyfon one hopefull young man. 4}, 
Next to communicn with wanton women, I hav} 
ever looked on unnecetfary fellowfhip.with gracele, 
men,’as che next: Well, know it,you caft offcthe Lore), 
g wvernment from you by his fervants,which will be fad ty 
aufwer for another day-- And as the Prophet faid ro Al 
hofaphat, Shoulceft thou love them thatihate the Lord 2 hj 
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wrath 1s againft thee far this s So fay I to thee. oh 
Queft. 3. Inferiour power, when is. that caft off, uti} 
‘in particular Citics or Townes by meaner perfons? 4} 


Anfw. 1 hall expreffe it in three things chiefly. 4}, 


y, When Souldiers in particular Towns,caft off refpeé, 

- oy he % ~ i 2 
carc,con{cience tothe commands oftheir leaders fet ove; 
them of Ged, and who-under God are the walls of out 
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Ma hey do, where is their tendernefle to withdraw their 
ii@houlders ftom under the work? which if there be bue 
MEnglifh blood th a Chriftiany he will endeavour to be 
bre in his Art herein: bur if grace, much more, thae 
Mhe may make one ftone in the wall, and be fit to fhed his 
i lood, ifneed be, for the defence of Chrifis fervants, 
WaChurches, and caufe of God. 
ill 2, When any Town doth caft off che power and rule of 
frownfmen, fer by the fupreme Magittrate to make fuch 
ay oom as may make for the publick weal thereof. { know 
ometimes men may notbe fo able, wile, and carry mat- 
a ers impradently : Town-orders may alfo fometimes wane 
i@hat weight, that wifdome, thofe cautions, that mature 
a onfideracion as is meet, asalfo thac due & prudent publi- 
if ation, chat all may know of them, with records ot them. 
| buttake Town-orders that be deliberatly made,pradent- 
May publifhed, for the publick peace, profit, comfort of the 
ilace, to oppofe thefe, or perfons thac make thefe, with 
iilfnuch care, fear, tenderneffe 5 If 1 know any thing, is a fin 
iH facrying nature, provoking God, and cafting off his go- 
idernment. Iconfeffe, if there be not care here 5 I know 
Mio way of living under any government of Church or 
| fommon-wealth, if che publick affaires of the Town be 
ili ft off. [know fometimes, godly and dear to Chrift, may 
nrough weaknefle,want oflight, fudden pafiion, and vio- 
fac rentation,oppofe here; burd am perfwaded tf chey be 
dMihe Lords, he willin time humble them for tr, and make 
em betcer after it. 
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25 cat he do Poors sehie meee ‘Srwhat? 
- thitild beuled i id making lawes? 2. ie fictt thofe e'] 
‘nmaie lawes and Town-orders bind confcience ?: 5 


caanot actend thefe : only fix chings I would ner Ga 
“€) The willahd Law of God*only-hath Suprei 
phaks and fovefeign power to bind: confcience ( i. 
urPe ic or conftraimerther co excufe for doing. well, or 
ateule for fins for contcience is av liberty: without tha'} 
this isa truch urped by all orthodox Proreftant Div | 
gainft che Papifts§ fo that no lawcan immediately 
earn but: Gods. ee ooo. i | 
. Becanfe he only is Lord of confcience ee 
dae) it, and governs it, and only Raciwh 3 and hence: ! 
‘only is it topreferibé rifles forar. > °* ea 
“-g. Becaufe he only can fave or deftroy ahi fouls: ‘nat 
Only power romnake lawes for the foul to bind confcienc'} 
James 4.12. There is one Law: giver, who 7s able to fat 
“or dijiry. if. 33. 22. forthe law which fo binds co" 
Heer toa duty that the breach of itis'a fin, and thar 
Painft God : we know thar the leaft fin of it felf deftroy't 
the foul, binds it over'te death, bur’ wnone have power) 
deftroy ic bur tite Lord himfelf * peewee. Ul 
g. Becaofe’ the Law is: ramen’ tO pivide the whe’ 
‘man, in its whofe courfe, in all the a@ions:or occafions | 
imeddles with, or rakes in hand, even “in civill as well 
iw Religious matters. Prov. 2. 9- wifdomr teacheth eve? 
end path. Plale Tio. at Tbave ‘ia thy. word, that I mig'l 
not jin. Whatever one dorh withétir’'a rule from: olf 
word, is not of fair. Hence the word defcendstodt 
m ft petty occeafions of our five? sit teacheth men ho' tf 
lock, Pil 131. "5. bow to fpeak,- Afat. v2. 36.i0d} 
Icends co the'p ‘Hditing ofthe half, Pet 3. $. moving 
the féer, Ifa. 3.16. and witar is of Chriftian liber cy el 
its frcedome ite the word: a man muft give an accoul} : 
atthe lait day of every firing of ‘heart, thoughts, a 
tives, and (etrétwords; ‘and if fez thenit muftbe acet'| | 
divig to the role’of the word > and “Hence the word: on! 
hath abiolute p power tobidd Mafters, Servants, and! Pri! 
ces, how rhey govein, and Pople how they fubjedt jar 
rhis che Lord hach done to make wien take counfell fre'} 
him, and walk im féar befere hiin; ad approve 'thel| 
felves to him, et pe cially Townfmen in their ‘places not! 
ae { le withour God. Sa 
All good Laws and Orders inate in any | 


3 


Ws for-a'tinre of Liberty. 


a 


| Ico be collected and deducted from the word, as being.a- 

Wble to give fufficienc: dire &ion hese n For all the au- 

| al 
| 


MLaws, is in this alone, viz. to make prudentcclicdioa 
1 jand fpeciall application of the generall rules, recorded in 
i4 Scripture, to tuch. foeciall and peculiar circuunttances 
Wa which: may promote the publick weal and good. of per- 
jgrons, places, proceedings. : Prov. 8.85. By mePrinces 

decree juftice: -Foflua 1.7, 8. De what Moles commanded, 
tuynnot oneither band. Object. But 1 cannot feemy way 
i from hence alwayes. . Afedisate, therefore on’ tf much, 
3 and then thy way fhall prolper, &c- Many things 7 ofhua 
did, nor parcicularly fcr down by Mofes, but may be col- 
WMe&ed from it... Deut. 1.17, 18, 19, 20: The Ling is to 
dbave it,that be may prolong bis dayes in the midft of Ifracl, in 
. his Kingdome. What made Rebodoain to turn from-thefe 
WAwayes? he thought he could not ftablifh his. Kingdome 


vu 


| 


ix. Thisappears, becaufe the.word 1s fufficient to'di- 
| e&, as hath been fhewn ; and hence all directions and 
yigrules are to be taken from hence. " / 

»2. Becanfe either men have rules to walk by, or their 
ij ie wills and apprehenfions are to be rules ; burnorio, 
alpbecaufe mens wills are aot only corrupt, butic’s-a peculi- 
H ar prerogative to God to-be obtyed, becaule of his will. 
gr he reafon or wifdome which makes a rule,binds which 
Wi ficbe right, ispare of the law writin the heart,' which is 
Mnoft plainly feen and fully opened in the word, whence 
Rire€tion is to r® be had. 

a 3 Humanelawes or orders)thus, either ferdowa in 
lie word, or deducted fromthe word, and aaplied by 
id ies that bé- in place in Townes; thongh they donot 


mt 
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gppinde confcience firfily, as bumane,or by humane power. 
fe it e.aspublifhed and itupoics Dy man 5 }. yerehey 40 
yppinde fecondarily, i. e. by vertue of the Lawot God, 
yigvherean they are contained, or from whence they are 
aierived and deduéted, and according to which they are 
aypepoted 5 they are like fubpenas in the Kings reme, Or 
agvrit of arreft, which by vertue of higher power clial- 
44 enge obedience; And thus co break thele, is to fina gaint 
| te and makes the confcience liable’ to punifhment 
, 

mt 


at 


om God: And the reafon is. Pelee ry. 
| iy at %. Be- 


sen, “are either exprefly mentioned, in. the word, orare . 


Mwichour ics thac was therefore the rnine of shim and his 


thority of the highcft power oa carth in eontriving of . 
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_ ty Becaufe men fin hereby agzinft the: Lord, an 


_ holy righteous law, hecavle Gods layv is contained wy |) 
_ thefe 5 and what is dedu@ed from the word, is Godi 
word. 1 $am.8.9. They have not rejetted thee, but m 

2. Becavfe they fin againft the power of the Magifi ? 
hereby, and again? meni place, and fo againft m 
means ; Rom. 13.2. He that refifteth the powers refifteth $1 
Ordinance of God,i. e. when they command thee accordinghi 
to God,’ which the Lord takes very ill; S¢.che: meanei Ml 
the power is (.as in Towns .) the more terribié will thei 
Lord be, when he comes to vifit for it\; hence they rev 
~ ceive to them{elves damnation, both by Godandmen. ft 
~ *Yis trac,if they be no: thus according to che word ,buill 
rather againft the generall rules of it: thongh men init 
Towisand places are not to be obeyed, yer fubjectior}i 
_» js their due even then; i.e. nor to. refule .cbediencili 
with contempt of their perfons,places, power, or fcandaift 
to their procecdings, or profeiiion of the Gofpell.. Revilidil 
‘not the Lords high Prieft;~- {peak evill of no.man3. but raith 
ther com in piivate, and confer with them 3. and heal 
what niay befaid, and be willing to giyevand take reasle 
fon.” ¢ : if} jovd shed an alte 
4. Humane lawes and orders may be known tobe ac | 
ecrding to the word, when they command or forbrait 
{ich things, asreally advance or tend to»promote chelt 
publick good, |. > iC Seka ete al 
* This I adde to an{wer that great queftion in. many fermi\y 
pulous minds. icapnoctee (fo ignorant). when an ore) 
deriscolle@ed fromthe generall rulesof the word 4\} 
new this conclufion anfwers.cthac doubt : For lool:|t 
as the main work of men in place, is to promore publich; 
gcod§ (and hence publick- fpiriced men are co be chofen) 
{or it) foche principal ruleis’ that which God and his) 


Word gives them to walk by : whatever really doth tena) 
to the advancement ofthat; Pablith that,record chat,an¢l| 
execuse that, Kom. 13. 4. He is Gods’ Mnifter- 4 
thee for good : 7. e. for the publick, good: “He is for men | 
private good, but ‘isin reference to publick good ; chal| 
as privare perfons are to atrend their. work, fo public), 
perfons publick gcoJ.' Hence, «1. If alaw be made fo), 
publick hart, thitlawismorofGod. «9 < ji 
' “2. Hence, if the law. be made only for the privati| 
good of themfelves, or any particular perfon, and hurt) 
the publick, that’s not according to God. - Adinirabl| 
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a “4 be: rue PS ee @ BF jf - : 
. foratimeofLiberty, 
vas Fofhuas fpirit herein, Ffh. 19. 49, so. Pacey lai 
_, 3. If laws, be only in appearance and pretence for pub 
lick good, andnotreally, they bind rors none muftdo: 
| evill, much lefle make a law ofit, for publick good: No 
thing more wfuall chan co make civill lawes and orders, 
iWgcrcfimngdGeds law, and to pretend publick good 3'which 
ever prove.the publick pefts and. plagues, and cankers of 
Wichat place, as Feroboams command. for Religion... Some 
Wathings are forbidden, plainly, they -make nor ‘for pub- 
wick good, bur hurt, the flatues of Omrix- Other things. . 
ware indifferent in. cheir nature, as fwine to go abroad, . 

or to be fhut up; buc inconvenient in their ufe, and hurt- 
full and {candalous, and that really'to the generall., They 
iiare not for publick good, whatever ’ is pretended: 
ig Somethings are plainly commanded, they are for the pub- 
im Lick good circumftantiated 3 {ome things are indifferent in 
dig their nature, but convenient and comfortable. in. their 
ig ie, thofe..are indeed according:to God. And. {ach 
qchings may bedifcerned, they are fo obvious andfenfi- 
tii ble, of {uch neceffity and fuch profi, when duly confider- - 
ged by. perfons not blinded with theis private iar 
terefts. teed 


a) 4. Hence rhings indifferent, which may as well be left 4. 

lig cndone asdone, and fo publick good no. wayjadvan- 5 
ced, are not of God thar any fhould reftrain. chem: 7 
| ‘For the liberty which Chrift hath purchafed by his bloods 

‘i and which-Godsdaw gives; no law of man: caus abalifh, 
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img or takeaway. It’s the cry.of the claw-backs of Princes, a 

dwg that they have power in things. indifferent, i.e. fuch a." 
F things which make as much for publick good, not tovnfe, gis. 
dl -as ufesthe.cruthis,he hath leaft power heres becaufe they "el 
il are idle and..Jdol-lawes, no hurt, noris there good. in od 
lig them: And hence, {ome ‘of the ,moft rigid Schoolmen ‘en 
i Maintain fuch lawes bind not;confcience : we are not to ef 
a feck our private only; now all human lawes are helps to 8 
Wg feck publick... ) .. 


si 5. That lawes made for and according to God for pub- 
iii lick good, if chey do. not deftroy fome mens particular 5 
liq only for fome time pinch and preffe -hard upon his parti- 
til cular good; or their particular good, men are bound 
in con{fcience here to fubmir. . True, 1. Ific were poffic. 
a ble, all lawes for publick good, fhould hurt no 
iW particular man, and Townfmen, if they can 3 fhould 
| | i 
li] help chofe that are hurr 5 yet becaule no lawes, buc. 
| 7 ufually 


ae ae 


"viet end ofa ftaffe that is tobe born, nvatt fall on 
mans fhoulder, and fuch lawes maft be made. Hen 
man isto bear and fubmit cheerfully, 7.2. from the ral 
love, which willabare . of parcicular for ‘the ge 
good ;love that more thaa mine own.’ -2:-THe la 

- -juftice, amanisto do'ashe would be done by; ‘ther 
noman,.butif his good was advanced ‘by the gene 
bur would’be conteut thatfome parcicular’ fhould'be | 
ched:\ 3. The law ofvature ‘The ftomack is cone« 
to be ficky and body weak, to‘heal the whole-body. Henceily 
Chriftians fhould northink that Townfnienare'careleffe,y 

unjuft, andaimed artheir hurc, whenit isthus. 1 King. | 

12. 4. se sanceaibe Sadat hee bg Rea =a 
6. 6. Ameer Penal law when “cisbroke 5 the forfeitures; 
is fwfflcient for the farisfattion of the offence, or trefpaffe jj 
but not in'a mixt Law. 2) 7 ate. Sn 
tr. de | Firft, A Penall law is about things of {mall moment, 


. <4 


i 
; ma bid 
Secondly, *Tis not made by way of command, butjy 
with an aut, a disjunctive ‘copila: and is*indeed rather aj, 
provifo than alaws 8 Se oe. SE >| 


Thirdly, Itisin the mind of the law, make fatisfa@os)j 
ry ifthe penalty be payed, though’ the law be-nor per- 
fornied, sbecaufe the ‘publick good in the ‘mind of the,\ 
Law-maker is known to be fetforward thar way as by o- 
bedience tothelaw. Jn thele cafes penalty is enough 5,| 
but ifthelaw be mixr, i.e. there isa¢command ic fhall, 
dedone ; and ‘Law-giver isfad, though penalty being 
paid, as being about'a’ matter of weight 5 itmay be the; 
livelyhood and ‘comfort of men, as keeping hogs out of 
corn, aiid peace ina Town, thattherebe no ‘compiain~ |, 
ing’; here the penalty well not fatisfie, becaufe this is no | 
penall law, but alaw indeed deducted from rutes of the }); 
word of God; asirisiin theft, herhar fleals, fhall pay |. 

_ fourfold; or that brawles, thal! be ducktin the water: |, 
Suppofe one fhould fay, I will fuffer my fervant'to fteal or || 
reviles I hope “1isno offence if he fuffer thepenalcy. Yes, ;), 
but itis} béeaufe ic iswora weer penall law; the ching is’ | 

| 


ig 
‘, 
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of weight, peace between neighbours,fo peace ina Town. ) 
Ie’s a flac charge norto break it, and thou know/t fuch is |; 
the honefty and juftice of a Magiftrate, that he willfay, U , 
would rather you would never do thus, than offerthofe |). 
todo. Hence in Gods law Chrift mutt faffér, and do |) 

| 


iy 


alfo, becaufe Gods law's not meerly penal; eae 
Stivid | the — 
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: i: Hs fora tineof Liberty. vi 
rhe thingwgives more concene-chaniche punifhment.' 


d  5.aWhen fervants.caft off all fubjection.to.their Go- 3+ 


ivernours.. Families being the members and. foundati- 
ee of howns, and fo of Conmmon-wealeths. .;When they Tit.2-9,10. -  |Iy/ 
Mare nor obedient; but anfwer again; ifthey beletalone, 1 Pet. 3.186 ~ | 
Pichenidlesif rebuked and:curb’d, then ftubbornand proud, Epd.5.5- 
Wiaad: worfefor chiding, sand find faule with rheir wages, a 
and vittuals, and lodging.» weary, and vex out rhe hearc 
WfofMaftter-and Afiftrefle,, and make them,weary of thew 


ri 


3, When they be with them, they have nompower to 
ll corre@ or examine, and.call them to -account,’ in regard 
of fpiriwdall matters: 4 seanl ora SHiae 
sig, Hence they-lye in wait to. opprefle men that muft 
have help from them;, and fo willdo. whag they lift... ? 
8, Hence they break our to drunkennefs,,. whoring, 
andicdfecompany. 0 pe OR RY G0 fT 
| 6oBence they make ocher fervants unruly, and tode- 
fire liberry. aes ae ‘3 peas eh 
Now examine and try thefe things; Isithe Kingdome — 
WA of Chrift come into us? that though therebe alaw in our 
Wf members warring, -yer there is a law of the mind war- 
ring agdinftir, and-delighting inthe willof Chrift, and 
| fetting himup as chief. Are we under the Kingdome of 
Ghrift in his Church and Common-wealth 5 fo.as the foul 
is willing in the day of che Lords power,though there be, 
avid have been fome pangs of: refiftance againft perfons 
andagainft Ordinances; foas ’tis thy liberty tobe fubjec& 
to Chriftin his Ordinances,: in hisfervants 5. and ’cis thy 
bondage to be orherwife, and thou longeft for that days 
| tnat 


Balls feeb oul fabe 
“and pride, ‘and’ paffions 5 and bruifc 
“under their feet? Then T hs ‘as. che folds ie Se 
21,22. ‘Look: upon Tat ‘the city of your holon Gi! 
"See Rome’. 16 <° 

Bur ifthe heart | Iprows loofe! aianentinigs gine | 
ee Lords bonds and Yokes, and willbe led by your owl i} 
flefhly ends -and lifts, and fospo.'on quietly: Be tyor'} 
‘affured, this’truch pall Havel time to axe hold of fucl'f 
“fpirits 3 and: know" it affuredty,”” tis not to be in Chrift't 
‘Family ‘or Kingdome ; “tis nor fcrambling for promifes} 
catching at Gods grace,talking cf affurance of Gods love! 
which ‘will’ flielter you ftom: the wrath of the King 0! 
Kings, and Lovd of Lords 5 ‘to whom God hath fivorn, Tra 
every knée fhaltbow. °Tis fervice and fubjection whit 
the: Lord’ aims at, and which the Lord: looks for. 
know "tif God9"prace which only can fave 5 but it wit 
“never fave when it isturned into licentioufheffe. (| 

Do not’fay, There is no danger ofir, here where ‘wel 
have fuch meais. and fuch libertiesare. Pigcay’ eet, 
-Anfwe'. Never {ach danger of being licentious, 2 as iv} 
rl ices of liberty 5 when no bit nor bridle of external ryt 
ranny t0° ‘curbyin I 
2. Look on the Kinedei of Sudab here, whichis in onél | 
year all fell. ° ¥ 
g. why gs the Lord exercife: us with watits vane} 
{traits ?’tis to humble us, and abate our unrulineffe: Anc} 
+78 che Lords quarrel with his beft people tothis day i} 
defperate eEpenivee fe thar clofe* not with his Go- 
‘vernment: ~ 

Do not fay, we knownot how pointe fhould come} 
here, though we fhould caft off che Lords Government. 

Anfw. 1. The Lord can ler loofe the nachiessgeindd 
us. Ahab kills 1000000 of : Benhadads men, but alter 
wards withinfeven yeares he returns agains iy 
-a. The Lord’can raile up brambles,and sabiimetaelee ro bell 
the King of the trees, when the Olives and the Vines are'} 
loth to forfake their Uuak loa and to lofe their fatneffe and'| 
{weemeffe.) «2 Perched 

3. The Lord: can turn the: hearts of thofe in power a=} 
gainft people; and Jet Satan Sahl Hees and fowe fe- | 
ditions and clafhings. a 
se 4. The Lord: can leave us into‘one gheihiae tibsids ro) 
Bis cua take away the nether milftones.. 9 4 

mi Ie | 
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. nt 
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| ges for. atime of Liverty. : 

i “s. Ifnone of thefe, Satan, nay Chrift himfelf will come 
but with garments diptimblood., 

Ii 2.Donot fay, Tis not fo, there is. {weet fubjedion, Les 
Mis fo, and bleffed be God for ir, yet beware, {peak to 
lisrevent.. But yets. Some feem todo fo, and yet are 
p or fo3 2.Cor:10.455.Mighty to pull down every highthought, 
Aho atrains this, whocan be thus? yet there.are means 
ognighty for this end, nor thar all be. abolifhed, but all 


ice abolithing. 2. Others otherwife, openly how zealous. 


igor an opinion,when it fhould be death to differ, & things 

nm your own heart lying miferably wafie, and, fome 
e§wretched uit the root of all,for which Gods Saints mourn 
(An fecrets Lec fuch knew, thar will not be ruled by 
“A chrift, or his fervants or.ordinances, but will have them 
do rule them, and notto be roledby. them... The Lords 
“dbhains are near, and therefore now take your time and 
ifcome in fabmit to the Lord, and doas thefe here did, ace 


Fe 


“knowledge the Lord tobe righteous, and curn.unto the 


quord. aia 
| Ufe& of thankfulneffe, for our prefent libercies and Ufe 6. 


jifreedome from the bondage of men, bondage of confci- 
yqpace, bondage of Satan and fin: need there is.of laying 
his ufe ferioufly to heart, confidering two. things prin- 
nd:ipally.1.T he general complaints of the Countrey, as they 
é Fevichoy 2 Kings 2. 10. The waters are bad, and the 
ndrround barren; and thefe are engrayen in Marble, all 
pdpther our liber ies are written on the water. 2. The dil- 
derace and reproach caft upon Gods people and wayes.of 
¢: Bod, and thar unjuftly, which lam afraid. to mention 5 
whence there grows a contempt of them, and the rivers 
nip! Damafcus now are betrer chan Jordan. Oh beloved, if 
_ [ct be aw :heavy hand of God.to. be under bondage, then 
Pook Gnitas.a:{peciall grace of God to free us from bon- 
age. Deut. 32.11,12.7he Lord alone did lead them,¢yc.and 
‘WMofes, chap.33.29. when he had blefled chem, Happy art 
eh how Ob Iirael, a People faved by the Lord. And the greater 
sefpaufe we haye to do thisy aPeople that have abuied all 
idpiberties. I/.9-8,9,10. Helaments it, but yet is thankfull 
for it. to Gods grace : no-man that can fay bur he may be 
«(ps holy.as he will, and none.co curb or {nb. 
| 12) Means, Confider. what.all the liberties Gods peos 
ple enjoy have coft, Gal... Chiaft hath made you free, 1. ¢- 
oipey his blood. “Liberty of Confcience from the bondage, 
‘Mot. of lewith, but of Antichriffian Ceremonies , and 
A ass | ~ Government, 
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pre? 1 ‘The ote ieee sense tae comes 
is 5 becawfe they coft fo much; as loffe of eftare, sofwi 
or "ofchilde ‘by fea 5 doft shpo repent now? Ghrith dons 
not repent that his blood hath been paid for them 3 anh 
ifthey be of fo'little value , as there tis faid, He repentell| 
that be made man, fo wets he re ever he gave ‘them fue 
glorious liberties. teihaiinas ai 
a) -Confider oft of the fad abadiceh of them tharbe i] 
boridage. \Men'in: bondage prize liberty, and think thenji 
happy that enjoy it 5 but men our ofit'do not. “How {af 
is the confideration af them thar be in bondsyit will makihi 
thy -heart fympathize with. them, and bleffe’ Godfat 
your deliverance. Hence faith Chrifty Luke 22. 209 
_ When you fee Jernfalem compat with enemtes, (re. fiiei| 
the mountains, and wo to them that give fucks) Coniide 
them that are taken with che: Turks; if youowereintheis 
condition you would fay {o 5 to bring fortlt little: ones tipi 
the murderer or idolaterj-J/a.42. 226 andy 26. Meni 
hearts failing for fear, this‘ you fhould fee fome- where, 
A mete ora thorn'is alitele thing, but. no ‘mam woul} 
haveit ‘alwayes vexing for all the eftate he» hathy if hyp 
hath any é€ye or tenderneffein ic; fo chofe fmall mater 
for which the Saints have fuftered, and for which Gad | 
provoked, and under which fome: have’ foared, and} 
‘thers have been loaded ene’ after: another 5 ts worth't 
worlds oh, bleffe God for its bur confiderthofe that bi 
nnder the dominion of fin and Satan, fo ftrong and mi(e} 
rable 5 fin fo dear, that there is not fo. much asa. fg) ) 
| under: that’s berhankfull forthat: © 6 86 teu 
» Labour'to maintain'in the heart a holy fear of abst} 
frig erties! everyone in his: place 3 for whar’ makeil 
thenrdefpifed, but principally the abufe of thems io fuel) i 
a Congregation there was ‘fich* contention; fich aftrori! 
to the Elders, there is thatdégenerating of fpirit, “ani 
back-fliding from God, that men grow ° worfe* nnde'} 
means than ever, f and fomuftbe if men: grow’ not bet! 
ter. Dext.'6, ro; 12. The Lord&exhorts the m, that wheil} 
they be'at ‘iterty, they would northen forget the’ Lordi} 
but then fe it, “Tis: Luthers nore on: the’ place: When 
tro ube | 
a 


| [> for atime of Liberty, | 

| trouble, you rejoyce 3 but when in peace, you fear... Vieonly 
dame thefins ofliberty.’. 8.0 nite a ed 
Wa. Take. sheed ofa Prayerleffe fpirit, and that chat 
lamp go not -our.. Men under fome prefiures. cry, 
and. tislong before they: do cry under them, and under 
their fin bur then at Jaft they do, and when the Lord 
l@gives liberty, though they have the guilt of the fame fins, 
ig and more ‘fins lie on them, yet then. like  Marriners, 
when the:{torms are over, fall afleep. Its ftrange that 
Jfrael under Pharaoh.cried, and under Gods afilicing 
uf hand: in denying them water murmured. True thank- 
*Mulneffe will help to prize what liberty affords... 

‘i 2. Anunloving fpirit tothe Saints. It’s that I have oft 
laid 5 fouldiers. when they are fet.againfta common ene- 

i@my are allone, but when at liberry, then they fling jave- 
i@lins:at one anothers heads, differ in opinion, and in-heart 
oand affection,& ’ris not death fo todo. Take heed ofa ri- 
wagid, cenforious, unloving fpiric. ii ss 

ti 3. Extreme-ignorance how to nfe our liberties 5 and 
dehence running toextremes. As we fay of Chrift, There 
ifs good enough in h'm, but men know not how to fetch | 
st@and improve it: fo there is great advantage in. liberties 

ifbur men miffe of ic through their ignoraaceand abufe. 

d@tience many times more hurt done» by an Admonition 

uh hea by the fin, when adminiftred in patfion; and with- 

fhg@our compaffion. Hence under-pretence of liberty,:¢X- 


erg@creama licentioufneffe. Bex LY. 
dif 4. Imperioufneffe of fpwit, arifing from a frothy empti- 
lo hele, and an overweening opinion,» and conceitednefle 
haof rheir own abilities and wifdom:above others:and hence 
igevill not be led; ( being at liberty.) by ‘the Counfell and 
it@Advice of others. It’s naturallofor man. to affect fove- 
iggreignty, and when the time comes of liberty, then it hath 
fp vent: Who made thee-a Lord and Fudge over us? though 
iin bondage, much more in liberry; they think- Wills Com- 
qgmonwealth is in their heads chiefly; and hence willnot 
iqpe ruled by Gods ordinances 5 and: hence if once taken 
ofgevich an opinion, hardly ever removed, &c. 
ag S ~Refting with liberties and in liberties. -We were 
qegrever in bondage, john 8. 33. yet.fervants to fin: We be 
egAbrahams feed, better thamalh the world 5. yet under all 
mache power of fin and Satan, and muft norbe roldof their 
dipvayes, bur hate chem that cenfure them for cheir fins. 
MeNicain bondage are like ick men, that will cryifsthey 
| | nS were 


ni 
4 rt 


7 


. 


3: 


. net be cured of their dileafe. eins 


and fetup an earthly Paradife? would» yow have bectet | 


- Lord. proclaims liberty to: them co deparr. 1 am pers 


_ ofall mercy, know nor hew to ufe, but abufeionr liberi 


ogA Saveneels una’ fhould. be well 136 


0g. Make ute of liberties. He that iad she “bur 2 
not fo much glory in them, ‘or ‘gets not much good 
thems he will be no more thankfall chan’one thar | 
arge grounds may, walk at liberty, but the trees for wan 
of manut ing bear no fruit;nor ground corn’throtgh floch! 
fuch a man will ftarve theres ‘Lookas they; Deut. 1 
Fo, 1t. they were to bring the firft fruits, “and. bea 
beforet the Lord, and rejoyce in all: fo fhould you if ¢ 
you be thankful! for them, -bring the firft fruits to chet 
Lord; and think there is more behind, and more in hea? : 
‘ven. bed “ies Wa 
res But our vhsonctel (reights ar é manyyand emp 
ons fa 
Anjo. Tf Chrift himfelf fhould ‘come: on: carta, W hag 
would you have with: him?! would you have’ him comelt 


entertainmenc than he, whohad not chatowhich Foxes 
and Birds had? or would you have him: come from hie 
Crofie, and then you will make him King ? if you defpife' 
his ordinances and liberties becaufe of wants, you would | 
defpife him(elf if he were prefent. Bur you will reply! 
and fay, Whatif we can have both 2’ Ifthar can’ be, and |! 


_Chriftcals to rake both; refufenotchis loves: °But ir be 1 


bean heavy indi€tment againft fome ac the laft day, imi 
that they forfake Chrift, becaufe he is poor and naked’ 
for they-are therefore called tocloath him : and this will 


_ be yourPeace, and you wil! be no lofers your: a ano-i 


ther day. fore 
2, Suppofe he doth keep us low 5 yet Pfal. 145. 13,1901 


| His dominion is alway, and raifeth up all that are bowed 


down. Oh be humbled 3 he is faid, Deute 32.13. to make 
the people fuck-honey out of the rock, and oyiout of the fli | 
{weemefle and mercy out of the hardeft condition. «| 
3. They that are nor recompenced for their: enjoys 
ment Of liberties, by the fpirituall refrefhings which the 
Lord gives, fhewing them more of rheir own hearts 3 thé 


{waded the whole Countrey would flourifh the ‘more. 4¥ 
4. Lament rather your own vilenefle,who in the midfbin 


ties: and hence the Lord forfakes us, as Ezzaig. 8, 10) 
I us oe edie hath been fhewed us 3 what fhallwe fay,thab | 
eg af Be | 


|| oe 


| for atime of Liberty. 
: infter this, dsc? Wouldeft thou not be angry with us till thou 
| ‘bajt confumed us? Pfal. 81.13, 16. Ob that my People had 
i heard my voice, I would have fubdued their eygmies. God 
| would nor be wanting unro us, if we were norto him. 
Mi = Take therefore that example co imirate, in Adfs 9..314 
4 Having reft, they were edified : if webe not fo, truly, as 
AB none have the like liberties 5 fo no bondage fo fad, no 
ii where fuch poverty,no where fuch anguifh of confciences 
Wnowhere fuch fpirit and power of fi, no where fuch 
Aifad ‘anger’; ifin practice we be unthankfull, or can 
Wi mouth and fpeak againit long Sermons, and againft the 
il Comntrey and Chrittians; or in hearts undervalue them 5 
jjand when you fee Iridians rife, Brambles, Abimelechs and 
shebnas raited , &c. then know this is for abufe of liberty. 


Wament, and be in his fervice 3 left-ye come ro know the dif- 
dlaference between it and{onie other by experiences . 

‘ 
daSatans and fins, andfo all other miferies : and therefore 
| as Fofbua faid, fofay {to you; Choofe you whom you will 
aferve- | | \ 


ihe Lord and Shifliak, : 

il] X.:The government of others, tyrannicall proud men, of 
i in or Satan, or outward miferies; ‘tis full of rigour, force 
ad cruelty. Ezek. 34.4. With force and cruelty have ye 
Wauled them. Bue Chrifts Government is there fhewen 
(lo be in mercy, and full of mercy 5 though fometimes loft, 
, ha will fetch thee imagain; though fick and weak, he 
will heal thee again. verf. 16. Deut. 4.6.’ Tis forthy good” 
he Lord hath no need of thy fervice, &c. Trueac ts, rhe 
-ord may fhew his people hard things, and give tem 
id miferies; but thefe wounds do nor kill them, only 
make-way for healing the diftempers of their hearts, that 
rein his poor weak ones 5 and his end is co bring chem 
o himfelf. : : 
2. Their government is in it felf hard.and bitter. To, 
-tve a luft now, tis'a torment, fometimes to confcienice, if 
Mhat be awake;if not,’tis a curfe of curfes: much reluctaney: 
Mieainftic3 much chiding after ir, and God hides himfelf; 
readfull fears, and heare ic felf unquiet 5: bur: Chrifts 
okeis eafie and his bardenlighrs his affiftamce, and pre- 
ice, and love, and peace.makes ic fo, and shat daily,and 
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death efpecially. ' a ach ie 
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if Use 7. Of exhortation, to come under Chrifts Govern- Ve Fi 


- Met.1. You muft be either under Chritts yokes or Mot. 3 


I]. Mot. 2. Confider the difference between the fervice of Wit. 23 
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id wholefomeCaveat | 
3. Theré:isiittle recompence for their fervice 5 the} 
beft thar Saul can give, ate Olive:fields and Vine-yards;f 
but anguifhiof confcienee after the work is done ;.But the} 
Lord givesa Kingdome 5 and nota word or thought, bat), 
there isa’ Book of remembrance, writ 5, not.a.cup of cold}, 
water, or rag roany of: Ghrifts naked feryants, bua wil. f 
be recompenceds: You have followed me, you {halt fit 01 , 
thronesda00 30 ita se) carevesresoqlan Tara | 
Mot.» 3s/Gonfider how fain: the Lord would haye you! 
under his: Government ; for many will fay, have-ref fed 
fo oft 3.and what fhall 1 now)do.2::the Lord will, caft a 
At 


by. True, he may do fo, and you may, be glad if the Lor 
- will honour you in. doing his work. Yer, row, 2-23}, 
_ Return'you feorners at my reproofy, and P'le powerout my SPi- 
vit upon yout Jer: 36 3,7» Read (fayes God), the sword! 
of the Roll-toithem 2 It may be they will hears and prefent 
their fupplications before the Lord; and-turn every,man from | 

+ his evill way, that Imay forgive their iniquity, and thei fin.| 
Read the place if you can: without tears. , Youthat have | 
departed’ from:God and Chrift, | and provoked Gods | 
wrath, when there is but little hope leftic may be5 Oly] 
 yerreadaheRolb wie! connmMibedimiteotas aah 
Mot. 4. Once Chrifts, andunder bis Government,iyou, 
fhall never be caft off As fin hath reigned unto deaths 0 foal, 
grace reign unto-eternall life, Roms § ize. He will beftow on | 
you the furemercies of Davidydy an-everlafting Covenant, | 
Ha.'$§.'507901 0, v9 eftiista antl gmatdeason | 
 Queft. Buc wherein fhould J fnbmicita the Lord? x: M) 
Anfw. None have power to.rule.confcience; but iGhr itt, 
‘give him therefore this glory 5 chat wherein he, bindes) 
confcience; Confcicnce not ont jf fear; -burjlove may in| 
deed fubmit.. Ihave inftanced the particulars formerly, | 
yet more diftinly. There be two: great commands 1) 
charges of Chrift, that lye uponiall.mens confciences tq} 
whom the:Gofpell comes, and therein. lyes ourfervice al) 
him generally: Which twoZname, becaule there. we} 
think werare free, or do not know:oun liberrysion co . ij 
\ Firft, The command of Chrift is, that .every, one,tc! 
whom the Gofpell comes, and.is preached, do-believe,, 
3. e. receive Chrift. Jefus in all his. fulneffle in the Gofpel,) 
Fobn 1. 12 Kor thavis to believe.5) in-which comma ad 
lies Gods offer. i1)-Foha.§. 23+: This isbis commandment, | 
that ye believey Johan 6.255. 37938» Zhis, is the morkzof | 
God, that ye believe. Now here men think they.are rhe} 
: v :  -X. They, 


A \ 


i 


Cy fapeam 


AR | 
~ 


| —_s for-atime of Liberty. 


Ax. ‘Bhey fay they are mworthy 3 and hence they fay, De- 
Sparc from me, Lord; tama finfull maa; as if Gods grace 


@whereas Gods grace callsin men unhumoled. Rev.8.175 
ge. (Por Gods call and offer iS) generall though nene-buc 
ime he humble will hearkéirtoir.. Bay chere arenone,, but 
‘iemay be faid to them; Ulf they cam believe, lec them. 
2. Becaufe Chrift is not theirs, & are they bound tober 
iplieve he is ?' Whereas the fir? act.of fair, is norto.be- 
ieve Chrift is mine, ithen men werebound tobelieve.a 
Pies (But to receive Chrifk as a woman her husbaad, thas 
wgoetiay be minéby faich ; andfoa man may know and 


roany man, Chriftis chine 3 butifrhoureceive hins; he 
“ssthine, and contequently che Spiric fpeaks fo allo. 4 Be- 
“caufe they cannot believe, unicile they fhould prétume 5 
Asif the Gofpell bowid the confcience of none. to oclicres 
‘but them that were able to believe it, andireceive Oasitt 
it: yer’dis ochérwile : for ie binds alkto receive Chirilt 
t Befuss to-go up and poileffe him, to feed, earand drinks 
Mand live for ever.» And I will leave this one undenaole 
argument; If men are liable to erernall condemnation at 
vahe great and laft day, aiid to bear the eternal wiatls of 
MiGod and Chrift alfo, for difobeying the Gofpell, forre- 
{ jafing Chrift and the offer ofhis grace therein : Then: 
MP hofe mens confciences are bound to obey the Golpellsi.es, 
“Bo believe and: receive’ Chritt now in this life—-—Bug 
ie pipes the Gofpell preached to them, ‘are liable ro, 
hf-cernall‘condemnation, for difebedience: to it.) Fobng.185 
Oh os Pfal. 2.12 . Kiffe the Son, left be be angry.So, 2: Theky 
P58 O.\He comes to vender vengeance onthem that obey nok 
Wt he Gofpell: Romeias 162. Fhe Lord fhal! judge the secrets, 
“Ef all bearts by my Go/pell.. That is, where ever the Gor 
Mipell comes 5 for they that have no-Jaw; having no law; 
Mliall not be judged by ir: But menchatchave had the Gos 
Misell,; fhall bejudged by it, and cherefore are bound to 0+ 
~ppedience thereunto.” ° rete ct He) 
Mf The ferious confideration of which one truth,is enough: 
{8 o'draw-all to Chrift from the power ofunbelief; ¢fpeci- 
lly they that fay, Icannot, or ought not belfeve. Por 
ip ie reafon why men donorcome, is; ish i26 wh 
ily? They think the Gofpell concerns fot them; what. 
, 
| 


dt 


iiiranfgretfion or condemnation, 


— 


at he doth ;if there was no fuch law, there cold be nai 
G z a. Phey 


wawas,builr on mans worchineffe.. 2. Becaafe unhumbled, 


fay, hesis mines The Gofpell doth no’ where fay. 


oth the Lord fay to me, come fo vile, and finfull? yess) 


D 8  AwholéfomeCavett) —s_ | 
Oe 2 2, They think they fhall prefume. No, if confciene) | 

: - be bound to it, tis no prefumption, to keep a Sabbath a' || 

right, or to reccive Ghrift as God offers him : Oh, thi | 
quiets confcience. i": Sei | 
3. The Lord Jayes his chain onthe moft tender place! 
ofconfcience, as it will anfwer it ac the great day, o! 
will have any peace3 take heed yourefafe not fo grea]! 
falvation. BG ) ra | 
4. Tis a chain, not of bondage, but of liberty, ane! 
mercy, and love: Come and receive, not a Kingdome:t} 
but Chrift, Peace, pardon, and grace freely 3 which may} 
draw the heart, as it will at the greacand laft day. Como 
_ ye bleffed, tabe a Kingdome; take a Chrift prepared {oi 
youfrom before the foundation of the werld. Oh chal 
this might found in your eares: This is the firft anc} 
chiefeft; withour this, all your obedience is hypocrifie)} 
andabominable; bu: this will pleafe, and then all poor! 
obedience fhall pleate. : Gee 
~ Secondly,Love unto the whole will of Chrift; efpecialo 
ly to that part of it, rolove chofe thar bethe members ‘ol 
Chrift. Seme Chriftians they believe, and feeling a heart 
fo croffe to Chrift, and the will of God; think chey are! 
from under the government of God and Chrilt,& fofrom#p 
under the grace of Chrift, fand the argument is ftrongy! 
iftrue 3; ). bur why notimder his government? becaufey 
they find daily a fpirit fo croffe to the will of Chrift s =andit 
hence under continual! fears of condemnation. Oh but 
confider,haft thou no love to the will of Chriftand lawh 
of God? ( for ifany believe, this is found in him ) iffo,| 
then under Chrifts Government. Rom. 8. 2- Tne Law oft 
the fpirit of life bath made me free. What is that Law?} 
See Chap. 7.23, 24. Spirit Of delight in the Law in thet 
inner man, and mourning for contrary captivity. Know | 
therefore, though you cannot do ail; yet love the whole | 
wil! of God, and mourn where you do not ; and then fay, | 
_ Now no condemuation. Do nor fay, “Tis impoffible:} 
Oh, here is mens wo, and tryall of fubjeGion to Chrifts) 
will! How do you loveit, love his Sabbaths and Ordi-) 
nances, becaufe of his love to you? How do’s this cons 
firain you? | rth} 
Yn particular; Love thepeople of God, that is, his 
fpeciall commandment,1 Fobn 3. 23.Fohn 13. 34.But now} 
the want hereof, or the contrary hereto: As when a| 
man fhall become, 1: A Diftafter. 2. A Con.cmnere 
| seal | 
| 
| 
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- ae mrs 


oo for a time of 


| Liberty. 


| @ Bridge,-an oppoler of the Truths or fervants of God. 


| 
| 
12 
| 
] 
| 


M Thisis that which ‘éndles wrach,, and wherein the in- 
ward yenome of hiypocri/ie appears. Fhere’s many duties 


! 
| 


tw ferences amongft Chriflians; yer do youkeep love to 
‘them; that what you cannoc do your felves, yet you 
love others that can do it, and account ir your bleffeds 
neffe to be like them, and daily mourn under your 
negiedts 3 that in every ching, the Golpel is not adorn- 
}ed by you: Son the other fide, although you have many 
duties, Sabbaths, and good ads 3 yerif notJove, all is 
vile. I fear tis not mens joy, fweetneffe, delight co hear 


the leaft good word that falls from a good mans lips, but 


rather the truths and things of God defpiled 5 if fo, then 
INleok for wo. And for Members of Ghrift, their lives nor 
ma defired, their deaths not lamented 5 bur you know how 
tocontend, andare careleffe though the Gofpell and 
God be flandered; you caft offche Lords yoke. It was 
digone mans fpeech, that the great fin of this Countrey will 
be hatred cf the Saints, a fcornful contempt of them 5 
git will come by degrees, firft diftafte, and chen cenfure 
jmand contemne. Oh,butif herein you fubmit, herein 
4 Chrift is honoured, and Gofpell glorified in love and 
itgamiablenefle: Nort in a rigorous aufterity of {pirit, and 
f | diabolicall cenforioufneffe 3 bur in werd and deed, coun- 
renance and gefiure, comforting and encouraging one 
pooner : | 
When David would know what todo} Truly faith he, 
ny goodneffe extends not to thee; but tothe Saints, in whom 
Wis all my delight ; Oh therefore fubmic heres this confci- 
ince calls for, and Chrift muft have. 


4 


| 


W 
0 


ia ‘Lo conclude with a word for help here: 

| Means 1. Look to Gods Ordinances, not as they be 
li; themfelves ; butas appointed of God, to commu- 
icate an almighty power -of fpiric to them that wait 
iin the Lordin them. An almighty power muft over- 
wlfome , and go on Goaquering,and to Conquer.How fhall 
“Ive have this by Gods Ordinances ? Some more princi- 
Wall, as Word and Sacraments 5 fome leffe, How fhall 
ye partake of this power in chem? Look not on them 
i themfelves, but as appointed and fandtified, and foas 
orious. And there pray and wait, and look for the 
ee G3 powers 


4 


3. ACenfurer, andwhilperer. 4..A Scoffer. §. Ifmeton_ 


negledted, and not that fpiric of prayer, and hoiycon= | 


Means 3. 


—— == 


—— = 


SS : 2s - 


‘powers hay, helicve'you thall receive this power. 4 
‘the waters of Jordan to Naaman 5 How did they cleanfie 
When he lookt upon’ them without the command ¢ 


__- Awholifome Caveat, Ore. 


~ 


promife, he deipifed ttem,’ and fo found not the ben 
of ‘them, but atterwards ‘hee ‘found the» benefit of 
them, when he wafhed fever times in attendance te) 
rhe appoinement of God. Brerhten, ic is‘bur go and wi 
Wehee YUU a GPa ORR ES TENG aaa 
Means 2. Know your difobedience, the breadth of it 
Some things Chriftiansfee, and pray agamft them, and} 
then'all is well; but fee the breadth of evill in your difo: | 
bedicrice. - There is fomething thatdoth oppofe God in/| 
every lavvfall thing, tm whole or in part, (forflefh pall 
it) or élfe you are. blinded if you fee it not. Ob therewi 
fore feel the breadth of evill in it; thacbeing fenfible of | 
and humbled under, and ftriving againft your continvall | 
difobedience ; every thought may be brought ‘into fubje: | 


7% t " F) 


ation and obedience to Chrift. | 
¥ , ~~ oR ss. ore % 
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INEFFECTU PALE 
| HEARING. 


JOHN. 6. er 
\lte have neither heard his voice at dny! time; 


zor es bis fhape. | we 


a Pp et 79 i 


Rom the 3. Vi orf: ro the end of this 
Chapter, 
_wasthe Meffiah to.come,, from four 
reflimonies. 

y.. From, the. teftimony. ‘of Fohn's 
 OPem the firft, yet che leaft, yet very trong 

AAR OEF and fully verf.325 33- 


i ! 2. From the reftimony. of his works, greater than thar 
| pf Fobn, verf. 36: 


3. Fromthe ceftimon y of the Father by his voicé from 

q n, ver -aptegin y 

pooies Ls siernr of slie Saripruresy “the higheft of all, 

Tend furer than a-voice from heaven. (2 Pet, 1619+.) Verfe 

6.0 aldag! fees be 

| IW Now theferwords: are, ‘annexed to the third reflfinony, 

which fold you isthe voyce of God from haven, {et 
G4 ‘down 


; ee 
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Our Savionr proves that he 


Te 


Ene a 


6, © aye’ «7 f 
a See: eo ba lh aa 


rt 


ae 
p EUR 


-Chrift {peaks of publick, and evident teftimonie: 
place; nor is itmeanc ofthe reftimony of the Fa \ 


‘fpake. ‘Laftly, the Spirits teftimony is {poken of, asthe 


by ye believed Mofes, ye would have belteved me, for he ' 


Of Ineffectual HearingtheVVord. 


downy Afatg. 17. For this Teflimony of the Father 's | 


not the thward teftimony of the Spirit -only 5 


in the Scripeure for that is a cing teftimony : 
riough the Father doth teftifie of Chri | 
yet’tisnocas his teftimony, no more than the teftimony ! 
of John, and of his works, whereby the Father did te-s 


{tifie alfo : Nor is it probable thar our Saviour would at | 


this time, omit that famous teftimony of the Father i 
at hisBaprifm; which if ic benst here, isno where / 


in this Chapter. Befide, how is this ceftimony the Fathers. | 


more than the Spirits; but chen, being called his Son, he ' 
did evidently declare himfelf'to be the Father that 


tefigriony of Mofes and the Prophets, Verf. 46,47. For | 


w ote of meyverf. 47. For if ye beleeve not his writings how, | 
Shallye believe my words, ‘ee ee . 
Now our Saviour inthefe words anfwers an Objefion | 
which the Jewes (ever conceited of their own know- ! 
ledge) might make. We know the Father as well as you; | 
and yet we know no fuch teftimony that he gives. Chrift 


anfwers, -You donot know him; far. the cerrain know> 1 


Jedge of a thing, is either by feeing or hearing 5 now you | 
never faw him nor heard hirn 5 you have therefore no acs | 
quaintance with him. . q 
” So that the words contain y. -Chrifts fearfull accnfati- | 
on of the Jews tobe ignorant of Ged, 2. The aggrava- i 
tion and eXtent ofit, atno time, 7. e. not onlyar Bape | 
tifm, bur‘at no other time, in any Miniftery, or in any 
Scripture, &c. Tas | 
 Queft. 1. What is it not to fee bis fhape nor hear his 
woice ? Agee : ; Rees. 
Anfy. Some think they are metaphorical fpeeches, ta | 
expreffe their ignorance of God; Now though this be che : 
fcope, and the general truth, yer I conceive, the Lord) 
fpeaking particularly, and knowing what he fpake, in-) 
tends fomething particularly: and iris a rale, never tofiie ) 
to metaphors, where there can bea plain fenfe given. ) 
There is therefore rwo degrees of true knowledge of God 
in this.life, or ‘cis attained.unto by a double means. 

x. By hearing of him, for hencésour faith comes ‘by: 
phe words Fo SP Bayo bebiord capa 
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in the Scriptures; )|¢ 
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| Off Ineffetual Hearing the Word. 
_-2.By hearing thus from him,the mind alfo comes.to have 
a true Idea of Gods as he reveals him(elf in the Word 
and Means by che Spirit, Fob. 42.5. L have heard of thee by 
the hearing of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee; and this 
is the (bape here fpoken of, not bodily and. carnall..Now 
Hl Chrift dorh profeffe that rhey.did. want both. Carnal-and 
‘unregenerate hearts, neither-hear Gods yoyce, nor have 
aright Idea of God in their minds, but become vain 
Ij in chelr minds, though they havé means of knowing, 
‘and their foolifh hearrs are: darkned 5 the wifer the 
‘i be, the more foolifh they grow. ry vis 
| 2. Atno time, i.e. neither at baptifm,*nor elfe in any 
mans Miniftery, nor in any of the Scriptures which you 
read, and where the Lore {peaks. ryt 
|» 3. But did they. not hear’ the voice of God at Chrifts 3 
j baptifm, and arrhe Mount when Chrift preach’, when : 
the Scriptures. were opened every-Lords day; and at o- 
ther times amongftthem? .... 4+... ee ee ; 
_» Anfwo. No, they never heard it... It’s aftrange thing, Anfw- 
‘Wj thar fach men that read, heard,preach’d, remembred the 
Scriptures, and could cell. you myfteries inticles, never 
il heard the voice of God 5 and yer ir ismofttrue... 
i Obfervat. That many men may a long-time together know Obferv, 
and hear the Word of God written and fpoken, yet never. bear 
the Lord fpeaking that Word, no not fo much. as cne word, 
si tittle or fyllable, no not fo much at once, at any time.. This 
was the eftate of the Jews, and this 1s the eftate of all un- 
Wi regenerate men. Hence Chrift, Luke 19. 41. laments 
Al and weeps over Ferufalem, faying , Oh that thou hadft 
Ml knownin this thy day, ee. | 
x. Queft. How did the Fewes hear, and yet not bear God Queft. 1 
peaking ? | me 
. Anfw. There is a twofold word, or rather a dou- Anfw. 
ble declaration of the fame word. 1.There is Gods exter- 
i} mall or outward word, containing letrers and fyllables, 
Hi and this:is his externall voice. 2. There is God internal 
i word andvoice, which fecretly fpeaks tothe heart, e- 
«Wa ven by. the externall word,: when that only {peaks rorhe 
eat. ’ The firft rhe Jewes did hear,at Ghrifts Baptifm, in 
AW Chrifts Miniftery,and in reading the Scriptures,and when 
they did hear it, it was Gods word they heard, full of 
glory, and fo they heard the word fpoken, but only 
man {peaking ic: she other comes to few, who hear nor 
‘only the word fpoken, but God fpeaking the eek 
OM. 


x 


if ) Reafen x. 


Me) 
| 


_ and thismany Jewes did hear, and hence had fome kind 


“Gis yoa have heard God at ne time. Hence he fpeaks of 


ficha hearing & knowing,fuch a hearing outwardly, as is | 


_ fedually, tranflating them from ftate to ftate, from death. 


~ fpoken. “When the Sun'is down the Moon may arife,but 


¢ 
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ifheth you. 
1 


‘a painted Sun, it gives you no hear, nor cher 
HOC (6 His here; Wo? Fs HM QI NGST, eae sy 


ba 


“og This inward wotd’ i8 double. “1. “Tneffectuall;' 
(though inward.) 2. Effe@tual. 1. Ineffeauall, is that |' 
which hath fome inward operation upon the hearer, but it | 


atrains not Gods end to ‘bring a man into a ftare of lifes ' 


and thus, Heb. 6.2, §. Many tafted of the good word of') 


God, yet fell away.” And fucha heart is compared toa’ 
field which'a man plowes and fowes, and rain falls onit, 
and yetthe endis not’attained, it brings forth thiftless 


of faith in Chrift. 2. Effetual, is chat which hath fuch 
an inward efficacy upon mens'hearts, as that God attains 


his endtheteby; J/a. $5.11. and brings men toa ftate of | 


life, of which Chnift fpeaks, John 6. 45. and this voice, 
none but the Ele& hear 5 and of chis Chrift fpeaks here, 
“as appears, u: 38. Him whom he fent.ye beleeve not. Hence 


“accompanied with fuch a hearing inwardly, Joh. 14.17: fo 
that many men may hear the word fpoken ourwardly,but_ 
never inwardly : they may hear it inwardly, but never ef 


to life, fromlife to life and glory. No fenfe ef the Maje- 
fty of God peaking, nor effeCtuall hearing of the word 


yeta man is cold and dark} but when the Sun ariferh, oh | 
ir warms, nourifherh and cherifheth, &c. nothing is bid 
fromit'; fo itis here, when’ the Lord {peaks inwardly 
and effectually to the heart." oe 
- Reaf: ¥. From that great diftance and infinice fepara- 
tion of mens fouls from God, ‘that though Godcals, yet 

they can’t hear no more than mén a 1000 mile off. “Eph. 
2.1. men are deadin jin. Now what is fpirituall death, — 
but feparation of rhe foul from God, and God from it. A 

dead man catinor heat one word at nOMone time, ‘he was 
fiot dead ifhe'conld.’ ‘Mens’ miads are far from God,and 


Rom. 16018, 19. Ifrael did hear, bur raed did nor knoe. r 


‘there is a difference’bérween feeing this and the Sun and | 
Starres themfelves, wherein is an/admirable glory * go to || 


_ _ 


| 


hearts |! 


derfull- ftrange 


7 


power of Satan, which blinds their eyes they cannot Reafon. 2« ee 


fee nor hear, 2 Corinthians 4. :4. never luch clear ‘light, 
mever fuch»an_ effe@uall,Word, as that of the Apo- 
Wi files: yet. it was hid 5 why ?. The. God of this world 
Ail blinded them, either he will keep fuch anoife and lumber — 
ilg intheir heads,thar they cannot hear God-{peaking for the 
noife,or elfe,turn himfelf into an Angel of light, and 
fpeak, and by their light wil] blind them, chat the light 
in them fhallbe darkneffe. Rom. 1.22. When men with 
_naturall tight. began to be moft wife, chen. they became 
ig the greateft fools: fo’tis with other knowledge of Scrip- 
ture, and chings they hear. Happy were it. for-many a 
| man ifhe-hadnever heard nor feen; for that which he 
| hath heard and feen keeps him from hearing. Zyre and 


? 01.226 
$idon would hear fooner than Capernaum that heard moft. sail 


Reaf. 3. From the righteous judgement of God, in Reaf. 3. 


leaving men tobe blinded and made deaf, from: and by 
the means whereby they fhould hear and know 3 rhat as 
itis with the Saints, all. evill things are for their 
good, fo all good things are for their hurt, Ifa. 6 
zo. the meriting caufe is unbelief.and fin, butthe deep - 
and hidden rife of all is Gods eternal dereliGion of them, 
i God never intended love, {peciall love rothem 3: hence 
he never {peaks one word tothem; 2 Cor. 4:3. Fohn'$.65. : 
| Many were offended at his words and forfook him... Now:to 
_ take off this offence, I faid, None can'come to me, except it 
be given him of the Fatber,what is that?fee v. 48. and 37. 7 
|». Ule 1. Hence fee the reafon, why the Word is fo won: Ufe xs 
_ derfuily ineffeGual co the-fouls of many men, that itne-' 
i} ver ftirs them, thatit’s a ftrange ching to them ; it’s, Heb. 
| ¥2.19. like the law, a voice of words, a found of words, 
forthey hear men f{peak, but underftand no more ‘than if 
_ they fpake ina ftrange language, or if they do,” ircon- 
_cernsnot them ; or if it flirs, “tis but as rhe blowing of the 
 windupon a rock, which blofters for atime 3: but when ° 
the wind is down they are ftill.. Truly they hear the 
_ word fpoken, but they do not hear God fpeaking. They 
heard Latimer {peak, but not God {peaking, they emi 
(3. : AE BE gp eM PR he SE ound, 
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“8 and alterations in themfelves when they come co hear. \ij 


fl 
and his Difciples, Mofes and the Prophers, nay God h 
voice ‘from heaven, faying , This is my Sonne , that ) ( 
they fhould not hear this, and receive him with all their }|0 
hearts, bur they did not hear his voice. One wold ja 
wonder tofee, that fuch' thmgs which a gracious heart. 10 
thinks, this would draw every hearc, yet main ee i 
hers j} 

which Angels wonder at, yet they hearnor. Oh they (b 

_ hearnot God {peak, they are dead in their graves, farre s/s 
from God ; and there they are kepr by the mighty power ain 
of Satan, like one ina deep dark cave, kept by fiery dra-\ sin 
gons under the ground, and the tombftone is laid upon iin 
them. If Chrift fpake he would make the dead co hear, in 
and the blind to fee. es =e a 
Use 2. Hence fee why the Saints find fuch changes yy 


Sometimes their hearts are quickned, fed and cherifhed {th 
healed and comforted, relieved and vifited; fomer ix 
time again dead and fenfeleffe, heavy and hardned: Mark, th 
8.17, 18,21. How is it ye do not underftand ? Nay which ii 
is more, thaethe fame trurh which they hear atone time, 

f 


-fhould affe& them,and at another time doth nor;the fame 
ching which they have heard a hundred iimes, and never | 
ftirr’d chem, as laft-fhouwld, The reaton is, they heard «iy 
rhe Word of God tpoken av one time, but not’God fpeak-. in 
ing; and they heard-the* Lord ‘peaking thar fame 
Word at another time; the Lord is in his Word at. jy 
onetime, the Word goes alone at another time 5 asin- se 
Eliah, the Lord was not. inthe whirlwind, but he fpake 9h 
ia the still voice, and hence there he ‘was to Elijah, 
Luke2g as. with 32. not that youare to lay blame on 
the Lord; for he blows where’ he liftech 5 but co make us 4 
fee’tis not in ourward means, nor “cis nor In Our OWN 4} 
_ Spirits to quicken our felves:;:andsto mekeous afhamed tly 
of our own darkaeffe, char whiten he fpeaks, yer we can- » 


norhear, there is fo mach) power of fpititual death and jy 
Satan yet within us, only our‘of his pitty he {peaks fome> 5 
times; notthatyou fhould defpife she ourward words 
No, no, the Lord is there fhining in Perfection of glory, 
and that which doch thee no good, the Lord makes | 
powerfull to fome others. Bur prize the Spirit of God i, 
im | 
| ) _- | 


Of Ineffectual Hearing the Vvord, 63 
in that Word, which alone can {peak to thee. 
Ufez:° Of dread and terrour to all unregenerate Ue 3. | 


I], men. Hence fee the heavy wrath of God againft rhem:they 
have indeed the Scriptures, and the precious Word of 1p 


I] God difpenfed to them ; bur the Lord never. fpeakes 
one word upto abe, Jfany one from whom we expect 
and look for love, paffe by us and never fpeak. 5 What 

nor fpeak a word? and we call to him and he will 

if not fpeak,we conclude heis angry and difpleafed with ns¢ 
| You look for love, do you not? you that hear every Sab- 
bath, and come to Ledtures, and you moft our; tis 

well,yes, you will fay, His love is better than Lfe,8c frowns 

‘| more bitter than death ; Love? wo to me ifthe Lord do 

‘Inot love me, better never been born. I hope he loves 

me. Happy Lif the mountains might fall on me, to crufh | 

| me in pieces if he loves me nor,&c. but confider if he loves 

Whe will then fpeak peace unfpeakable to thy confcience 

jwhen humbled, life to chy heart, joy in the Holy Ghoft, 

Wilfa. 57.19. Fohn6. 63. 1 Thef. x. 6. but look upon 

‘thy foul, and fee this day in the fight of God, whether 

‘ever the Lord fpake one word tc thee : outwardly indeed °) 

ahe hath, but not inwardly ;iawardly alfo,bur nde ffedu-. 

|fally, to turn them from darkneffe to light, and the power 

of Satan to God, ¢yc. The voyce of God is full of Majefty, 
lic fhakes the heart 3 ’tis fulloflife, ic quickens the dead, 
gand light, and peace, and gives wifdom to the fimple: Pf: 

119. Opening of thy word gives light to the eyes. How 
bee: ‘women, ever learning and never knowing, and 
limany men learning and knowing whatis faid, butne- 
liver hear God {peak ? Then know the wrath of the Lord, 

‘|fece and go home mourning under it. There is afour- 

Hifold wrath in this. ; 

1. Tis the Lords fore wrath and difpleafure ,Zach. 1.2- 

‘|pwith verf.4.1f one fhould expe@ love from another to do 
mach for him , awd he did.not, ic may be he would nor 

Ikake ic as a figne of difpieafure : but if he will nor doa 

imal! thing, not fpeak a word to him, oh this is bitter 5 

what will not the Lord {peak a word, not one words 

efpecially when thy life lieson ir, chy foullieson it, e- 

rernity lies on it, efpecially the Lord that is fo mercifull 

and and picrifull? this is a fign of fore anger. 

a ’Tis a token of Gods old difpleafure , eternall 

lifpleafure ; I know you cannot hear; hence though 

30d fpeaks, you hear him not: but why doth dp 
ee . the 


Vay 7 


beet 


flumbe 


nor thee by the Gofpel nor Law, neither where heuferh"? 
‘to anfwer. “Ff this anger were to"ceme, it were if 


tno 


Me 


heard the" 
know! 

fo, for 

i 

and if it be fo, you's 
he init 


| Of Ineffetinal Hearing the Word. os 
{pe generally written or fpoken ) {peaks particularly to the 
very heart ofa man; ..with a marvellous kind. of Majefty 
and glory of God ftamp’t upon it ; and fhining init... 

» When a man hears things: generally. delivered, -the 
bleffed eftate of the Saints, the curfed eftate of. the wick=. 
ed;. confolations to the one, curfes ro.the other, exhorta: 
tions to. faith and. obedience, to both. and.a,man, fits | 
by and never),thinks the, Lord: is.: now fpeaking, and 
pneans mes: Or ifit doth fo, yer thinks :-he intends meno 
more than others,:he .hears nor, the,Lord {peaking 5 for 
when-he fpeaks; he {peaks particularlyito.the very heart 
pf£a man s-hedorh fo, fic the word, 2o:him, ,whecher it be 
‘ae Word of che law: -to .humble shim, | or of . Gofpel.to 
romforts or of command, to guide,..as if che Lord meant 
meone bucthem.; 5... - BON OR ot aint F 
The word is like an,exaét pidure, ic, looks.every,man 
ip athe face chat-looks on it, if God.fpeaks.in it,Hch..4.125 
(P30. It fearcheth the; hearty verf..12. but verf. 13.he 
.igoeaks of God, how comes:-that.in,? becaule God, the,Ma- 
:|peftyof. God, comes: with ic when God. fpeaks.it 3 With 

phom weshaverdtives is that putin? becaufe when the 

(-ord {peaks, a may thinks now I have,to do with God, if 
sq refift L oppofe-a. God. Before thisa-mau thinks he hath 
jpathing tado with:God, they are {uch ftrangers. ..Hence 
} as one manis wrought on in.a.Sermon,. another, vor. 

10d hath fingled.out one, nor the ocher-chat day. Hence 
jeke.a man unhumbled,.‘he hears,.many things, and.;ic 
ay be underfiands not.s if fo, yet they, concern not him; 
ares and confcience is ftirr’d,, yer they think mam 
greans them, ahd{peaksby hap, andi others are as-bad.as 
ilecy, and his troubie|is-not.much... At Jaft he -heats.his 

reret ‘thoughtsand fins .difcovered, ail his life is made 
Ajnown, and chinks)’tis-the.Lord, verily chat hathdone 
{ignis 5 now God peaks, 1 Cor. 14. 25, thofe thingshe did 


ii cither believe. nor imagine; &c. John.4. a9. See she man, 


| bat bath. told ine: all, that ever I did, 7 Hence. take a foul. 
nats humbled, : ke heares of the free offer, of gracey,- he. 
pme. | Apply any-promile to ic, it, cafts by. all, it looks, 

‘|gpon them as things. generally {poken:s and) applyed. by, 
han, bue they hear,not, God. {peaking 5. but when.the: 

qpord comes, he doth fo. meet-with their objections,, and: 
peaks what they have been thinking, may be true ,..chat: 
rey think this is the Lord, this is tome, Hofea 2..14.I'le, 
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_ application of this purchafe by the Word, ‘tis of erer= 


. the man lives, che more he growsin the vertue and pows, 


. Pa aie * « " %) ai 4 eee ~> 4 Gh . Tae! ail 
sine sabpaanaccbicll Ore. 
| fpenk to her beart ¢ and hence’tis called the ingraffed word 


ftock.: Job 33.114, 16. ° © 


°.'9, Thevoice of the Lord doth not only’ fpeak particu- | 
larly; ‘but it goes further: 3° it comes not only withan Al- | 


J 


mighty power, but witha ‘cercain everlafting efficacy and| 
power onthe foul. Thus ’tis here, verf. 38. Ze have not 

his word inyou, they had itouc of them 5 and not a 

tible | 


you, but abiding in you; 1 Pet. 1.23. born of incorrup 


feed,the Apoftle feems to fpeak of a kind of birth by cor- | 
fuptible feed, and fuch are like “goodly. flowers: which | 


foon wither, but you are born of incorruptible feed, which | 


hath an eternal! favour,fweemeffe and power. Mat. 13. 


of the four grounds thrée of them fall away. Joba 1 §-16. | 


Their fruit does nor remain: they have fomie living affe- 
ion atthe prefent, ‘but they go away-and it dies. Look 
but upon particulars, doth che Lord! once‘fpeak by the! 
Word, and humble the heart 2° it never lifts ap its head 
nioré ; doth he reveal ‘the glory of Chrift?. that lightne- 
ver goes out more. Fas 60. 19. 2 Coram 4, 5. Asatche 
firft Creation, there was light, and Woiiinces co chis 


day; fodothhe givelife, John 11. 26.°¥on fhall never) 
die more ; doth he give peace and joy? no man fhall take | 
“Fruit: of Righteouf-) 
nefle and Peace,-and affurance for ever. Dothhe give the | 


their joy from them.-: Ifa. 32. 17. 


Spiric of all thefe, which Gal. 3. comes by hearing of 
faich ? ic fhall abide forever, Joba 14..17.: es) 
- That look as Gods love is everlafting, | fo his words 
have an everlafting excellency and efficacy in them,-and 
goodneG in them, the fweereft roker of his love: and.as 
Chrifts purchafe is only of eternal! good things5 fo rhe 


nall worth : peace, but peace eternal 5 life, light, favours 
joy, but joy erernal ; like Muftard feed, though very lite; 
tle, yet mighty in increafe, and never fubdued again 5 fo, 
chat though ir be burlierle, yer ’cis eternal ¢ -and hence, 
obferve where God hath fpoken effedually, the longer 


er of the word 3 another chough wonderfully ravifhed for, 
atime, yet'dies, moft commonly ‘outwardly in externall 
Profeffion, but ever in inward favour 5 fo that when you; 
hear the word, and it moves you, -affedts you, and Jobr 
is a'burning light, andyou rejoyce thereim, but ‘tis but for a) 
feafon. The cvill Spiric comes.on you, and David playes, 
da . upon 


| F 
James ‘1: 21. like one branch of many, applied to the}, 
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| Of Ineffettual Hearing the Word. 
: : _ upon his Harp, and Minifters preach weet things, but ds 
Mi foon asthé Mufick is done, rhe evill Spiritreturns, f fay 
H], yoturnever heard the Lords voyce. The peace gad ioy 
Ni of rhe Logd enters into Ererniry, and the Apoftle eca 
Ni) preflycals him an onfruicfoll hearer, Fames i. 24° that 
| fees bis face and forgets himfelf. A graciousheartcan fay,’ 
MY Thi’ peace thall goro heaven; and joy, and love, aud, 
My fear, it's part of eternall glory. said 
_ 3. The voyce of the Lord comes not only thus pars 
_Micularly, and witheternal efficacy, but with iuch effica> 
"a cy as carries unto, and centers in Chrift; fo’tis here: For 
i | bim whom God hath fent, you belicve not. John 6. ax. 
| (They fhalt be taught of God: wherein doth that appear ? 


i | Chrift, poor and undon, Rom.to.4.ifthe word gives peace 
Me cochem, ’tisfucha peace, which ar the laft they find in 
| | Chrift,Eph. 2..17,18.with 14. i! itlive holily,ir lives unto 
| 
| 


~humblesthem, it’sfuch ahumblingas drives chem unto 


e | Chrift,not meerly as to God, and to quiet contcience,uato 
-aCreator, as Adam, bur for Chrifisfake. 2 Cor. 5. 14. 


Ml 15. We judge that if we were dead, and Chrift dyed for usy - 


mand 5 oh that { may live to honour Chrift, and wrong 
himno more! Duties; Oh the eafie yoke of Chrift! They 
i look upon the whole word rightly difpenfed asthe bride- 
i] grooms voice, and truly his words are fweet. 
MI |. Fora man may have fome fuch fear, reformation, af. 
Ny fection, as may continue, but never carry him out of hin 
a felfunto Chrift. The Pharifees knew the law, were ve: 
iy “exact even till their death,profited as Paul {aid he didsyo> 


| 
- - 

Q | --grace3Oh the love of Chrift!oh the blood of Clirif! com- 
| 


Mil they had notthe word abiding in then; beeaif: you 
iy driven cut of them(elves to Chrift,to reft there: © 
dl) Hence whes-men shall hear many things 5 brgte what 


iy enddo you hear, or what vertue have the thos Yo 
Hy hear? Do they only pleafe fancy for atime?) o: do.954 
Nd hear to incteafe your knowledge & parts; or doyou fear 
iy for cuftome and company, aud to quiet confciency ¢ or Are 


NM you affected and funk, bucnor driven by all to fay ey 


Mi} head.on Chrift? the Lord never fpake yer rs thee } 6h 


Al] she word hath laid you on this fomdation, truly t’s 4 -. 
me ye | H 
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they fhall hear, and learn fo as.to come to mes if thelaw 


vat we 
ws 


98 Of ingen. 


ad ‘ : pr 1M 0 
is.done and ended, Gods e1 


_theughe the man hath fpoken to you, your hearts have 
then fwollen againft him? or have you thus heard, but all 


~ have you had fome powerfull ftroke which remains, 


disnow attained, &e. 

_ Ohery your felves here, have you heard, but neve 
heard the voyce of the Lord, rufhing upon thee with 
Majefty, {peaking to thy heart, and the very fecrets ofit 
but have faid, Thisis for others, and whef you have 


dies and withers like flowers?the fame heare ftill , or 


it forceth you not eut of your felves to Chirift, there te 


: or oe . t e r i Ai) 
reft, there tojoy, there tolive, chere to die? truly yo j 


time hath been {pent in vain, you never yet heard the: 


Lord fpeak. Oh mourn for it, thou art fiilfin thy blood, i 
ifhe never faid Live; inthy bondage, if the Lord neve i 


faid, Come forth. This isthe condition of many to be- 
lamented with tears. But if thou haft thus heard particu 


arly, andthough but little light, life andpeace, yet it 
\ is of eternal efficacy, and all to draw thee to Chrift; then 
bleffe the Lord: For bleffed ave your ears that hear, and 
fay as Mofes faid, Deut. 4.32. Ask, if ever People beard 
God {peaking and live. The Apoftle, Heb. 12. 24: makes: 
‘ita greater matter to come to hear God on Mount Stam, 


05}.But may not may, fthe Saints hear,& hear the ri 
1 


and yet live; Bleffed be God live. 


fpeak ; but nor feel. this everlafting power and efficacy? © 
Anfw- 1 would not lay a foundation of unthankfulneffe, 


nor difcourage any 3 and therefore, note for anfwer thefe 


particulars. as oay ih 
1. There may be an eternal efficacy of the Word, and 


yet lye hid, and not felt for a time. The Word is com- 
pared, you know, to feed, and that in this refpedt; the: 
feedicis caft under the clod in the winter-time, and it 
hath a vertue in ir to grow 3 but itis hid,and comes not to” 


blade, of a good while, and when it doth blade, | 
yetit bears nor fruit of along time: So here, the Lord’! 
ray caft the feed of his Word into the heart 5 but wt 
' qr ishidden for a time, itis not fele as yet, but. there it iss 
a word ofthreatning, a word of promi‘e, a word of Come‘! 
mand; aman may caftit by, and fay, Jt belongs notto | 


me;atanmay flight rhe command for atime ;, Yet not- 


withftanding,the Lord having caft his feed into the hearts | 
ic fhall {pring up. . As many acchild, the father {peaks to i 


ae ° 


it, and applies the word home toit, when itis of fome | | 
years, the child regards itnor: But now flay lamps Sees : 


i 
* | 
ay 
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| Of teffettual Hearing the Word. 
tillthe Lord do bring ic into fome fad affliGion ; now a 

iiman begins to think, I remember what my Father {pake 

Wome once, and {regarded it not then: Now this feed 

Which was caft when che child was young, it fhall {pring | 
Hip cwenty years after. Fohp.2.22. Chrifthad faid, He 
would deftroy the Temple, and-raife it again in three dayes : 

HNow when he was rifen fromthe dead, his difciples remem- 
ived that which he Bad {pokento them, but they regarded’ 
r not before 5 Thefe things, faith Chrift, have I fpoken ta 
ou whiles I was with you; but when the comforter is comes 
je fall bring all thefe words to your remembrance that I have 
aid unto you. One fentence ic may be that hath difcover= - 
damans fin, iclieshid; bue when the time of ripening 
raws near,you fhal fee the word will have marvelous ine 

fireafe 5; and that fin it may be will bring tomind twenty 

gs ; and that promifeé@f God which gives buca litle - 
Wonfolation, confider’d inicfelf, it fhall give marvelous . 
pnfolatien. One would wonder to fee what one-word | 
Will de, when the Lords time of bleffingitiscome. 

lg 2. After that a Chriftian hath had the feeling of the — 

laticacy of the word, he may lofethe feelmg ofitagain, = 
nd yet the being of it may remain; and the reafon is this, | 

jiprtly becaufe there is not alwayes need of feeling the 

| ke efficacy in the word. A man may have by the word 

amarvelous deal of affurance of Gods love, and fenfe of 

ifercy and joy in che holy Ghoft, he may have this in 

We feeling of ic: This word, itdid lye hid for atime s 
\erward it {prings up and. gives him peace. Bur he tofes 

is peace again, his Sun do’s fet, and it is midnight with 
{ich him within twenty four hours,.and he is asmuch 

fache dark as before 5 Now. the being, of this peace is 
Were, buche hath no need of the feeling of it arall times; 

Me Lord he will referve that tillfome time of centation, 

iwate he fhall meec withall...As Paul, he had marvel- 

ms Revelations ; but Pax/ had more need of humiliation, 

an exaltation; and there was not that ule of Pauls ha- 

Wg thofe glorious manifeftationsto him; Iwill glory in 

UW infirmities: There was need for Paul to know the 
lsof his heart, that he might walk humbly 5 ard it did 

4 make fo much for the glory of rhe Lord, as this, that 

[#L thould fay, [have this mifery and darknefs, and fins, 

Hf. yet Jefus Chrift he will. cake away all.- There was 

Hi need for Paul to have thofe joyesat all times, that he 

#i at one fime, Sothe Lord he givesa Chiiltian my 3 

ill : H 2 | and 


i 
‘ 
, 


Te eee ss Pa Seen 


heVvord, 


“are 


-" 
vad 
4 if 


100 «Of Incffctiual Hearing the V. 
and peace, now there is a Chriftian to have | 
jralwayes. I will pour flosds of water on dry ground : 
Joved, if there fhould be nothing but rain, rain eve-| 
ry day and night,the ground would be glutted with rain, 
and fo turned into a puddle;but when the land is dry andi i 
thirfiy, now the ground hath need of rain: Let the) 
Earth make ufe ofthat rain it hath: and when itis dry if 
and thirfty, 1 will give more, faith the Lord. Savi 
the Lord he gives the foul joy and peace;Now,if it fhouldip 
continue, the very peace and joy of God, would not belli 
‘pleafant co the foul 5. or atleaft, not fo pleafane as itt 
willbe, whenthe Lord takesit away, and gives it che'th 
foul again. A Chriftians comes co the meeting-houfe, andilt 
the Lord fills the failes ofa poor foul, thache wondersim 
: the Lord fhould meet him, and fpeak fo fuirably co him iiti 
-Buras foon as he is gone outagaingypts is the complaint obit 
the foul, allisloft again 3 nowthe foul it fals a mourem 
ning agam. It is not for che glory of God to give them 
foul fuch peace out of his Ordinances, as he doth in cheesy 
the foulic would not prize the Ordinances of the Lorde 
© fomuch 5 yetthere itis 5 and when they come againyn 
’ the Lord, heeither gives them the fame refrefhings a 
gain, or elfe there isa new fpring. ES "y 
' 3, The eternall efficacy of the word and voyce of God i 
3 it may be preferved jn aninternall fpirit of prayer, fon 
the continuance of it while he hath it, and for the res 
turn ofic when it is loft. Pfalm. 119. 4, $. Thou il 
commanded us to keep thy precepts diligently. David he knew 


his own weaknefs ; yet he intimates with what power bit 
came on his heart: Ob that my foul were directed to eep thpiy 
fratutess When the foul feesthe beanty of a command) 
and the good will of God, how fweer it is, and how amit); 
able the way and work of Godis; Oh that my heart meri! 
divested to keep thy ftatutes. And fo when itis gone, Pfalli 
63.3. My foul thirfteth after thee, Lord, faith. David, thay, 
Imay fee thy glory and power, asI havefeen theeinth) 
fanéluary. He doth not fay, that 1 may-fee thy ‘glor!: 
and power inthy fan@uary, though tharmight be £005n¢)} | 
Latthat Tmay fee thy glory and power, as.1 have feen they 
inthy fanumy: David he did find a wantof feeing biti 
ashe had done’: yeozhe'vertue of it did! remain in a {pil 
rit’ of thirfting, and defire:: My foul thirrfteth. for the| 
as ina dry land where no water is, that I may fee thee. 44 
Chtifiian may have at fome time fuch a glimple(in hearin | 
RNS wt . t 


al 
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NI foul lofes ic. Now the foul thinks, P have loft the efficacy 
of Gods word, butit is not fo; for thus ic may be 
| ipreferved. Oh that I may feethis God as I have done: 


pAnd all his life-time the foul may find the want of this, 


| 
| 


f 
I 


( 


the Lord hath given oncea glimpfe of ‘his glory; the 
foul it cannot be atreft, bur it breatheth for more ofthat 
Namercy and prefence_; a Chriftian may find his fpi- 
i rit’ marvelloufly ‘refrefhed at the word, he may tafte 
how good the Lord is, and he may lofe ic again : but this 
aay be preferved in a fpirit of longing after this God, and 
Wrefence again. And I will fay this, Brethren, A 
i-hriflian may find no good by the word to his appre- 

enfion; he fees the admirable blefled eftate of the Saints, 

ind exceeding riches of God in Chrift, (ees the fweerneis of 
the waies ofGod;goes home & thinks within himfelf,Hap- 


Wan walk thos with God ; Burl cannot, faith che foul: f 
fl y itmaay find it thus, when heeannor find the reall ef- 
cacy of the word as he would do} he may receive she 
M@acnefic of that word, ifthe Lord dobut only give hima 
Waeartco defire it. Oh thar the Lord would but this mae 
im feft himfelf to me; the foal may go away poor and 
‘i mngry from the word, andthe Lord may yer relesvea 
iimirit of thirfting after that good which aman defires to. 
| 'd 5 and there is the efficacy of che word there. 
my As now there are two golden veffels ; one aman fills, 
ad it isevery day dropping, and he preferves it ana- 
Wee veffel he do’s nor fill,but with fomthing that he hath, 
My is every day widening of it. So fome Chaittians, 
iE Lord he’s a filling of them; others, the Lord he do’s. 
i fil chem with fuch peace and joy; ay, but thouch the 
Ward is nor filling of them, he isa widening of them : 
ga ve is fuch a vertue that che Lord do's enlarge the hearer 
ie i fecret defires and longings after more of Gods grace, - 
Wa. Chrifts : The Lord he faith, 1 intend: to make this 
Mp a veflellof glory 5 and I intend he thall have 4 great 
iga! Of gloryand peace atthe laft. The Lord h¢ leaves 
i | eas 3 fuck 


if 
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ii the word) of Gods grace, of the exceeding riches of 
ii Gods grace, and the love of God to him, that he may 
1} be ina little heaven ac that time 3 ravifhed in the admira- 
tion of that mercy, thatever God fhould look tohim. Ie 
Isfo, and the word fayes fo, and the foul is ravifhed | 
with wonderment atit 5 yet God is gone again, and the 


& yer itmay be preferved ina fpirit of prayer. For whem 


| y they that are in this condition: Bleffed are they that 


5s 


fuch an impreffio 


 fulneffe and love to the Lord, 
~ that-it finds by the word fometimes. 


- 'yighteous judgements 5 and the favour and feeling, ang 


- ispreferved ina fpiric of thankfulncfle and praife, thay, 


~ drawn him to himielf 5 a Chriftian ic may be he may lo 


- preferyed, by nourifhing, increafing and reftoring ¢ 


y 


rhe fweer and favour of the word.is gone, of tk 
fulneffe and love tothe word that doth remain 5” 


Lord he prefetves the efficacy of rhe word inthis way 


Pfal. 119. 7. Ifball, faich David, then praife thee with up, 
vightneffe of heart, when I fhall have learned thy vighteo 


Of 


judgements. The Lord he may teach his people hiya, 


‘ftrength of them ro their feeling may be gone,, and yeti), 


everthe Lord fhould fhew it fuch mercy. When thi 
‘Spirit is gone,the fpirit of love and thankfulneffe remains, 
As now aman hath heard the word, the Lord. he hati 
effectually wrought on him, and changed his heart, tof 
ih 

thofe forrows and humiliations, and the remembrance jj, 
thofe thingssyet there remaineth co his dying day this Spi 
rit, he bleffech God, and wondereth at God, that eve, 
he fhould make the word effedtuall 5 that hefhould Leavy. 
fomany thoufands in the world , and caft his skire ove 
him, and fay tohim, Live 5 this do’sremain fill. 4) 
Brethren, the Lord do’s fometimes let light intoa many, 
mind to difcover his fin: now this lightit do’s not feat 
bly overcome the pawer offin: Bue now che foul ble; 

- feth God for that word which hath convincedit; had; 
never feenmy fin, faith the foul, I fhould never a fougl,, 
for power againft it, and pardon ofits and this CONTINU,» 
now, and cannot burcontinue 5 here is the efficacy of th,, 
word, the word of Gods grace; though the flower of, 
be gone, yet there is an erernal power of the word ; thi); 
the foul can fay, It hath come tome, and helped mes, 
gainft rhefe fins; and the foul wonders at the Lord} 
fhould be fo much as itas.,. So again, a Chriftian he finy); 
marvellous refrefhings and affection whiles heisa h¢,,, 
- ging ; when he is gone away, he finds nor the fame, tj, 
- he bleffeth God for thofe affections he finds, and the), 
remains an eternall efficacy of rhe word. ie. 
g. The eternall efficacy of the word, it may be and), 


: oe 
a ‘a 


of tifitat 


ring the Word. 
the word hath; the firitis tobeget aChriftian to life, 
and this new manis eternall. _ I conceive all the a@ions 
of the new man may be fafpended, and the increafings of 
the new creature may be decayed, though God doth re- 
}puew itagain : Buc thisnever do’s decay, irnever dies: 
I He that is born of God cannot fin, becaufe he is born of God; 
1] 4nd becaufe the feed of God remains inbim. % 
i] .2- There’ is efficacy in the word when it hath begot- 
Hgcen a man to nourifh himup 3 and f0 the word itis food 
gco him, that was feed to him ro beget him, which food is 
icternall. How isiteternal ? Isic inchis, chatnow the 


nd 


Ma doth refrefhityim, fhall laft in ir felf? No, but in this re- 
Wm pect it is eremall, in chat ic leaveth its fecret vercue ia 
Mache nourifhing of that which is erernall. Asnow Adam 
INMwhen he was in innocency, and-had an immorta!! body, 
Mghis food it fhonld have been an immortal! food to him; 
Mpbut how fhould that have been? fhould he alwayes have 
iWMhad the fame firength, fromthe fame diet, which he ate’ 
tong before ? No, ‘but in this refpea it fhould have been 
Mean immortail food to him, in that ic was to nourifh that 
Wwhich was to be eternal: Soiris here, the word of Gods 
i" Fee begets aman, it humbies a man, and draws the 


Withat Gad {peaks co the foul in the word,thar hath an eter- 
inal verrne, in coat i doca nourifh up thenew crearure; 
i-he word hatha fecret vertue in it for this end.I wil fhew 
Wc youthus; I/a.¢8.11. The Lord he profeffes to his people 
ii hy foul fhalbe as a wacei’d garden,theLord wil makethe 
ff ouls of his people like watered gardens,in peace, and joy, 
iidand life. Now look as if fobe Trees by water or by fome 
Wi prings that run by ir, and flide away, and ye cannor tell, 
Wiwvhich it isthat makes themto grow 5 yet ye know this, 
( | there isin all of them joyned together, a fecret infenfible 
vertue 5 that every one of them addes fomerhing coche 
Walourifhing of the Tree : So iris here, the Saints of God, 
he word of God it comestothem, and paffes by them ; 
Wand ye cannoctell whether this pare or chat parr ofthe 
Wiword leave any vertue, bur many times a man feelsno 
iWvertue 5 yetitis manifeft, here is aflourifhing Chriftian, 
Bere is heart, and life, and peace thatit hath with God, 


jatead the foul it remains flourifhing 5 there is a fecret ver- 


WMue, allthe words thatran by and paffe by the fouls of 
if cue ts _ Gods 


| 
| 
| 
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new man thatiserernall. There isa double efficacy that 


mpweetneffe, favour and remembrance of every thing chat. 


oulto Chrift ; buc afterwards, there are many things’ 
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¢ reatrvellons siiestAn m 
ig like watered gardens, and 
c by che way you that live under: ( 
r fouls fhall.be like wa fae 
dens 5 if? God have fpoken to you fiift or laft, the 
fpeaks many timesto you, fometimes SEN) and fome = ; 
times warning, fometimes convincin " humbling, i 
and {peaking Peace, and there is a verrue eek remaines,. (\h 
andif ye find irnor, know chat Ged hath not. ead 
6 you. “ Gare a 
rae if 6. The: eternall efficacy of the word may be wrefe fevedh q 
' Inapower of Conflict againitthe power of fin: for there-" i) 
in the Lords power of the Word does principally. ap- ) )\C 
pe chislife, though norin a power of victory, J mean | ; 
complear victory yet an imperfect and } incokipleat vido- - hh 
ry there ever is firft or lait, where ever thereisa pow- | 
ér of Confit. Imean hus, he Word ac fingles a man ‘i 
out, and fpeaks te his heart, & fers him at variance wich 11 
. Kishin, and with | himfzlf for his fin, and hejoynes fidg le 
with God in the vfe of all UIEARES: thach's umobcht_vir. gi 
~ © — hearcand proud Spirit may be fubdueds irf-ts him ar va- J 
riance with his fin now there ts maily-a Ghriftan thinks ; if 
ey no power ofthe Word: oh amy unbelief conti- {|} 
v 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


_ . Gods reople, they do 
ek the foules of Gods pe 
tm “jncreafe in grace. Not 
| she means of uae ¥ 


wes fii} aud my vain mind, and I cat fiid lirtle flrengchs 1 
as ye ni nor look for a power. of conpleat victory, am it | 
yetthereisa power of Confit? ; God he firs the f nul f 
at an everlafiing diflance with his fin, never go be re- 
gonciled, and Jooks tothe Lord, thac by his Wordand | 
Spitit he would fubdse them, that fo he may fee the desth 
of chem, & he ides withthe Lord in the ufe of all. means, > 
pled co the Word, and. eon gs ro Prayer, and (ayes, 

peah age ainil my fix Lope's Lar dawe ft: thefe diftempers: 8c. 
mete foulischus arvaciznce with his fia, ithoug his. i 
Pomptani ns do: §GtY wind and hill of fiim, he goes. Baitly 
gud tothom again; and though he perifheth, and never ) 
have tnercy from the. Lord sels Lord, hac I may never fia o. 
againit thee mere, help therefore , Lord, hy this prog | 

Knife, and mercy and means, and here he keeps him, an 
here h he hokis. Truly, brechren, here isan eternall a 
tue, and fuch a verte asno hypocrites haye, thac have, 
fome iting of confciesce, and atter chey have fome peace, , 
they are ar truce with 1 cheir fins. No, there.is an evere| 
lsing confiét and warfare, and! doaffure you there mt 
an ¢verlatin ag power gone forth. Mat. 12. 2c. Chrift, 
wi 


: ee 


Sea 
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will not break.the bruifedreeed, nor quench the (moaking flac, ’ 
ff ill judgement come to vidfory3 "Thereforeitheres ney be 
HI judgement, butic may not come co victory, there may 
be fmoak and fire, and. it may almoft go out. iand the 
Lord he blowes ic-up. again,and at the lait, though ir 
i be weak and little , and he think wich. . himfelf he fhall 
never get ftrength again, yet the Lord will give victory in 


his time... Piece heii pic emi yey frie at 
Wi. Only be cautious here 3 Itold you there is an incom- 
Wi pleat vidory, the Lord neverfets his people. at variance 
\§ with their fin,but they have vidtory,but it’s an incompleat 
{ victory; Saith the Lord , Iwill. drive out the Hittites, and 
\§ Canaanites, and Perizzites before you, but I-will-do it. by: 
ll Little and little. There is many a Chriftian chat findes 
‘Wf within himfelfa Spiric of warfare againit his fin, and did 
‘Wi he examin himfelf; he fhould finda Spiricof-viory.5 
if but hee thinkes he hath: none becaufe his yi@ory isnot 
ji compleat.. If he hada heart.fo to. believe as never to 
: {a coubr more, and fuch quickning as never to be dead more, 
“never to depart from God more, now I fhould think the 
‘I Word comes with power; but J find that thefe evils .~ 
prevaile againft me. . There is many aonedoes{corn the © 
kindneffe of Chrift, becaufe he finds not compleat.viéto- 
ry, butdartkneffe remaines ftill, and finfull lofts remain 
ig itil, therefore the Word doth me no good arcall,faizh he. 
Tbe Lord he: hath given theea Spiricof Confli@, and 
“Wj frach fcc chee acan everlafting diftance with thy fin, and. 
he doth give thee fome victory. Beloved, a Chriftian may 
|g decay in che power of the grace of Chrift, which he hath 
sig received frcm the Word, and voice of God in the Word, 
i and he may decay, and grow coa very low eftate 5 yet he 
(Wd fhall find this, che Word ofthe Lord hath come with 
power to him, ir will recover his foul agam,. and fo the 
il efhicacy of the Word. is eternall.. Pfalm. 72. itsfaid of 
d Chrift,..chathis People fhall fear him fo long as Sun and 
if] toon. fhall endure, that. is, continually, all their life-. 
time. ic may be faid, there be many that~find decay 
ef their fervice and obedience, and lofe.cheir. fear of 
the Lord, and their dread, and their humble walking 
before him, He fhall come as the rain on the mowen 
A gvaffe: many cimes a C hriftian hath his flourifhing time as 4 
«§) the grafle, burwhenthe graffe is mowen, it isasa dry 
iM) chip; foche foul tt may grow dry, asdryasa chip. Now - 
} where is your fap and fayour? but Itcll you, if you belong - 
igs to 


106 Of deft 
oe tothe Lord Jefus, ch 
| God fet on'by the Spi 
the rain on the mew 


ic will fall again, the Word of | 
- of Chrift, it fhall fall upon y 
newen grafle , and you know that it ree 
= covers ‘Livtle by little, and puts on agrees Coe aa ia | 
ae Here isthe eternal love of the Lord Jefus tohis People, _ 

en and thus the eternal ¢ cacy of the word does continue. 
fez. __ 3« Ufeiso€ exhortation.’ Oh Brethren and beloved 
Hi a in the Lord Jefus, may a Ghriftian hear the Word of God 
i - fpoken, ‘and yet: never hear'God {peak ? ‘may he hear id 
a externally‘and inot internally? then reft nor in external 
| oa , hearing, and'with fome little ‘movings, and affe@ions, 


and ftirtings ofthe Word of Gods grace in hearing. Let 
- northe Word'be to you as the found of many waters, and | 
-anoife, no éfficacy of the Word that do remain en your 
-foules.* Brethren and beloved in Chrift, Zlaymy finger | 

on thefore ‘in thefe times.’ ‘Oh the contempt of the Go- 
fpel of Chrift, though I believe it hath its efficacy in the | 
heart of che Eleé&: chatis the thing that I preffe, never | 
be content with external hearing, chough thou mayeft 
have fome affection, and know new things, unleffe thou, 

\ find the Lord ‘fpeaking with an eternall efficacy to thy 
foul.’ Tconceive two things are to be done, that the 
wotd may come with an everlafting efficacy ; although | 
-  fomething''is tobe done ‘by ‘Minifters; that is, to preach | 
truth, and Gofpel-truth, ferch’t from heaven with many 
prayers,& foaked truth with many tears. Ze fhall know the 
truth,dy that truth fhal make you free.Convidting trath. We. 
preach, faith the Apoftle, in the demonftration of the Spirit. 
The Spirit of God when he commeth, he convinceth the world 
offin. Let Miniftesdofo. Preach convincing truth and 
Gofpel-truth,, fetch’d from heaven, and bathed ‘ia tears. 
Oh brethren, let the fire burn’ clear, let'there ‘nor be | 
more fmoak: than fire, ic will never come with power | 
then 5 convincing Gofpel-trath, fet on by the demonftra-_ 
tion ofthe Spirit of the Lord, and chis will fer a Chrittian — 
at liberty; there is never fuch a Sermon that the faith- 
ful ones of God preach to ‘you's ifit come not witha 
power toloofen you and call you home}; itcomes with a 
power to blind you : itis‘ ar ax at the root of the Trees 5 
but {leavethis. What means ought the peopic toufe, © 


FEO ee mar. Se 


thatthe Word of God may come with efficacy ? 
Them that are in ‘theirunregenerate eftate, the Lord 
Only knows ‘how to work on cheir hearts ; they muft 
come tothe outward means.I (peak to the Sainzs of God,” 4 
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earing the VVord, 
‘leave othersto the infinite mercy of the Lord It is: not 
in bim that willeth or runneth, but in. the Lord that fheweth 
merc» Anctheufeof means. © 
1. Means... Donot only fee thy infirmities and weak- 
li neffes,but pray to God to give thee a heart bleeding under 
ii the fenfe of thy many infirmities. . Many times men {light 
them, and arenot fenfible of them; Jdo not fay wicked- 
nefles and wilfulneffes, but thy infirmities and weaknel- _ 
tig 6fes, get a heart mourning under them, -A Chriftian 
i is made up of infirmities and weaknefles, a man 
i «would .not think there is that in another, which 
1m he knows by. himfeif.. Oh brethren, labour for a broken 
heart in the fenfe of your many infirmities and weaknef- 
ta fes, darkneffe and enmity, vanity and unfavourineffe, the 
(Lord will have his time to fpeak to fuch a foul. Break up 
the fallow ground of your hearts, ——— left my wrath break_ 
out with fire’: che Lord hath. promifed. to dwell with the 
tll poor and contrite. Look asit was with our Saviour Chrift, 
they brought the fick and the lame ones to him, and ver- 
tue went out from Chrift to heal them all. Bring thy 
fick and blind heart to Chrift, and vertue fhal! go forth 
from Chrifttohealic. © ©.) | iM BORE s 
2. Drawnear to God in the Word, by looking onit as 
God fpeakingto thee. Weare far from God, andthere- - | | 
_: fore we cannot hear him: draw near to him when you | : 
come to the external. Word, ‘when you come to Ses 
hear the Word, hear it as the voyce of God; , oe 
You heard the Word as the Word of God , which you felrin * T age 
you. Jdonot {peak thac the foul fhould take every thing oe 
_. that Miniftersfpeak as che Word of God, buatthat which 
_ + isthe Word of God, take iras ‘God fpeaking.. I am nor 
able to expreffe the infinire unknown fweetnefle, and 
mercy, and prefence of God , that you fhall find thus 


comming. I know ic isa common'truth, but lam nor a- 
fhamed totell you, Ihave not for many a year under- 
ftood this truth, and I fee bu little ofit yet 5: yehave 
heard ofict, bur ye do not underftand what it isto hear 
God fpeaking. When God hath an: intent toharden a 
maans heart and to damn him, either he fhall havea pre- ° 
judice againft the man, or elfe if he hath not a prejudice 
againft the man, there is afecret loathing of the truth, 
in regard of the commands of it, and that is all, and the 

| Lord he hardens, and blinds, and prepares for eternal - 

] © guin, allthe men inthe world by this means , that is 

under 


Of Ineffectual HearingtheVVord. 
under the means: | When tt ¢ Lord fpake to Samuel, 94. 
muel heatd.a voyce, but he heard it nor as “fpoken t 
God,but when he took Elies counfel, and faw: it was the 
Lord that fpoke; now he liftens to the voice of the Lord, 
andnow the Lordopensall hismindtohim; 

3: Do nor truft a” ap word. Jc is a heaven on 4/1 
earth to hear the word exalced, a glorious thing to hear ) | 

; the word of God as Gods word; but truft to the free grace jj 
: of God in it, and the Spirit of God in'Chrift co fet on chat 1 
_ «Word. When they brought the lame, and blind, and halt. |/} 
( 

t 


J 
I 


to Chrift, they looked for the Word andthe Power of its 
Speak the Word, Lord, and thy fervants fhall be whole jsfo } 
bring you blind, lame, and halt fouls co Chrift, and croft ) 
to the free grace of the Lord, Jef Chrift. The Work of the 
Lord it fhall profper in his hand; fo the Word of the Lord f 
it fhall profperinhishandalfo. 
Lafily, fo feek the Lord, and fo hear the Word, fofee -, 
the truth, and fo hear the truth, as thae you layup your | 
happineffe ia this world, inclofing with the truth and_ , 
with the word. Brethren,whacis a mans happinefs in hea+_ 1 
- ven, burto-clofe with,God and. Chrift2. Icanmnorcome to, 
God now, the moft that Ican have of God now isin his. | 
word 5. ifit be happinefs in heaven to clofe with Godin 
Chrift, truly then itis a mans happinefle to clofe with , 
God in his word on eatth; and if it be your happinefs,lay  ; 
up your happinefs in it. My fon, faith Solomon, if thou wilt sh 
hear my words,let themnot depart from thine eies, keepthem  , 
__ inthy middeft of thy heart; placethy happinefsinthem. So 
| Shall they be life to thy foul.  Nevertheleffe Brethren, leta “ 
mans foul, be fecupon anything in the world, when he b| 
comes to hear, befides»the word ; if he lay nor up». 
his happineffe in clofing with the word; truly, the word, . | 
it will be like a fongto him. . The Propher Ezekiel tells ] 
them,Thetr hearts were gone after their covetoufnefs: When. - , 
a man comes tohear a Sermon, there is aSermon 
and the Market, there isaSermon anda friend tofpeak 
withall; andfomany young people will go abroad to. 
~ hear Sermons; What is the end ofit ? Itis,that yee. 
may get wives and husbands many of you; :burit is nor 
yout blefledneffe co clofe with the Lord inhis word. E- 
have known fome men that have hada diftafte againft — 
the truth of the Lord 5 and. J have known them for, . — 
many a day, they have not bee able to underftandthe 
truth of the Lord, When itfhall be thus with a oe crag 
z . nat 


a ae” See 


a 


| Of Ineffeual Hearing the VVord. 

that a mans heart is fet on fomething elfe befides the 
il. word of the Lord, thar it is noc my happineffe to clofe 
WW wich the truth of the Lord; fuch a man fhall never under- 
1] fland the truth of the Lord. Though the word be fweet 
ro you fometimes, ifyour bleffednefle do not lye in 
Hl this, toénjoy God 5; Oh this Gofpel of Ged, and thefe 
Commands of God, that your bleffednefle do not lye 
-incleaving to the Lord in his word 5 fay , it isa cer- 
4 tain truth, you fhall be blinded and harned by the word : 
Wi For hereis aRule; Whatfoever a mans hearris fet on, 
as his chiefeft good, the prefence of that good it 
comes with power: Sohere, the precious Gofpell of 
|i Chrift, when the pretence of it commands the heart, no- 
i thing is good enough forit, and ic clofech with it, and 


4 with Chrift in ic. 


I befeech you. therefore, Beloved in Chrift, fer 

upon the ufe of thefe meanes, think within your felves , 

What if the Lord had left me without the word? J will 

tell you what ye would have been. Look upon thefe 

poor Indians, herdsofBeafts; look upon others on theit 
i ree tonietere enemiesro the Lord, fuch a one thou hadit 

i been. 

This bleffed word and voyce of God, every tittle 
_ofit coftthe blood of Chrift 5 written allthe linesofic 
in the blood of Chrift. Oh, make much of tc, aad. it will 
make much of you ; it will comforr you, and fireegthea 
you, and revive you; & ifthe word come nor with power, 
ye fhall. be under’the power of fomething elfe5 ifnot 
under the power ofthe word, then underthe power 
of fome luft. Whatisthe reafon thatthefe poor-crea- 
if cures, that are come to the tryall for life and death , that © 
have fallen into fuch finnes as were never heard of? 
We What is the reafon that they are under the power of 
HW) cheirdufts 2 Twill tell you what Solomon faith, Afy, fon, - 

i) if wifdome enter into thy heart, and difcretion be. pleafant. © 
to thy foul, it fhall keep thee fromthe ftrange woman, and 
‘finful companion. Jfirbe pleafaar, here is the reafon,the 

word of Gods’ grace it never came with power, orifit 
came with power, powerlefsthe word of Gods grace 
hath beento them 3 and becaufe it. hath riot come with 
f] power , the Lord hee hath given them over co the 

fi) power oftheir lufts, and finfull diftempers. Oh Brethren, . 
#y truly J cannot fee how any man can maintain any 
Hi evidence of Gods electing love, thar fhall poner 

| Cal's 


\ 


' -“fremember the Lords threatning 5 I wall take away the 
 flaffe of bread, ‘and ye fhalleat', and fhall not be fatisfied, 


_\ my poor children are dying before me, othershave the _ 
-ftaffe of Corn 5 but my Family have no ftrengch at all. Ye © 


_ therefore to the word of his grace, whichis ableta build you 


— PR FENG. 
He ks wha eae 
‘ti 


m not, nor bad dayes p it 


Sok Elethionlef Gad si : 
Our Gofpel came not to you in word, but in power ; ye willre 
joyce the hearts of your Minifters, when the word comes — 
with power. Let me fay this, andfolconclude. = 


When'the Lord fhall ler men have the word, -when the — 
Lord thall nor take awaythe word, but the ftaffe ofthe — 
word: Suppofe you poor Parents, Fathers, and Mothers; — 
your Families fhould have good Corn, but wher you — 
come to €at it, nd ftrength ac all, but ye dye and wear 
away 5 and/others that are about you, they have planted 
the fame Corn, ‘and eat and are fatisfied 5 Whatwillye 
do in thiscafe 2? You wouldfer apart a day of fafting and — 
‘prayer, and fay, Good Lord, whata curfe isupon me ? — 


wou'd mourn if it were thus with your poor Cattell. Oh, — 
for poor Creatures to have the word, but the efficacy of | 
it tobe taken away; no bleffing, no power at all. Oh — 
poor Creatures, go and fay! Oh the curfe of God that lies — 
on me, the wrath of God that lyes on my fervants, itis a 
heavy plague. But Oh the fweemeffe and excellency of — 
it, when a Chriftian thall find everlafting vertue and ef- | 
ficacy conveyed to him by the word. Pile | 
~ All yourhat are before the Lord this day, ye fhallfee — 
an end ofall perfe&ion’;: bur eternall things are not they — 
worth fomething? You fhall fee anend of all delights 
and contentments3 but this fhall comfort you when you © 
are a dying, that the word which you attended upon the : 
Lord in, fuch peace, and {uch confolations Ihave found 
by its and the efficacy of thar-word thenremaines with : 
you; nay, goes to ‘heaven with you. I commend you — 


up unto an eternall inberitance among/t them that are fanctifi« 
ed, Adts 20.326: , ah q 


